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The study of population relocations in contemporary South Africa have 

to date been marked by ettempts at : statistical ena1ysis (eg. Simkins 

1982 and the lJbrking' Group Kairos .1980). categorization (eg. fYlar~ 19BO) 

and theoretical explanations which relate the export of the unemploy"ed 

from common South Africa to the needs of abstractly conceptualized 

notions of 'capital' and 'the state' (eg. l'1ar~ 1982). \!hile I recognIze 

the value of these discussions. this paper points to a crucial 

shortcominQ in such analysis. The var~eties of everyday experience;" 

the problems faced oy. and the responses of relocated people are 

either Ignored or overlooked. Ultimately it is always these people 

who'manipulate unwanted conditions and are forced to find strategies" for 

coping at a ground level. it ~s in this conte~t that the anthropologist. 

trained in research methods which ptesupoose empathetic understanding 

and a detailed knowledge of a small community, can provide an"insiders' 

perspective- on the everyday lives of relocated people. In this regard 

an observation of Murray is of great relevance. 

"(;oncentracion on the details and Variety of particulaJ: families 
experience is often ;nore valuable in respect at" it's capaCity to 
illuminate macro level political and economic processes than t~e 
res"ulLs or large scale survey work which is statistically 
respectabie but con~ucted at several degJ:ees Of ~istan~e. as it 
weJ:~i fJ:om the subjects of 'inquiry ••• Given limited resources 
the anthropological method remains potentially rewarding. II If<1vrray" 
19SU B-9) • .." 

~In viewing life from close-up there is. however. a dange'r of partial 

understanding of events constantly shaped in broader politicel and 

economic processes. Anthropological field work should therefore be 

conducted with an ap~reciotion of of these macro level trends. 

Against the background 'of'these propositions this paper attempts to 

present 3n account of the e~periences. problems an~ responses of 

people Let"\:) have been reloc'2ted from '~'hite'- owned farms in the U.F.S. 

and from Kro~draai. in the Thaba Nchu enclave of ~ophuthaTswana. into 
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Kgano, a closer settlement in ~waQwa.1In lSd3 Kgano had an estimated 

population of approxim2tcly 18 uUQ ~eople. The paper draws from obser-

vations and in-depth interviews conducted in the closer settlement by 

myself, John Sharp and Elaine Salo with various members of 38 randomly 

selected site populations during April, June- JUly and December i983. 

In this paper I sh~ll firstly outline the development ot conditions 

of life in Kgano since 1974 before a synchronic analysis is p~esented 

of problems pertaining to employment and local government. Ihe~eafter 

f~ve different strategies for survival in response to economic, pol~tical 

and social deprivation are e,xamined. Tne paper concludes with a brier 

assessment of implications of the discussion. 

Relocation in gwaywa 

Conditions of life in Kgano cannot be treated in isolation from the 

history ot relocation in ~waQwa. Sasotho QwaQwa (previously known as 

Witzieshoek) is the smallest of the South Arrican 8antustans. It 

comprise~ no more than 50 172 ha of which at least 30 DuO ha could be 

described as mountainous terrain. (Van Botha ; 1982 :2) This area, 

whicn boasted with a firmly established peasant economy at the turn at" 

the century, came to serve as a reception area for African households 

relo"cated' tram 'wnite'-owned tarms in the O.F.S. ever since the passage 

of the 1913 Land Act. According to ~reenberg t1980 :80) the act 

prohibited At'ncan farm ownership in the greater part of the O.F.S~ 

outlawed sharecropping and 'squatting' on 'wnite'-owned farms and 

1. The term closer settlement is cerined by the Surplus People Project 
(1983 : xiii) as " a type o'f settlement established for' African people 
on reserve or trust land for residential purposes only- no agricultural 
land is attached- and far more rudimentary in the type of facidties 
it has tban a township." Simkins (1982 : 6-7) estimates that app roximatel y 
32.5 % of all residents of the South African Bantustans lived in 
closer settlement conditions in 1981. In QwaQwa hardly any people live 
in rural areas and this ~ercentage is closer to 90 % if the total de 
facto population is taken to be 40U DUO people of "'hom 30 000 live in 
Phuthaditjhaba. tBank; 1984 : 12) 
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placed a limit of a maximum of five labour tenants on these farms. The 

area was soon described as over populated and impoverished and it was 

noted that a familiar ~attern of migrant labour had,begun. Rev. J.J. Ros~ 

the first missionary in Witzieshoekfrom the Dutch Reformed Church, 

estimated that in 1929 the ar,ea,.had a population of' appro}(imately 
" . 

B 000 and wrote 

, "In the past few years many folk ...no could make no exis,tence on 
the farms outside 'have moved in. They are the old folk and the poor. 
This would have to be prohibited because Wi.tzieshoek is already. 
full, or I16.tzieshoek would have to be enlarged by the addition of 
nearby farms." (193U ; aa, my translation) 

A period of mass relocation into QwaQwa, howliver, :'starteid. only in .1970 

and has continued until the present. BENDO (1978 :9)e'stimated that in 

1970 23 860 people lived in thi. Bantustan. In 1962 the assistant 

Commissioner for the Department of the interior aT the. QwaQwa', government 
. ' , t '.:' ..•.•• '. " 

estimated tnat the arE!a was innabi ted by bet ween 40u ,.ij(;rO::and SliD :JOO 

people (cited in Sharp; 1962 :13). This tremendous inCrease in the 

de facto popUlation of QwzQwa closely corresponds to. a large scale 

exodus of African households Trom 'whiter-oWned farms in the a'.F.S. 

tigures quoted 1n the Soutn African .Agricuitur~l Lansu5 of ~g7q/7l 

and 1976 1ndicute a decline of 20% (from i2G J7~ to'97 066) in the 

number of 'regular' farm labourers in this province ~?r the .S1X year " 

period. tor 'casual' labJurers this dec~ine was as high as 4b % (trom 
." 

127 8lq to 69 212). It should,nowever, be not~d that these sources do 

not spec1fy if these figures refer to male labourers only or 1f dome~tic 

labourers are included in the'casual'labourers group. In his study of 

61 ma1ze .farms in si>: magistarial districts in th~ western Transvaal 

De KlerK (1963) conCludes that such decreases in tne ?emand for cgricul­

tural labour coulc De related to tarm enlargements wn1ch increase 

pot8ntial econom~cs of. scale anc the m8chJn~zation of harvest~ng and 

weed cont rol p.-occsses. 80th these factors are seen as lowering the 



costs of production. 

..,',. 
~onditions of ~mploym8nt on these farms have also been markud by a 

transformation"i" the 'e~rnings of wage labourers. Although cash ,wages .' 

have increased over time, r'eal wages have shown an overall decline 
~, 

". due to restrictions in the rights to keep cattle and fields. The li.brld 
",,-

(13/11/1974) for instance reported that in 1974 farm employees in the 
., \. 1 ~ 

U:F'.S. did not benefit from average w?ge increases throughout the 

country. 
. \ 

[heir total ~age.of R a?3per ye?r was R~5 less than the 

~ 228 of the previous year. It is in this context that thousands of 

u~want~d farm l~bourers and their f~ll~w household members removed to 

lrwaQ~a. "They were joi'ned by those relocat"ed from Th'aba '{,cnu in 

oophuthaT'swana, refugee's 'from the' Transkei "and those evicted from 

variol,.lS, townships in the O.F.S: such as Senekal, Harrismith and Bethlehem; 

Peop.Le were furthermore u,rged to remove to 'QwaQwa by oroadcast:es 'o'n 

Hadio Sesotho. An 'informant recalled tne messages that urged Ilis 

household to come to ~waQwa as follows 

lilt (tne radio) said come and enjoy, yourself in L.!waQwa. All the 
clack people must come to tnis home,landwh~re they will fl.nd 
fields and lots of jObS." 

inside QwaL.!wa various members of the Legislative Assembly, in response 

to this rapid population increase, have made urgent calls fo'r more 

land. In his' opening address to the t'irst nieetin'g ot the Legislative' 

Asse:mbly, paramou~t· chiet Wessels"Mota argued : ~,.I 

"Ir we don't get more land we ,would be forced to retreat to 
skyscraper buildings su~h as in JohaMn~sburg and thii ii not 
something ~~so~ho like." ( Verbatim verslag van die serste sessie 

'van diei Sasothci QwaUwa Wetgewende Vergadering ; 1972 :,34, my"' 
translation.) , 

Another member ot' the Assembly, who made a fruitless cail for an end 

to relocation in L.!waUwa, noted : 

1. 



s. 
"Tne people already located in'this homeland ara now so many 
thal; IIIe are forced to usa places not. meant fOJ: residential purpos,es. 
People are now being granted ~esidential sites near ploughing 
fields with the result that the greater the influx of people the 
more the economy of this homeland would decline ••• Those people we 
continual 1 y receive in the homeland would someday have nothing to 

/ eat and as a result would eet each other.u{ibid; 1972: 40, my 
translation) 

In this decade the Phuthaditjhaba township was created to house 

bureaucrats, teachers and v'arious other categories of people removed 
. . - . 

from urban are'as in the o.r. s. and to serve as an administrative centre. 

It was estimated that by 1972 600 families 1ived in semi~ detached 

,dOuble storey dwellings. (S.A.I.R.R. ;1973 :152) Sub economic houses 
>;~ " , 

":-.:·t~'i,e also provided for pensioners and widows. People relocated from 

-~ 

,'" ~ 

(arll1$', on the other hand, are assigned to various close'r settlements 

in the Oll/aUwa "countryside" at different times in accordance ",ith 

instructions issued by the OwaQwa legislative Assembly and/or Trioal 

Authorities where they built either corregated iorn shacks or mud 

houses. 

T,he development of Kg~ 

:~ 

The random' samp le of 38' Kgan'o site popu<iitions contained five house-
";,. '.-i .. · :, ,.~~: , 

ho.1ds which came from BOphuthaTswana and three froln'to'wnship's in the 
't..i . ':r N 

O.F.S., while the rest had removed t'rom j'l!!hite"- oWhec farms in various 

parts of the U.F.S. countryside such as Petrus Steyn, Viljoenskroon, 

Reitz, 80thaville and the Cloco.l.an districts. With the exception of 

only three households all arrived in QwaQwa in 1974. 

Within the framework of an'overa'!'l decline tn"the' demand for 

agricult~ral laboui and 6"decline in real wages vario~s local instances 

and circumstances in response to' which househOlds l'emoved from the 

tarms ca~ be isolated. As liste~ by'informants, these include: 



b. 
1) Ine absence of schoQlin~ f~ciliti8s on the f~rms. 

2) Ihe enforcement of stock limitations and bans on stock holding. 1n 

this regard an ex-farm la~ourer, who ke~t a h~rd of five c3ttl~ and 

ea.rnea an ilvel'age of f/ 4U per annum fro ... the sale of calves to "~hites 

in the Senekal to l:6l " , recallec that he u:as told to get n,d of his CattLe 

oy ~ile farm owner. In compensation he and his t eLlow farm labourers 

were offered a cash increase at H ~ per mon~h in Lage~. According to 

.~jm ",any of. the 2U household~ employed by the farm owner.left in res~onse 

to this,measure. He mentioned that ':Ie coulo buy clothes for hi.mselt 

and his mother from the sale of. suc;:~, stock and ar ;ued : "How can you 

ouy cLothes tor R 2 1" 

3) The alleged cruel.ty ot farm o .. ners. Informants who supplieo this as 

the major reason for removal. complained of being beaten oy a sjambok 

for railure to arrive at work in time. 

,,) Qu~rreLs betwe.eri tarm ol1:ners and farm labourers 

5) Exp~ls1on atter retirement or being considered too old or too A~l to 

continue working as manual labourers. A temale pensioner expressed her 

dissatisfaction about this matter as follows : 

"They (the farm owners) are satisfied if you can work, but if you 
are too ill and cannot work they are not. EveM if you are struggling 
you may not write a letter to a person here in QwaQwa. Then the 
farmer wo~ld say: 'No. You can join them. You may now walk to the 
Sesotho (sic)' ••• If the tarmer was not cruel I would still be 
living there ••• I have nothing more to talk about the farms. There 
are only bad things." 

. ' 

6) Several informants also noted that after the sale of the farms that 

they worked on, new f~rm owners toLd them to move off the land as they 

either "wanted new workers" or "brought along their own workers." 

7) The sample furthermore included peo~le who had (in response to low 

wages, long hours of work and adverse conditions on the farms) (a) 

decided to move to QwaQwa in the hope of securing migrant labo\)r 

contracts to the industrial centres of common South Africa ; and 
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tb) were expelled from the farms after taking up migrant labour .contracts, 

while their dependents ·continued to reside on the farms. Although some 

farm owners encouraged the sons of farm labourers to engage in migrant 

labour contracts and T.E.B.A. has started recruiting for the mines from 

D.F.S. farms 2 , others were greatly opposed to farm based migrant labour. 

A pensioner mentioned that police regularly raided unemployed Women on 

the farms. "Sometimes these r'aids took place during the day, but mostly 

at midnight. IIbmen were taken to the courts and, fined R 20 or '3~ days ••• " 

He continued: "It is impossible for women to stay in the compounds. They 

,had no .option to stay on, the farms and risk an'other fine 6f R 40. n In 

this manner his daughter-in-law was arrested, fined and eventually 

moved· to OwaQwa. 

The BophuthaTswana to 'Kgano ,removals demonstrate some ot' t,he'tragic 
.:);t •. 

consequences of the stimulation of ethnic hostilities by the Bantustan 

strategy. According to the 1970census the Thaba INchu enclave of 

BophuthaTswana had a population of 42 ooO'including 24 300 people 

classified as Jswana, 12 000 as South Sotho and 3 600 as' Xhosa. (in SPP; 

19B3 :162) In the fo110"ing years many more BasothO mbved into Thaba 

INchu and a large concentration.of squatters de~eloped at Kromdraai. 

east of. the Thaba INchu town; Although the land at 'Kromdraai 'had been 

demarcat'ed as grazing land t;',ousands of people had moveo there after 

plots were fraudamentally sold to them by Khosa, a man believed to be 

linked to 80phuthaTslLana authori'ties. A Kgano ch:Juse'!d fe recailed that 

they "ere invitl!~ by him to:5ettle at ,Kroodraai •. "He said.: ICome to lilY 
I 

land and I shall givc"y,')u land to plough. I. For this c:e paid Khosa money, 

but 'when loe arrivec ~;e foune t'hLlt ttlE .. land. was for th:: Uaralong. Many 
~ ~:.' 

:lee>p1e t:er(; angry anc they u:ant,,(: to fix I'hosa, but he flea.' having 

lost thOlls:oncs of ranus thr.se o·.:o;:J1;, sir:;ply settle, t;,'erc anyway. This 
'J ~, 

2. Jr21 infor;~eLicn fr~~ ~ ~.:~.~~;.~ ~ccruitiny offic~r baseL in 
~huthddi~jha~3, July 1383. 
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;.2.C result:d ir-:co ? s;,jbs,:~·ntl.Dl inc=E:":SiJ in i..he 50tno 5;J83king populctl.on 

of Th2ba ';'~chu • ..hen pc:):)l" rugisc2rao for the :wa.;wa elections in 1975 

it W3S fowne t;lat 50 ,:ci:J resiu8,;~s or TholJa '"chu L:ere classifilld as 

Soutn Sotho. (Ihe Voice 4/11/1378) 

~~en adminlstrution of the area wos taKen over Dy the UophuthaTswana 

autnorities, discrir.ll.nation alilainst anu hal:as:cment ,of tnose ""ho refusee 

to take out ~ophuthalswana citizenship had already started. South 

50tho schools were closed anD non- Tswanas were refused access to 

hospital ,and clinic services. I'lany children reportedly died trom drinking 

contaminated water after, being denied water by the BophuthaTswana 

authorities. Since (Viay 1974 more than 400 families had been evicted 

from Kromdraai and taken to Kgano by G.G.(Governmeot Garage)trucks. 

Ufficial claims at that time that, all'rembvals were voluntary can be 

questipned~ d~'B October 1914 seven people'who refused to be moved were 

arrested, and, ap':eared in a Thaba 'tJehu court. A South Sotho central. 

committee, which raised funds to defend those arrested, also reportedly 

said that it would'retaliate if more Basotho were molestered and 

appealed to the Commissioner Genera.i. to allow Basotho to stay in Thaba 

Nehu. lRand Daily ~lail 2/10/1974) rhe case below also shows that those 

willing to be moved did not do so voluntarily, but rather in an attempt 

to flee from 'political oppression experienced in the area~ 

caSE No 1 : ASKING TU BE ['lUVEO FRON THABA 'NCHU 

Mrs. Sekonyela, who was approximately 65 years old in 1983, left 
the Smltht'ield farms, where she had worked as a domestic for more 
than 2U years, in 1969. As all her sons had left for Bloemfontein 
,she decided that it was "useless" to stay on the farms, and made 
her way to Thaba 'Nchu where she could retire and have her own 
house. Initially she thought that this would be a good place where 
Tswanas and Sothos could live together without any problems. 

Upon arrival at the Thaba 'Nchu railway station she, however, found 
that BophuthaTswana police proven ted Basotho from going to 
Selose$ha, where she had ar.ranged to hire a room. "Tney said that 
only South Sothos willing to become I swanas (to take out I:lophutha­
Tswana citizenship) were allowed into Thaba 'Nchu." ,\lthough some 
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people who were with her on the train decided to take out 
citizen'ship, she refused to make, this.'change., ,Had I died my 
children ~uld have been told: 'This person who died here is a 
Tswana'", she explained. At first she wanted to gO,to Lesot,ho. but 
was told that Lesotho did not want to accept South Africans. Along 

• with others who refused to take out citizenship she decided to build 
shacks next to the station. Here they 'used the station toilets 
and were granted permission by tne station master t.o use water. 
spairingly. At'ter six months they were instructed to move to 

• Kro~draai. This she,and ner t.hree grandchildren, did, carr~ing their 
belongings on their heads. At Kromdraai no sites were marked out 
and there was no 'water nor toilets. Sne also said that the Authori­
ties did not want Sasotho to be employed :"Tne Sasotho men had ~o 
spend the hours of daylight hidihg away in &!m~ to avoid arrelilts, 
fines or imprisonment ••• "'any men who werearresteo died in jai,l. 
This was their way of getting rid of the tlesotho." She ,also mention­
ed t.hat Iswana headmen refused them permission to bury their dead 
in Tswana soil. Her three grandchildren were also not allowed to 
go to school in Thaba Nchu. 

lIhile in Kromdraai folrs. Sekonyela nad been supported by her sons. 
They normally brought her money at night and left for Bloemfontein 
before daylight for fear of being arrested. Mrs. Sekonyela found it 
extremely difficult to find work. She was, however, eventually 
employed by a Tswana couple as a domestic in Selosesha (the man 
was a teacher and his wife a matron at the hospital), where ehe 
earned only t( 5 per month IIIithout food. She, furthermore always 
shopped at the Thaba 'Nchu tOIlJ"l as she believed that prices were 
raised in all Tswana shops for Oasotho customers. 

She mentioned tbat in Kromdraai men had been unable to organize 
in order to articulate their grievances as they had been closely 
watched by the police. She and a few other Women therefore' , 
ap~roached the Commissioner General in 1974. He asked them if they 
wanted to go to OwaOwa and most, of them said yes. G. G. trucks' were 
then arranged for their transportation. "They killed us otT as 1li8, 
left", she said. Apparently the i30phuthaTswana police fired shots 
at the dispersing vehicles and some people who had been hit died. 
on the way to UwaQwa as they,were unable to return back to the 
hospital in Thaba 'i'chu. Sy 1983 Nrs. Sekonyela had-lived in Kgano 
for almost a decade and said "I never went to see Thaba 'Nchu again". 

I~ot all those removed fro,iIl :Thaba 'Nchu were as content as l"I,rs •. 

Sekonyela to leave. Another housewife explaineo : "The G.G. did not 

ask us. The rswanas said that we were Sothos and must go to Uwa~'wa ••• 

The G.L;. bakkies forced us." She also mentioned that soon after arrival 

her husband died from T .tI. "lIJien arriving ( 1n Kgano) there were onl):' 

two grcves, but a year later the ~!holc grQveyard l:Jas,·tull. •• I was 

willing to return to Ihaba '~cnu bccQuse i was afrnid ~hat I w~uld 

also oi e." (see SPP ; 1903 : l6U-175 ano Lye and I',urray ; 1980 : 104-5 

tor C!n.,anul/"is Jf subseSuenr. ·;·v._,nts in the Tiicbe '; ... chu district) 



People who came to I\gano in .1.974 were given no choice 85 to where to 

settle. iJlereas G. G. trucks from Thaba ','cMu orought ;Jeople straight 

to I\gano others wsr.e informed oy th.s cllief·s or other closer settJ.e:nents 

and offic1als of the ~akuenaTribal authorities that they-had to come 

to Kgano. upon arrival the. names of " in comers were recorded in a register 
.f. 

by chier ~orena or his wife~ who deputized in his absence. Tnereaf~er 

they weI'S handed apiece.or· pap.er 'which indicated the number of their 

sit~s. Several informants ~entioned that ~hsy ~ad to pay e1ther the . . 
induna,who directed ther;] to their sites, or the chiet an amount wrlich 

varied Trom 60 c to R 5. Informants estimated that approximately 5U 

truckloads ~r people arrived in Kgano daily during August and September 

tnat year and 'mentioned that .these months wereexc.eptionally windy 
,.' 

and rainy. ThOSE;! who 'arrived in. the rainy days ei.ther ,slept in the 

G.G. ~r hired trucks which'brought them the first night after arrival, 

whereas others were rorced to sleep out in the open. After arrival 

most people constructed ·tinshanties from materials bJ;ought ,a'!-ong from 

the previous pla~e of residence. It was recalled that : "During tno.s8 

dusty ~nd winoy days many shanties. w~re bloll/O downl::!y the wind." Later 

most people, ho~ever, ·rebui:i.t their hO.uses with mud bricks. Acc.ordi·n.g t9 

the records of c,lli-ef Morena' 5 wife 2 048 hous.eholds moved into Kgano 
, 

in this manner from May until October 1974. tRand Dai.l.y I'lail 2/10/197,4) 

If the average household '.size' is t'aken at seven mambe!;'s more ·than 

14 .1.56 ·peopl.e would have moved into I<gano during thfs period. 

The' massive influx of 'people immediately.brought abou.t tensions w~th.in 

the popUlation. The most :significant lines of cleavage to emerge were. 

b~tbleen incomersand the few es-tablish.ed residents on whose fie.l.ds 

they lIIerlil relocated, and secondly between' established residents and 

chief Plorena, Whom they bl.2med for the loss of their fields. An 

informant explained: II'l!hen we arrilled the locaLs told us to move off 
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their fieJ.ds. The local ,people resent us and they tried to SCare us 

ofLtheir plots with witchcraft. They a'ls'o stole buIlding materials 

that ,1119 brought from the ~arll1s. II Iilith the subdivision of the' fields 

t:or residenti'.!l purposes ~st~~!ished resi~et:lt~ also approached the 
~ - .. , 

chief. ,IIHe~ 1:ried to make them'sat1sfiedby talk'ing ,to them, but hit ' 
I! 
II never gav.e them money for.:their ,land. The people ,1II91"e, stiil dissati's": 
II 

II· fied, but they had to obE>Y the chief", I was told. 

i 
~ 
I People relocated in ,Kgano were .by no means'resettled'. This was ,made, 

very explicit by the lIIife of chief ,lIIorena in an interview with a 

,reporter from the Rand Oaily lIIail, in which she pointed tOo the, 

absence of necessary amenities in Kgano at that time. stie is quoted 

as saylng 

.. We are IIIOrried about the increasing numbers. It'~IiiiVi iJlilmately, 
bring slum areas into III!. t%ieshoek due to the lack o,t sanitary, 
schooling and other facilities which should be provided for 
incoming families • .i. am wondering Wnat. to do,. 1 envisage a 
breakdown at the whole system as more and',more' people arrive 
causing the government of l:Iasotho QwaQwa, mOore embarrassment. II 
lR.D.lfl. £/1.0/1974) ,;t~", 

other facilities which were non- existent in Kgano at that. time 

included ': ,c1.ean water, Tirewood, shops, a clinic, any formal tr'ansport 
, 

service and loc<'l employment opportunities. Those relo~ated in Kga!,!o , 
soon dis~overed the fraudalence of Haoio Sesotho broadcasts. An-

in'ormant expressed her discontent as tollows : "The radio was talkiNg 

a lie. Here is no grazing land tor cattle and people h~ve waited a ron~ 

time for work." It is also evident that many people ret.ur,ned to t.he 

tarms ana even Ihaball~chu soon after arrival in response to the 

laCk of essential resources in Kgano •. In this regard an informant. 
," 

noted : 

"ThE people were so angry ~ti'~t th,' y returned to the Tarms. ~Iany 
people would also ret.urn to the farms if Qwaywa gets independence. 
r,jany peopfe' ,"auld. try --t.o run away ••• ,;,owadays many people want 
to return, but Lopeli c;oes not want sucr, '.;hinns to Ilap·,en. He 
waul: stop tnis'by taking some of the policemen and making them 

...., 
\ 
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stand on tile road to Harrisr.lith." 
, , 

The most im~ediate proolsm faced upon arriv~L was the virtual absence 

of sr.lployment opportunities inside QwaQwa. Even the highLY ineffi'cient 

Tribal Labour Bl,lreau, which today offers a few migrant labour contracts 

to workseekers, was non- existent in 1974. An analysis of data 

pertaining to .19 site populations shows that it took the first work­

seeking member of these site populations an average or four months to 

gain access to wage employment. Or th!:lse .1:9 l:Iorkseekers only tour 

mel.ntained employment atter arrl.val, whereas three took l<! months or 

more. During this period site populations without access to wage 

employment were forc·ed to r.ely exclusively on savings, money gained 

from the sale of livestock bet are arrival and the help of kin and 

neighbour~ as illustrated in the case study below. 

t.:ASE No 2 : THE l'iZJ:rrlA HOUSEHOLD; PASS.LNG THHOUGH A PERIOD ,OF 
STRESS. 

:,' 

,---- -" 
/' 1f1 14' ," --f--: /:," ,"y"';-rr ';;'---0;-"\ 
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-J I z..4Ac. ~LJz.4 1 TII'~t; L.A'T"". :ru. ... .I, 

' ..... - --- -- -.- -.- _..:.-:---,,!; 
Plrand I'll'S. I'Izima met and ma'rrl.ed 'in Ventersburg" where they 
both attended the same school. Arter their marria,ge they botn 
went to live with his parents on a t arm in the Virginia di stric"Co. 
From here the family moved' to t'our other farms before coming.- to 
ywaQllla. -F'"rom the last f~rm in I:lotnaville, where his father lliorked, 
1'11'. IiIdma started working in U/elkolll. After tne deatl"t of ther arm 
owner and the 's'l,\le of this farm in 1974, Mr. rozima his wi.h and 
cl:illdren- were expelled from the farm. liThe 'new tarmer d.i.d not 
';'antpe'opIe to Uve on the t arm who did not work for him", I was 
informed. Although Eliza was only 15 years oJ.d, she continued, to 
reside on the farm as she was employed as a domestic worker by 
the wife of the farm owner~ According to Plr. l'I,zima they hl:!dno 
optiC)n but to hire a truck and come to QwaUlIIs as this was the 
only place where a permanent site could be obtained. 
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Soon after arrival. misfortune struck. Plr. Mzima, Idho had lost 'his 
job in helkom due to an unplanned period of absence from 1IIOrk at 
the time of relocation. found himself to be unemployed ,for more 
than a year. None of his sons had any hope of ,securing employment 
as I zaac, the oldest, IIIas only 12 years old. Mrs, 1'1 zillia could also, 
not ,look for 1IIOrk as she had to look after Jac~b lliho Idas only a 
felll months old. Their savings lasted only a felll months and apart 
from tlllO occassions on which Eliza' bfoughtmoney home from the 
farm the household had no cash income. "At that tim'e liIe were 
struggling". Mrs, Mzima explained and mention'ed that it IIIas 
extremely cold during the winter of 1974. "llhen it was so 'cold, we 
used to chop our table t~ make fiie." Wembers of the ~ousehold 
could furthermore not participate in any iaformal income generating 
activities as they did not have enough money to buy vegetables 
which could be res,old in Kgal'lo. During this time two of Mrs. 
!'Izima's sons died at a very young age due to, what she called, . 
"a phantom on the head" (dehydration). Thabang, Letsie and' Jacob 
furthermore b.gan to suffer from seri'ous malnutrition. She recalled 
that they were takeri to the doctor~ who said that the cause of thei, 
illness was "a wrong lIIay of eating" ••• "but ,we had no food", she. 
continued. 

I'lr. "zima's first response to this crisis lIIas to send Izaac and 
Plopahi back to, the Bothaville farin to live with their grandfather'; 
and Eliza. He could afford to look after them and to provide money 
for' them to attend the farm school. I'lr. and Mrs~ Mzima' al.s,o asked 
their neighbours for 'assistance and found that they help'ed by 
lending food such as mealies and money. In 1975 Mr. I'Izima round 
work a~ a construction firm that built the University/College near 
Kgano. but was again unemployed for more than four months atter ' 
the completion of the contract. Towards the end of 1974 he went 
i'nto u.elkom to l.ook for'IIIork and was employed as a migrant at a 
plumoing concern. Having regained access to relatively secure 
employment the physical survival of members of this hdusehoid was 
no longer threatened. Nr. I'Izima,~owever. complained ~ "I did not 
know what I was working for ••• I just \!iorked for the neighbours to 
return-th8ir money." tiotri Izaac and ~opahi still live with their 
grandrather who bad subsequently retired and moved to another close'r 
settlement in QwaQllla. Thabang, Letsie and Jacob al~o ho longer need 
to go to the clinic for treatment ,as "now they are healthy and get 
enough vegetaoles, to eat." ' , ". 

L. 

I'ialnutrition and starvation was exacerbated oy the fac_t ,that there was 

no clean ~ater available in Kgano in 1974. As no taps ~xist~d peopLe 

were forced to fetch water fro a few wells near,.the mount,ainside or 

from other closer settlements. Informants noted that from drinkihg the 

weLl water many people got.:31 rash on their skin and burns on their 

mouth. 

"We' heard that the wa-~~'r 1l:2S kiLiing ;:Jeoi;''!e .... During that time 
my;s:i.ste,r::",in:-la.w just i,collapsed ,while walking around. We don't 
kno~ t~e reason why she died. It could be the \!iater or it could 
be that \!ie hac to p~y a lot of monEY for transport and had no money 
to buy food with. " ' 
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"Only kids di.::d f:~OC1 drinkin:; ;:h" C:2ter. 30-::eti[;les when you are 
sitting you may fino that there may be ~hre~ or four coffins 
~assing." • 

Clue to the ii:1possi-bility of ueterrr.ining I!:hethcr :->~opl.e 'died from fa·ul 

water or'malnutritiomal disea~es, no quant~tive d~ta con~erning deiths 

a5 a r.esult·.of foul. :wate.r can be '>Jrovided. (See ap;J,endi'x 2 for ,dat,a 

concerning child deaths in sample site clo.pulation.s) Late in 1'975 t:he 

water probl.em was, parti::clly a1.leviated with tns pl"ovi:si'onof taps- for 

nearly eve.ry bl,ock in Kgano. Blocks housingmor,e than ;LOO 'sit,s 

populations, 'how.v,er, depended only on t'wo tapIs i,n 19'83 oill1ld ,on·the 

slopE's of the In'ountain, I!:hle:re there 'were stil.1 no taps" 'some r,esidents 

still fetched water from the we£ls. 

The lack ,of firewood was ,another -major prohl,em 'fac,ed up,on arriv,al.-

Firewo:odis -an essent.ial resource both f,or :co.oking ,porrl'dlgeand for 

heat dJ,,Jr.ing the cO.ldlliiriter nightswhsnsnow ,on the nearby mountains is 
) .. ~~', ~{'; 

byn.o:~,~ans uncommon., 1\laturalvege.tati.onin the ar,ea 'had, ho,wevle.r. ,ceem 

destroyed after' relocation and few residents were able to buy 'blood and 

coal, due to a lack of ,money and DeCaUSe no shops e:xl,'s~ed in K91;lllo_at 

that time. Ilbod could only be obtained from the .mountains near the 

Lesotho Dorder. Contlict .soon·-occured b'etween peopl· . .,- "rom ~O'ano ,and 

residents of the mountain area. In -an attemptt,o pr,otect'th,e intle.rle·sts 

at the mountain peoplechiet r~o.r,ena and his indunas oft'en arr'ested 

people t'or colJ.ecting tirewood ,and imposed f.i-ne.s'lwhich'varied ,rrom :R 5 

to RIO. Since shops ,were built in IK'gano ·thi.s :pr,obl,em ,was sO.!'vedfor 

households that could atfo.rdto 'buy wood at R .2.50 and Ico:al at H 4 per 

bag. But ,not .all peo.p.le canarfor,d to pay H 6.50:('or f.ue!,. J.his is 

clearly-·illustrated in the case of f'laJoseph whos.e 'husband .isunempl·oyed. 

She is a member of a group of women whoregular_iY collect ',blOod on ,the 

mountains near I.esotho. According to .her "dissident.s" t'rOm Lesotho 

sometimes rape women near' the mountainside ,and they the'refore arm t'hem-
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selves witn axes. A trip to the mountain normally takes-the group,' 

about five hours and they are sometimes fined oy the ,chief ,even if 

they collec~- dry wad. They' are n~rmally tcild that the reason t'or 

this is that the forr~~t billo'ngs t'dth'~badimo l forefathers) ~t the --- . 
mountain people. Sometim'es lIIhen she had too 'mUCh housework to 'g'o' to 

-the mountain PlaJoseph resorts to cuttino orf branches 'fr'om her fruit'· 

tree for fire~od. 

It did not take long before four schools ~re established in Kgano. 

These include fo'ur high schools, one primary and one prapel:atory 

school. Kgano High school, in particular, is well known for the 

boarding fa~ilities it offers for'many scholars trom as ,far afield as 

SOIi.£.TO. These scholars came to QwaQwa dl,le to· a lack of schools for 

African pupils in common South A'rica (see Robinson ; 1~6~)~. ~he 
. . : 5;:->·.\"! \~' .. / • 

attention of many' outsiders w~s focussed on this schoo,f.':;~~,f.JP~ the 
. ~ .. " ~ ~.j·l (..," 

nation wide education boycott 1n 1980. The Sl,Inday Expr'ess', (28/5/1980) 
r 

.reported'that 2 000 pupils a~d students ih QwiQwa joined these protests. 

The boycott started in Kgano High schOOl as pupils'ma'rched to the 

Qwallwa University/Colle,ge. The students joined ,the schola'rs and soon 

their ranks sweJ.led to 2 000. At this staQe police with batons 

intervened and broke up the procession. 

In Kgana high school education is by no means cheap. The parents. of 

, matric pupi.LS reported paying up to R IDS for books, school and 

examination fees. A housewife furthermore com~lained that her children 

were sometimes instr~cted to go on educationa.L tours by their teachers. 

"It would cost R 30 for one child to go from here to Durban and 
this would be ,ithout padkos tfood for the·ra<ld). Uhen they 
arrive in Durban it wau"ITb'e 'l .L for the zoo, H I' for this and 
R J. for that." 
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For purposes of local government Kgano is divided into seven wards 

each headed by an ~ (sl,lQordinate political officer) who has been 

appointed by the chiet. Chief Morena, the cnief of Kgano, is a he~dman 

held directly accountable to the otfices of the Bakwena Trioal Authori-

eies in "'amahadi. An~, who was appointed by the father of chJ.ef 

['lorena, argued : "Today the power of the chiefs are gone ! At the pll.§.2 

( (1 trioal' gatherings) they only excecute the commands of the i'lopeli 
,II'" ~. 

people." This view that indunes and neadmen merely constitute part of 

the lower eschelons .of the Bant.ustan bureaucracy was confJ.rmed by an 

investigation of thei~ administrative tasks as listed by informants. 

These were said to include : ll) The registration of all oirths and 

deaths in Kgano. (2) The conservation or soil and water. l3) Tne 

coll~~~ibn of taxes such as the annual Sethabathaoa (site tax) and H 10 

5~ec'al d~velopment tax. (4) Tni s~ttlement of'less ~erious'disputes :.' .,./". .~. . 

:Jit~nd"'quarrels in the community.(S) Tne allocation of sites. l6) To 
.~ .'<.~;;:~,.i';, -
,<:eh~u,:e that all yards if' the wards are kept tidy. (7) To &r,:angli! with 

the Ilbrks Department for oulldozers t.o scrape local.roads. l8) To 

ensure coniormity to tuneral rules 1.e. that residents ~~t~nd the 

t'unerals or their neighbours and people deemed 'important' and not to 

'look busy' when a funeral procession passes. (9) To see that residents 

do not hang washing on the line between 10.00 am and· 2.iOU am during 

summer months. The reason for this, I was told, was that chief Morena 

belie~ed t~is could cause hail. 

P·eople found guilty of disobeying laws laid down by the chief could 

be arrested by the indunas a~d taken to chief Morena who could fine 

them anything from R 5 to H20. For failure to pay fines or far offences 

~onsidered 'more seribus' people could be lashed by chief Moiena or 
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taken ~o tne "supreme trib~l'courttl in Namanadi, where they are 
'~:.l ::;'.'1 n~ ... 1.·i'DC'l ~.!~;~t.~~ ~_~ 'l'Z=~ ... , ~··cJ "".:..;t.: !)':~'... J .. ' ",' J< .... 1 

lashed by "head office cniefs". Another form of penalty is the 
.~ .. :..~.i::: ,,:n· !::.;-' : r..,J !':'-'_i- ~;j; ,i..:. .rC1 .... J' ,:;;1 ~ ~ ~~, ·;d· ;;, 

suspension of resid·en~ial rights in "Kgano. 

\,. ~:~'-i:". ~f~ te: ,",.- !.."t.::.\'. ";:".:.._::: .• '-: '-'1.- ;"\.00- ': 

The well known saying P10rena ke morena ka batno (a chief' is a chief 
,)C ·...;.l. .... c:) ~ ~c j:;;-n;t ~!1'''ib''::~~l~l:Jr~: ~'~'.~.' ;; "~ 1l' ._ . . 'f .... 

by the people) is of little· applicability in Kgano. An informant, 
" ::-L. ;"1:: ; z. ~- i1 i ~J 1. : .... .J. :t t. 1 n; : i 

upon being asked what the greatest problem in Kgano was, replied 
~j::;.j;:."J"':" . .J:l~ lio~ -~,..;:.:j.~'...I-;J \~;J j.; l j. .. 

"the chief and the indunas." She continued: 
i?:jrl i ti[:;'~ ..Llf... •. .::.s.~!lc,:} ~~i ~li ... O'1 '-" .. ? t,1"'; .r-. 

:J<d,nl; fia't·e 1'10:r,enaJ'an'dtii:s,;:induhas.' Elien: if" peop Ie. fi ght I would just 
walk past and won't talk to the indunas ••• 1n"1974, when we 

"';"-"arrivedc hi!~!st"ci,Ye{j 'i,n is',!rondawel.· Now it seems asif he is living 
better from all these fines. He has built e house and even a 

,d'-shdp'J. ne'ai' t'tfe,:!cl-inicV, He, also,drivas a ,Chev El Camino, bakkie now." 

~;.:,.~\ . .!l:f1J "1:o"j ~n':i,;~!:'~l f1f:., •• ',:.. :... • ~ 

Several examples can be cited in support of these ct,i~iCal observations. 

El~~:'11e:"~':r;b'e'lo~:~~'~~J{~ined'C~hat during the summer, f)i~;!'~:~::;;~3 ~he 
:. ~.. ~ : •. ~ .. :'" , ,I."" , 

hung the nappies of her baby on the washing line. Sh'e was then 

approached by an ~ who reportedly said: "It is wrong to hang 

nappies on the line during summer because this would cause hail" •••• 

"He then fined me i1 lU on the spot. I then told the ~ that it ra. !c, f - }"." -~-:;!oJ> ' 
was only a few nappies. He replied: 'You talk too much pay another 

-; .... u.:!'i1 t \. {:~,) t~\ .:,,,,~ .. -... ,.,' .... 
R 5'. Because I was still stubborn he raised the fine another three 
c:;'~j~;·.'!,I!J·d) J;::.:31.~}"'3", :f.b;!; ..:.~ 
times until it added up to R 30." By June 1983 she had not yet paid 

';~."''; :: • ..!. :. L~ :,:.: I... (~ \ ~ • 

the fine and argued: ·"fhe indunas just want to take everything to 
~~i.w-~~!""" .~~~ .l.:1.J:~· ; .. ~ "I.'·\ ... __ .::..~\ 

nim ••• Not all 6asotho believe that washing causes hail. They want to 
.... ..1 .... ';_ • ,J •• ..: ..... " 

make all Basotho the same." 
;: ... , ) -. <.~ ) . 

People were turthermore deeply dissatist ied about the fac~ that every 

wage, earner. in, Kgano had to pay R ::> to the chiet as bohall. ( brl.de-
. J ~ ... ! .. ~.'" ") .. r-

wealth),,-wtien"'hitsJoaughter"'got morried. lnform",nts were also sceptical 
, '-.1'.,' .. ~. N v· i ~ ... 

aboLt t:'''e' ~anne~ih whi'th' "soil and ll!aLer conserv"tion measures '"ere 
.;;..i.!r • ~·r... ."" 

~;"'fo·ice·d. :;WJt'er~ conser'vation meant'·that~ all taps in Kgano would, 
2V-1""":1. J x'-C'fl':.;" -~ .:;;y .... {.j.. ......... • ; '~~" ... t-' 

occaSl.Onallyb~'iocked for an entire oay. Uuring the lhristmas season 

._-\" 
I 
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of 13d2 all taps had been locked oy the in~unas who ~eportcdly saie that 

thiS was done 'because ~eop!e would use the water to brew beer. In terms 

of soil conpervation measures people were not a!'owed to take any soil 

from outside their sites~ As most nous~s in Kgano we~e constructed 'rom 

mud bricks .and soil is much needed for the renovation of houses many 

people disobey this rul~. An informant who maintained that one could be 

tined up to R 20 for digging soil and R 10 tor carving stones, 

normally awakens her children at midnight to COllect soil t'rom"state 

property". They usually take less than two hours' to colle~t soil and this 

is done twice per'year., She said that she thought fines were instituted 

"to make us buy bricks from fl\ope,Li' 5 brickyard in Phuthaditjhabawhere 

large bricks cost R 80 and smaller ones R 60 per hundred." Informants 

also complained bitterly about taxation. An ~ for instance 

.described the R 1!J Special Development Tax as "pathetic ••• Some people 

can't even affdrd,to buy a b6x of matches." 

-~r 
In the sample of 31) site population,s there was a de jure total of 69 

adult males (b~tween the ages of 16 and 64) of whom 43 (62 %) we·re 

3 
engaged in wage employment. There were also 56 adult females (between 

the ages of 16 and 59) of whom only eight (14.2 %) engaged j,n wage, 

!lniployment during July 1983. It would'pe extremely difficult to ,calculat~ 

the numbers of unemployed as the sample contained 12 males and ,LS 

females. above t.he age of IS who were still in SChool. 1\ number of thase, 

however, returned to school after loosing access to wage employment. 

3'. Excluded· from the catego):'y of wage emplo'yment are people II/ho engage 
in ipiece jobS i • This. concept is an ernic construct used to denote: 
(a) work with, lio security of employment on a day to day basis .examples 
of whic.hare scholars "*'0 wa!k into Phuthaditjhaba eve.ry Saturday to 
wOrk in the gardens of bureaucrats and teachers and unemployed males 

. tItlo dig pit toile.ts for other residents of K-gano. (b) people promi!;ad 
part time work by an employer. and called upon whel!lev.er their sl[llrvices 
are required such as women who are called upon a few times every' 
month to fry viJtkoeks or to wash floors by a local shopkeeper. 
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To them schooling was merely a lIIay of filling unoccupied time. 

TABLE 1 : NUMBER OF WAGE EARNEHS PER SITE AND OEJllUGRAPHIC CHARIlCTEHISrICS 

OF S~PLE SITES, KGANO (JULY 1983) 

Number of Number of l'1ean' site Range in site 

lIJage earners sites pop. :iize pop. sizes 
-. -

0 
. , 

5 6.2 I- II 

1 21 7.1 3- 11 

2 8 7.3 3- 11 

3 2 9.5 6- 13 

4 2 12.0 9- 15 

Note : All figures given here are de jure 

TABLE 2 ; OISTHIBUTIuN OF KGANO WAGE EARNERS BY, SEX -ANU CATEGORY uF 

E!ojPLUY!'i[NI (JULY 1983) 

E.mployed ins~de I'ligrarit Commuter 

QwaQwa labourers 4 iabourers 4 

Male .' 2 36 5 

Female 3 .. 4 1 

Both sexes 5 40 6 

Evidence from Kgano clearly supports the findings of Greenberg and 

Giliomee (1983) that Tribal and Territorial bodies exercize limited 

functions in the recruitment of labour in Uantustan areas. Unemployed 

males seldom visited Kgano's labour bureau and travelled to the labour 

bureau at the magistrate's office in Phuthaditjhaba and back every day 

4. Any distinction between migrant and commuter Labourers is necessarily 
arbit~ary. In~this study commuters are regarded as people employed 
outside "waliwa "ho ;:eturn to I-g8nO either daily or ",eekly, whereas 
migrant-s are t'ak'en' t:o be people who' return' hbme less frequently. 

\" 
I 



instead. The mother of a young man, who had been unemployed for more 

tnan f~ur years in July 1J63, expl3ined 

"If you are eager to go on contract you go to the Phutnaditjhaba 
labour bureau every day. He was eager and ~alked there since the 
beginning of the year, because he did not have enough money to 
spend on bus fare. Unl, some days when he was tired did he not go, 
then he just walked down to the Kgano labour bureau ••• " 

Many workseekers bypass~oth these_ labour bureaus to look for_employment 

~n common South Africa, risking the danger ot fines or imprisonment 

under influx control legislation, in the hope that employers would 

have their joas regularized oy specific requisition. Ihe searcn for 

employment is not always successful. This is clearly illustrated by 

the fact that two workseekers_in the sample had been unemployed tor 

nine years i.e. since arrival in UwaQwa. 

No single wage earner in the sample was employed in Kgano. uf those 

employed inside uwaQwa two males worked in various closer settlements, 

- whereas three women were employed in Phuthadi tjhaba (two as manual 

labourers at an engineering firm and one as a domestic). It is well 

known that w.ges earned in the industrial area in Phuthaditjhaba and 

the OwaOwa public works department are exceptionally 10111. A civil , 

servant reported th~t manual labourers in his departmen~ were paid 

R 3U per month, wheras the two IIIOmen in the sample who were employed 

at the engineering firm earned R 12 per week. Male work-seekers in the 
, 

semple seldom had their eyes set on low- paid and insecure local employ~ 

ment. 1"0 take up such employment would imply that they would be unaole 

to take up bet tar paid and more secure migrant labour contracts at the 

crucial moment an employer <!ppears et the labour bureau. lLbmen, on the 

.other hand, know that this is almost the only option available to 

thelll in their quesf-(or access to wage emi:iloyment. Informants 

explained that "men seldom. get contracts, but women ~ get contracts". 

.1 



A female informant, who had been unemploy.ed for nearly four years, only 

looked fot work in Phuthaditjhaba. ~We wo~ld all go up to the factory 

gates and then the foreman would maybe· call one of 'us and say: 'Hey 

you, come.! n She complained bitterly, however, that "the t'oreman would 

only select family members to work there." 

Table 2 demonstrates that ,the single most important source of income 

for Kg'ano households is the remittances sent or brought home by male 

migrant labourers employe~ in the industrial and mining·centres of 

common South Africa. Access to migrant labour remittances also 

constitutes the most important .criterion of household differentiation 

in Kgano. Of the 38 site populations in the sample only ten did not· 

have access to migrant labour remittances. Of these five were severl.y - . 
disadvantaged and had an average monthly income of R 20 or less. uf the 

36 male migrants in the sample 13 Clere employed in Welkom, 14 in the 

uutwatersrand complex, four in Sasolburg, two in Virginia and one each 

in Theunissen, tJethle:hem 'Clnd Harrismith. Ttle remittances of these men 

varied greatly : from as little as A 60 every second month to just over 

K <,0.; monthly. The life histories' of,tnese labouring men 'are all 

variations on a single theme - the repeditive movement: between these 
.. ' 

centres ot employment an~'a household"1n Kgano to ~hich they return tor 

brief periods of rest. 50me of these men returned home no more than 

twice per year. The story below ot a 48 year old plumoel'employed in 

Welkom provioes an illustration of some of the problems encountered by 

male migrants. 
:,. -' 

CHSE i~o. 3 

by December'1983 i·lr. :JbSeph :~·z;-ir.!c,'·had 'worked'"s' a migrant at a 
plumDing ,in" in IiJelkor.!. for ei.ght. years (see c<:.se no.2 tor Cl dis­
cussion or a oerio[ df crisi~ 1n hi~ housc:nold).~ccordlny to him he 
was pror.!ised ~u c per houX ~.;en he took this contract in IJ75, buL 
upon arrival in Welkom fo'unc' th"t he was pair: anI y 6U c per hour. 
i:Jy riove"lO·er 1963., thi,~ he,d .biC_·nine '-ased to ~l 101. 4[1 per fortnight, 
fran' which " 11 is ceuuct,.'C tor a ".j~:y uonus in Jecember. lie 
norr.;ally works ninEo. ho,.Jrs per d<lY nd f1ve days per week. "EvEory 

~ 

I 
I 
I 
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I';::vury ;"onth ;:'Il~'/ rai~e it ..... 1 5 c or 15 C,. It is :'~~,:refore better 
to remaill at work for a long time else the moneYOJ.on' t go up", he 
explainad, but continued : "The money is nat good enouyh, but there 
is n'otlling you can co". From nis earnings he normally sends R_oU '. 
home "vry forcnight. "At Uiell',om you have to save as much as possible 
and then ,you don't eVen. na·ve enClu;h money left for banking". 

;,t Welkom Joseph sha.res a roomwitn 12 ot.her migrants in a municipal 
hostel. "There are dasotho, Xhosas, Tswanas and Zulus as they are 
all from different tribes". Althbugh he t~ies his best to speak 
all these languages he admits that he cannot speak ~lu very well. 
At the hostel.no food is provided for them, but there arc kitchen 
facilities they use for co~king. He mentioned that for leisure 
time acti,vities :. "Youngstei:s play soccor or other games, but l am 
old and just ~it and talk with my ~orkmates until I go to sleep." 
lhe,re is also ,a ,beer hall ·near the hostel whi·ch is otten .t'requenteO 
by prostitutes. "They ask i< 20 for sex. Dnly 'for il moment, not for 
the whole nig·ht. "f1:er tho'se few. second's it is enough •.•• Tney go 
around in their see tnrough dresses and the men just crumble." 
A problem Josephc9t:1s1ders ·to De ot' great ~mportance in Welkom is 
that of tsotsis. "At the nost~l there Was a placard saying: THIS 
lHJ.IOUS UF '(OU:1S. ·J.\::l\:'lE GOING Tu S:;A,'IE IT.!' He recalled eight 
d~fferent occasions on which 11e "as robbed by tsotsis (six times 
.in Welkom ·.,nd twice on the bus. nome to Kgano) •. The amounts stolen 
varied t'rom A 12 and H 15 and Josepn did not think that the police 
do their,duty in protecting mlgrants •. He sa~ tne police as part of 
the problem. and suggested : "Sometimes the policemen are fr~ends 
01" the tsots'is. They will meet the tsotsis an the streetcorner 
and go fifties." He also recalled an encounter in which two polic,­
men stol~ money. from h~m. He e~p1ained that after sleep~ng ~n the 
wrong room 1n the nostel ne and a rew work~ates we~e arrestiu. 
tiefore arrival at the charge officetney were, however, asked to 
pay R 10 to each policeman to be set Tree. "The ,Zulus paid R 20 
'each, but 1 only paid R 10 as I am not scared. n 

Joseph normally visits his wife and children in Kgano once per mont~ 
but explained that whenever he buys clothes for his children in 
!Lelkom he does not have enough money 1ef'~ to go home .and just 
sends the clothes. He normally co~es home by taxi or private ,car, 

'which takes him right up to the doorstep of his house. The costs 
of a single journey is R 11 by bus, R 12 by car and R l~ by taxi. 
Joseph, however, never uses the bus as he considers it too dangerous 
"It is better to lose your money than it is to lose your life", he 
explained •. 

This case shows the lack of bargaining power migrants have in the 

context of high rates of unemployment. It is also indicative of a 

tenOency among migrants tohol.d onto their contra,:ts at whateyer C?:;ts. 

In relation to.t~is point another migrant explained: "If you should 

loose you~ job now it would be difficult t? find another. The best is 

therefore to keep your contract no matter how bad it is." This stor~ 

also indicates that secure employment does not necessarily imply that 



~egular remittances gre ~rought O~ 3Bnt nODe due to the vulnerability 

of migrants to theft. 

Overaoll the links between Kgan') hou'seholds and female migrants (for 

whom. do~estic service is just about the o.nly availaql~ category, of 

employment) were weaker than those with male migrants. In the':fou'r 

cases of female ,migran2·y-.in th~ sample no single member at, any house­

hold knew the amounts earned by migrants and money was either seldom 

or irregularly.ie~itted. It is also ielevant th~t no fem~l~ m~grant 

in .~the sample wa~ mar.ied. 

, 
The onLy significant centres of employment l:!hich are not comp'letely 

ou~ of reach to Kgano' s' commuters are Ha'rrismi th and tiethlehem. Tne 
J 

sample included only five daily.and one weekly commuter l:!ho were all 

employed in Harrismith. They travelled by buses departing from Kgano to 

PhuthaditJhoba at 3.00 ~m, 4.00 'am and 5.00 am • At the bus depot 

in Phuthaditjhaba they, along 'with commuters trom other closer settle-

merit s in QwaQwa have to wait for buse,s to Harrismith. Although the 

wi te of a daily commuter did not consider the R 4 for a weekly bus 

ticket as"too ~xpensive" she noted that "many p~ople areco~plaining, 

but they don't want to face the tact". Commuters complained about 

the inefficiency of the bus service and noted that due to the poor 

conditions of QwaQwa's gravel r~ads a single bus ~rip from Kgano to 

Harrismith could take nearly three hours. It was also alleged that' 

buses often arrived la~e and sOI.let.1mes railed' to arrive. Although the 

sample included no labourers who commuted to Bethlehem In July 19B3 

it was suggested that those who work in Bethlehem are more likely to 

be weekly commuters. The case study beolow provides an insider'. 

perspectlv,e on some of the entailments of this form of .labour control. 



CASE No.4; LOW WAGES AND LITTLE TIME FOB SLEEP 

After Johannes Serabe1e left the mines, where h~ worked for nine 
years, in 1981 due to an injured leg he 100ke9 for work in another 
sector of employment. He remained unemployed until March 19B3, when 
he. was approached by a friend who worked as a daily commuter .. at a 
Hardware store in Harrismith. The friend told Johannes that he 
could find work for him at the Hardware store, on provision that 
johannes·paid him R 5. For this he ~ook Johannes' reference book 
to" the ·ollner of the store· and"pleaded with hir.l so that I' could get 
IIlork ~n.Harrismith." 

. From March until September Johannes had to wake at 2.00 am every 
'weekday and t·ake the 3. UO·am bus' for Harrismith in order to arrive 
at work in time. He normally returned home at 7.00 pm and then only 
had enough time for supper as!he normally went to sleep at B.OO pm. 
In June 1983 he was one of 26 commuters from Kgano to be arrested 
bOy the Harrismith police on'the charge th<lt his reference book was 
not endors~d appropriately. For this 'offence' he was fined R 25 
and his employer R 50. Johannes considered this as extremely unfair. 
"If a man does not work there is the possibility of theft, but if 
e m.an is employed there is no trouble! " He also noted that many of 
t.hose arrested paid for themselves and ret·use~ to supply the names of 
their employers to the police as they feared the· loss of their jobs 
if their employers knew of their arrests • . 
Johannes was deeply dissatisfied about his weekly wage of H 2~ and 

··c·onsidered it as "just equal to a bag of mealie meal". He also 
mentioned that when his wage was issued he only received R 24.U9 
and did not know what this llc deduction was for. He was affraid 
to ask his employer as "He would only say 'If you are not satisfied 
you can go to QwaQwa where they earl") only R 15 per month." lLtlen . 
I interv1ewe~ Johannel in July 1983, it was on a Monday morning 
when he was not at work ashe Had wok en up too late t or the 3. lJU am 
bus. He told me that he had notgona to work, because "it you are 
late you are not paid for the hours that ~ou work. It il therefore 
better for latecomers not to go to ,"ork." In :'e;:Jtember 1963 Johannes 
was either retrenched or resigned. The detail~ or the t~rmination 
of employment at Harrismith is not known to me. Johannes merely 
sa~d·: "Tncit Job· was not secure." 

The story of Johannes confirms tne following conclusions drawn by 

Ehlers (19B~) in her study of commuter laoourers trom Kwandebele to 

Pretoria i. e. that long distance com."uting implies: a l~ck of sleep, 
. "f ~. J 

high transport·costs, absence from work due to overcrowded buses or 

oversleeping an~ J.on" periods of sbsence from home which means that 

commute~ labourers (~ike migrants) are unavle to meet the demands of 

family responsibilltiDs. 

Other strategies for survival 



.is theEe is no guarantee that income deEived tEom wage employment is 

suffici;;nt to enSUEe the su;:vival ~f non- crnployed re5iden.ts of Kgano, . 

:Jther SoUEces of inc.:..:ne :;re cif' cFucial impoEtance. The prov~sion of. 

social secu~~ty payments in Kgano is, however, extremely li~l~ed •. ~o 

single unemployed person in Kgano recej.ve~ar:iything that. vaguely resem­

bled unemployment insurance payouts and only one member of .the sampJ,e 

site populations received injury compensation·money.("seeca;e"no; S}.­

lLbmen over 60 and men over 65 years of age were often. unable to prove 

their ageia~the pensions office. Pension.payments· generally ~aried 
. ., 

from about ~ 4U to R 98 every second month. Cultivati~r:i and strick holding 

which once provided a wage subsidy for many ho~~eholds in the area had 

also disappearetl as a result of relocation. 

It is in this context that I ~Ji·sh to isolate five dit:fer.ent strategies· 

undertaken by Kgaho housenolds to combat some. of the worst aspects at· 

poverty. Although these are not always s~ccessful, 1 ~quld argue that 
. . 

without these the chances of survival of Kgano households wouldoe 

considerably .demlnished: 

tl) Informal income earning 

.,.-' 

Apart tram. wage employment residents' of: Kgano also engage' '1'n a wide 
~". . ... 

variety of informal income generating ac.tivities. These inciu~a : the 

daily rental of garden implements (at. ~ 1 p~r' whe.IOarrow and SOc per 

spade) and the sale of cowdung a~ 20 c per bucket •. Mor.e. common types 

~f income earning are : fruitselling. the provision of ~ariotis social 
. -

services (ranging fi:omsho~ repairs to divination) and'patty commodity 

producti.on ( SUCh as knft t1n~, b'ik ing, . b"iadmal<lng erid ~e.er' I;li:awing). 

These'activities can be distinguished froni piece- jabs dn the basis 
'. J 

cna~ those who engage in them are self employed~ 



in few instan~es do the~e activities cbnstitute a buffer against 

uneinployment. Evidence from K(lano shows th:at in most instances these 

activities depend, for their initiation and perpetuation, almost directly 

on income derived from wage employment or social security payments. 

This ~s· clearly'de~onstrated in the caje study below. 

CASE No. 5 FRUITSELLING IN KGANO 

IIIDIfTII 
~-----------------------------

In June 1983 the only wage earners in the Maraletse household 
.were ~irs. Maraletse, who worked as a domestic in Brakpan i3nd seldom 
sent money home, and Joe who worked at a scrapyard in Welkom where 
he earned R 48 per ~eek. Monty normally works on the Virginia mines 
on contract where he is paid R 10.25 per day. In February 19&3 he, 
howevei, seriously injured his spine during a rockfall and was sent 
home on leave for a period of six months. According to Plonty he ·was 
paid a lump sum of R I 285 compensation for this time. Neither 
Mokgets, aged 3D, nor his two sisters have ever been employed 
although they have searched desperately for work. 

As a form of income earning Mokgete, Monty an~ their three younger 
brothers (who are still in school) sell apples and oranges in Kgano. 
Using ~tinty's compensation money they normally buy two boxes of 
apples (at from R 3.tlO to R 4.00 each) and one box of orangeS 
(at R 2.30) from the fruitsellers at the Phuthaditjhaba bus depot 
every weekend. They normally go by bus and pay 50 c per return 
journey each. Ihe fruit is then sold on a house to house basis in 
Kgano. They normally charge 10 c for a large apple and 5 c for a 
small one. "On one weekend we Mormally sell three boxes, out this 
could be m~re"~onty explained. According to him they normally make 
R 6 to R ~ p~ofit per box and in this way an ad~itional household 
income of up to R 24 per week could b~ secured. 

Just as money is needed to bUy apples and oranges to sell, money 1S 

also rewuired to purchase wool, needles, thread, beads and flour so 
~ 

" that jerseys or caps could be knitted, beadworks made or buns baked. 

This small tinancial outlay often prov~s too exp6nsiVD for rndny nousc-

noles. In thl~ rcg:,rd inform;=.nts cX;:Jli.:inLL : "1 can easily makE! 



i 1-----

vetk;)eks to sell; '::Jut ~,li3 ':·3nno;; beo ;..:Jnil a", it costs ta.) much", "1 

have never tried because my husband does not send un'ough money", and 

"iJe don't even have a rand to buy oranges which we could sell."It is 

for this reason that no member 'of any of the five site populations 

without access to wage employment in the sample engaged in informal 
r 

income earning in June 1983. These activities therefore provide an 

additional rather than alternative source of income, thereby serving to 

supplement rather than to substi tute wages. 

There are,however, exceptions to this rule, as indicated in the following 
. . ' 

case study of a household of 11 members which adequately subsist on the 

earnings of a s'?tf- employed musicia.n. 

CASE No 6 : THE HISTORY UF A 3UCCESSFUL MUSICIA~ 

Daniel was born on a farm in the Senekal district in 1956~ As the 
farm was close to the Senekal location it was convenient for him and 
his siblings to attend school there. Here he completed 3tandard 
three and first 'discovered that he was musically inclined. A mis­
understanding between his sister-in-law an~ the wife of the farm 
owner, for whom she worked as a domestic, however, resulted in tneir 
leaving the "arm and coming to Ql!JaQwa in 1974. 

After arrival Oani el spent some time struggling unsuccessfully 'to' 
find work; but then decided to go to Johannesburg to leam music .• 
After ,some nfonths he returned and formed his own local band. ". 
Initially he had a ran~e of different people p13ying for him. They, 
however, demanded an equal share of the takings so he was left .~ 
with little to live on. His sollution to this problem was to .teach 
younger members of his family to play 'and in June. 1983 the, balid', . 
comprised of himself, two of his elder sister's children (aged"'13 
and nilie respectively) and his maternal cousin who ",as only 14 
years old. As they are still' in school he pays them on'ly pocket .. 
money from the takinp. 

Tne band, known as the SOUND BRUTHERS, normally plays four times 
per weekend (Frid.ay and Saturday evenings and" Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons). Venues normally include tents put up for ·th!s purpose 
and school halls in the closer settlements •. Normally charging R. r 

,for adults and 50, c for children takings amount.ed to R lOU-' I( 400.""' 
per weekend session. Daniel complained that in places where- he used 
school facilities he had to pay R 10 for hire and sometimes snd',,' . 
sometimes the school principals would demand half of the. proceeds, ' .. 
for school funds. rhe band has gone on tour outside QwaQllls ;bur ",' 
times. On these accassions gigs held in or near the hostels in~ . 
SASUL iI and lilelkom brouQht in Bstween R agO and R 3 oOil. paniel 
composes his own music and plays mainly underground .. disco, soul 
and traditional Sotho song.s. He spoke of a longing' ~o b,e~,ore 



su~~es~f~l;" to be~ome better !<nown and to have hi~'o~ 'manager~"He -' 
a!!>.p ~0~9!!{:I;;~for ,an. ol)port;unity"to l)1ake~his.:own<::recordl'i' .~1.; '" ,',c'. ''''. I~ 

• .:.)'~ ~ '.~J.. _. '.), ~ .. .:.. .to f',:.~;;,~ \!. .. \'.: ::;'} !':;:'H .. .4. : .. ~,)jr.;"1 (,,91.1"; ,;". ;"j:::1 

Alth~u~h Oani~l ~annut be considered as a wege earner I have included 
;':n ... ..,i.~j~~ ,.t :'':.ri. }."' ':tl',1 '1'} ofr. • .; ·;·.)O:-:~-lr:~ t";r~ .!~,-. .; r;·:;tti 'J: : ;f~: 

him in Tables land 2. Firstly beCl;luse of the secl,lrity of employment and 

secondi Y '''t~~~~~s~ Da~'i ~J. ;'~ W~~kl Y :~~rning!('~f\ ~~ \~ R '!~OO;'bef~:~' ':Xp'~~~~s 
,. or. :.~~~}\.:,:\.,~~ n1:,)·it1'~~;"·;.! e~~j:::!' .. .;ij:,";~." ':":.::ll:·~~' .t;,..;.l ':.t:qt r.t prl1~·'·rtot:, ',:';':~1'. ;,',; 

fat: eicceedttiose of other residents in 'Kgano who are self employed. 

l2) Involuntary transfers 

1'\ n "';,;0;","" :.,~::; ~~ .J !;:; .-, _~. ~::':,.f:; :.~ .ti-"fi>i -'! t.'I -'~ ,;. !_.!:: e ~,f': l' C.Lt :~ r:~:. ( .t C(: .:;>!.f ;;! 1;. \;'OJ(lr~,~:? ~{!;, ~";-.i!.i~'t l' 
~ike piece-jobs, pensions and fruit selling involuntary transfers (inclu-
• nf1.:..~ ;"::: -t::-i,_"!li~ "f"'~"1:;·.r,';.bt.: ·;:~,i(~~' :"·l;.;;:::.~~':;:."r· .t.'. 1;:-~ "~:';'J."1$"~I,...'-~." f: 1 .... '{~~f,j.:t~ ;:.;,,;:!::~'.: 
ding theft. pickpocketing, burgla~y and even kidnapping) provide an 

, ;::';',-):'~"".'" ";;'_'?( i~ 1(,"·:::,,'r1.::..n'l£',:: 
additional/alternative source of income" for some preople in thei; struggle 

for survival. In Kganp.,- t"E~~::.:';:,,:h~£!!~,there::ar~.:,a!~.?~t °00 :t::~_c:h.~:tor:~l?, 

these activi1;i,es take on the f·orm of'tsotsi-ism! rather than Robin, 
H~:J pr~ l't'L:J:-"l .'\.( <;~':',t'l: .~: I':~ 1",:-<" ;~".,:~ t::: ,;.Ji.·":' !:., ".() .-.~(;:) ,~~w' .:.~ ;;""-J-,'-.. 

Hi:iQdi 5..0·;:5"11 tt sot ~r i'accorCling' to';KiCern~n ~ (1977- :.: 34) i'i: sa "'i~:ilJndeief'~ 
........ ! •. ':.:..-.-.--.-.- ~~::'O·.i .-,,: !~.J<:J.~ ,,:~,.:;...'~,! '':,~:/:~::F ';:!-::-:<~~'t:; ;,:/:-: ·-.:{.. .. t!i . .:. r ':<1. ,,;t~ 

lUho preys particuiatl"y bii1A'ardworkiilc:J tr'8veller'S:~nd'by'~i:iicile:ni' me'an~5 
i;rl~;'! <'HiJ ~," '9. ~ ~ . '-{ (1:; e"~'.1S .. f{;i.~. - 1'; ~~ '1 :;\ f ~ .::'2 1:: -" ".i .'t:::'~J".; :ttld <;; :"'U':i..J.):i :..!~. -:~: CflU 

rell'es ttiemf'of.·-!··~their ;..'e'ar·(ll'n·gs:i-":,· :.,::'!~:~ S '-;'~ :~r,,; ~-:;:l:~ .. J '·~~t ,:;J:-;;({:!:I:) 

'. ~ I): ~ '.': ~~~. 

: I I .• 1 . 

As the' vi ct'iin s at· tsot'sis' are n'o.r~'a!l/ ·t~~ P,?W~p_,,~s or §~g:~r,:r'; fbK~ 
commu·t'~r'labo'i.Jrers arrrving ,;,cirileon 'th'e' '1ate buse~ ,th~ey"', 'hr/ g'i:~kti~ 

j i~.:'· 't;:;-:.t'!.J ',.i4 I.'t": ~:t;):t.-;~ . .; ;:~.; ~(; G ~~ .•. _:.;;o .:..,.,; .... ~1.:: .. ; ';;~:".;-,;;.;'~~' ~·.:.~n{··f.; .. :~)r~ 

despi~ed b·yr~rsJ~eht s_'Of I<,gano': Trte'p'e'rvasl-V:~!1eiss o~f;th'1t'e i~t ~~ar\~·';{ s 
," nn.o .. t;. ~;; .~, .... :~~ .~ l,~ .. '.J t J...... ,~ J 10;.. '~ . .t~';, ~~, '~;--.'~;~':'t.!(;; 

cl ea:riyt':i'"rl~st'r ~t'kd in"! ~t"ti(;j fol f'tl"'wl h~g ;'''s~t'at;eineh't::s :': ~,;" ~ _:.":.1 1! ~\ -, r,- t,., .:".r,.) 
io-.t. '/l",~ :~ .. ,.: .')"1.:{ {l"( U·~':; !·,irl\<:"<.;..,.j;':i -e.AJj t~';::i \\",t ,\,r~.!.I,. ," :.~."" ,"1 ··.Ji'~S 

-:4,:,:0l.l {.i~t· -""I)" ,;'C,,~ (I !i.}r.J;'~ !~.t .Li.t.!-;; ;7.'; v(:rL:;' ,~. ,;1 .... ;.:::i .... ~l'1. 
." .... :., '{ ~.' '., i "ti ". ,~.,. '1 "., I' !"'t,:> 

"The tsotsis slaughter and kidnap people ~nd ask'for the~t mbn~y. 

~':!.er!. .~o?'t~,eop;~~e,a~?'·nt-~!~lf., \~fAl~;>,·,)~,~F d1~Rn:t ,.y;o~u ",';.f3ni~~t', ,~v;,9'1,~,~1~, 'f rom 
\'-~~~~~'~lJ? °Ol,)G e~:j.f!~Xul.J~~ •• !:'~·IS i?~'~·d."l·J'J~-;: ::i.:.h:H.;jJ,i. ..... {;~! ",·vl-:;. '1 j t:~'''~''Joi\~~1.rJ:; "). ~n 

:'"tml:t''\iS·~k1,g~eiroUSJ forl a ·liiom;an'~ii ecloi'i.i:;e" J;oJ"!C;hnot''''walk'at' n'ight: '1 t­
'i ~:; \tleret(ore 'b'et teF;,~ost~y :i~); .h~~.e .... ,,:n.~,.to~,.,lpc,~· i~he ~?ors[ .r,,?~ '~,t; 
'you'die"it is""'bettei:>"to die)"at··'home-.~ •• ~·If y-o'u 'have 2Uc_ in. your 

t.. "pocket ~:fhey ,{'Wi:ll~~~~te:ja~1~",:._fl}.;!t~·~:2!;:t~~~:~,:~~ ~~~.i.~;:~ :,:~~':/:~;;:-.', ~ ~)f~.~::;~:,~j.~"t:~;~ 
.. tHi.i'~, .... ~ ~ -I "'~.!Li'f, :b7'~·;',~J.~.) ~'t1L:0:.;f .n.t~,q';,':'t~·.lj~~ J.~·.O!L1~ ~.[ij !:'t·1-i.'f~." ''l;) 

Some ir.f65T'~9~~:,n~~~t~~7~~~~'f,e~'lj:Z:~~\ti1i/i ~~,&~l;~ bec6~'e ts6f~i';:in 

.!.,:~",;,~,~,,!,~:~:,,:;:~,~.;.- r. ~-i .. ";,-::'"'~',l .. ~~ .. :, ;'-".;'~" ~ . .-, ~ ~ ..... 
5. See '·lobsbL'i.,m (LO',/ for 'thE nrgumen ... tn· 't in ·som,," inst2.nccS these 
activities provide.potent-i2l gro~th points for resistance, ~articularly 
"hen bandits rob traditional enemies of the poor. 



resp,:lnse to ;Jilaal;:;loYiOent. ,. f et;; ale i .. f or:nant, who can sic c r",d unemp lOYi7lEnt 

to be the ;n=!jor problem, in' Kg3no made this very,explicit. "I have been 

looking for work for t,w,oi years and other people have waited for contracts 

for longer than six years.' This is why there, are sq many tsotsis 

stealing and 'kidnapping people." The co;relatlon between unemployment. 

and theft is also demonstrated in the case study below. 

CASE No.7: BEING ROBJED 

Soon after the r'lofokeng household arrived in Kgano' th~y experienced 
great problems with tsotsis. "In the nights when people would sleep 
gangs of tsotsis would enter into their houses. after' breakinc;; open 
the doors, and demand money from them. If During the course of one 
night in 1974 Selina and her mother suddenly awoke after hearing a 
~ang on their door. "Three tsotsis were standing in the house. The 
tsotsis told us that they were unemployed and demanded money fr,om ' 
us, but theJti\did not say how much." 3elino3 recalled that her mother 
refused to give them any money. "The tsotsis did not have any money 
but they fought with my mother." She and her mother then ran away 
to sleep in the house of chief Morena as he was the one who had 
given them their site. When they returned to their homestead the 
next morning they found that all their dish~s, pdts ~nd saucepans had 
been stolen. Selina also heard that the tsotsls had broken into 
the hous~ of their neighbour and forced the lady tq give them H20 • 

.lt is, due to ,the pervasiveness of crime in Kgari,o .tha~', a police station 

was built near the bus stop in Uctober 1982. lrifor'in.~mts 'lIIho liv,ed near', 

the police station generally reported thatsinr;:e,'tl)en there had been a 
~ . 

sharp decline in crime. Others noted, nowever, that the police: had 

nardl.Y any effect."They (the pollee) don't do their, job ••• rl'!e',?~lpr1is. '", ':',"", ' , 

are those scholars at J( gano High School. They stab,bed a woman to' deatfi, '" 

but the policemen don't go into their yard. They,are afraid of ~hose 

kids ", 1 was tpld. 

(3) Kl.nship ;.,' , 
.',.,,: 

":.". 

The first senSEi in which residents of J(gano use' kinstilp as a resource in 

the struggle for survival is 'the shadng' of dom,est'il::'Je,Sp.onslbi11tie~ 
• . , .. < >." '/:-.,:';-;J:!!."', ~;., ,'~ \ 

between household members. In the context 'a" iIIiOfa~t labour nouseh\?ld,' 



6 
m.anagl;lment, however, presents it sel f as a formidab le task. c;reat 

di-ssatl5faction .about the sepaution "Df households ~re e·icj:iressed. 

~en voiced the: following complaints : "Uheh the father is gone he 

3u. 

.for«.;let5 .about the children" ; itA woman never' knows hOIll much her 'husb'and 

I;!'arns ..... He '!lay spend his'mone'y on drink ':01' on other ·women, byt on'e can 

never 'know". It is also signific!!nt to note that; many dependents did not 

'know what kina of work male migrants did • .On the other hand a m.ale 

m!grantex~ilained : "'ilbmencan easily complain., but they ha~a never been 

ri!,igrljints. It (the .place of employment) is ~ar, and you don't even see 

",your, children grolll old.-•• Y'ou don't elien kn~,w\,i.f your childrl;!n are ill. II 
. ", \ -

Such t·ensions make sound relationsbet,ween hou,sehold members,difficult tq 

maintain and .can lead to divo.rce and in exception;el instances complete 

housenold disintegration. This is ,by no ·means inevitable, however. 

~rom a very young age children help their Mothers with the building of 

mud hou.es, domestic chores such as cleaning, weshing, cooking fetching 

wood and collecting firewood. As many parents are illiterate children 

also often do shopping for them. To meet the costs of schooling scholars 

~fCen seek 'piece-jobs' during school vacations. Scholars who work in the 
V 

ufban and industrial centres of common South Africa hardly eve~ go on 

contract. The mother of a scholar who went to visit his relatives in' 

S'asolburg, from where he looked for "piece-jobs in the gardens of whites" 

duri-ng the December vacat~on of 191:13 ; explained:" ilHEl never went to 

the Labour Bureau ••• I am hoping he gets work. It is two weeks now." 

like childien grandparents also help Lith domestic chores, engage 1n 

6. Murray l19ul :~7-48) for instance points o~t that in th~s context a 
household cannot cannot be defined as a co~·residential group -as most 
~~l~s and few females spend their middle years absent from home-. nor in 
terrol's of kinship -as "there is a striking 'variation in the actual kinship 
composition Doth Detween households arod .. ithin househoJ.Gs over time." " 
household therefore comprises both people who share a homestead and 
act as a unit of consumption ~lus absent members tho continiously 
contribc.te tOeards tl1eir maintenance. 



pensions ~o domestic grants; Ihe cuse belo~ clearly illustrates the 

vzluc"of the cant~ibutian of d grand~arent to the pnysical m~intenance 

of household members. 

CASE No. 8 THE CONTRI~UTI0N OF 'MALEFU 

After she had worked as a ~omestic in Johannesburg for 31 years 
after the death of her husband 'WaLefu decided to join the household 
of her oldest son Lefu in Kgano. In this household of seven m~mbers 
Lefu, who works in Vereeniging and sends only R 50 "hoine every 
second month, is the only wage earner. AlthJugh Lefu's two oldes~ 
daughters have completed Standard five in Kgano primary school, they 
were unable to continue their schooling due to financial problems. 
Lefu's wife still has a baby and therefore cannot seek employment. 

It is for these reasons that 'MaLefu's contribution is extremely 
valuable. She c6ntributes to the hous~hold income ~ith her pension 
and money detived from beadwork. 'NaLefu's pension amounts to R 40 
every second month, ~hi~h she fetches from the Kgano Labour bureAu. 
She furthercore makes a profit of ~ 20 every second month from 
selling beadworks in Kgano. According to her the beads and thread 
are very expensive, but she argues: "!J.hen J. am not lazy I make many. 
ilihen I make these beads.I can also buy snuff." 

A second sense in which the ideology of kinship is of great importance is 

in the relations of mutual aid constructed between households and thos~ 

who can be related to them by tiec' of blood. In timesot crisis such as 

unemployment, ~l;ness, death and sudden hospital expenses kin. ,are 

normally the first to provide m'oral and financial assistance. Poorer 

households are also forcee;! to rely on the constant suppo'r,t. of kin. A's 

an informant ,explained: "We are often helped by relatl\1sswho provide 'U9;, 

with money, mealie meal anc;! everi shoes.~ 
, \ 

CASE No 9 HELPI NG OUT T liD I'IENTALI. Y 01 STUMBEu KIll 

l[flaTumo and her oldest son, who i;s 20 years old have oath been un­
emplo'yed for more than two years. Their household of elght members. 
therefore depend exclusively on the wafes at' her husband, lIIho wotks' 
as a daily ~~in~uter at a tannery in Harrismith and ear~s R SO ~er 
weak. 

According to 'MaTumo her husband's two brothers. who are 40 and 45· 
years old ~espectiv~ly, are both mentally distutbed. ~etore they' 
arrived 1n Kgano in 1975 they both stayed at a hospital in Allenridga 
After being di~ch~rg?d from the hosDit~l: the~ obtained. a sit~ , ' 
across the road fro l"IaTumo's homestead. "It was better. wheti' the,v; 
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came" she explained, and continued "but after four years things 
again went· IIIrong". S.j.nce 1979 both brothlrrs-in-la!ll.b:avebeen 
ho'spitalized in QW<lQ!IIa for intermittent periods. som.et1mes for 

: longer than three ,niQnths.'MaTulilo normally COoks for them at her 
,o1lir, hom4;!st~adevery day. "It is a lot of work. ;but ~f you halle to 
,help your family it is' a matter of must-. She emphasized that they 
were extremely dependent upon each other: "ld1en ~)Oe visits here 
theoth'efone"lill' 'crumble •••. rMey are us.ed to liy,!.ng on their Olin." 
cOr hef tlUOibrothefs-in-lawonly one receives It disability pension 
ofRBO every two months, 'Whereas the other Mas been waiting rO'f 
such a pension for longer than a yeaf."fIIsT.umo's 'hUsband dpes not 
consider this, pension as enough to keep them going and normally 
gil/8sthem R 20 pe.r month from \IIhlch they buy .\!Iood and coal.' 

Kil'!$,hip reiat.ionsaril, hO\!lavef"pbligatory <;Ind.'deqiands' for' a,!.d <;I1ong 

these line's aN not withol;lt limit. Thes.e relations "Iso have to be 
• Ii .. 

con.tinuaH,y reaffirmed 'by means of visiting and cpmmunlcation. it i.s 

for thi.s 'reason that1t i6easier to mobilize-support t'r·om k,!.n .who at", 

o,r,closer ~esident{al proxim'i·ty. This is seldom tte case as a 'result .. of 

the demise of many formerly !1Istablished relationships as a result at 

relocation which has been experienced by all households in Kgano. 

(,4) Neighbo,urliness 

Insofar as relotions of reciprocity and mutual aid are concerned networks 

constructed between resid"nts of nearoy sites, asVphraf?ed in the ideom ot 

!uiighbourliness, are also of great importance. 1\ lack of conf;ern with, 

the lIIell-bein.g ,of one's nej.ghbours and secrecy are oy no means norms in 

Kgano. This was made very explicit when I, in the .course of conversation, 

meritionedthat soma residents of Cape Town do not know who their neigh­

bours are. Replies ot'disbeli'€lf ranged ttCJ.": : "This 1S bad. ~ (no)" 

to "jt is not good. dy living in that way they are livin~ l1keonimals. 

It 1.S only animais that don't talk to one another." All intormants 

considered thei.I nelghoours as friendly sod nelpful. Common replies to 

my questions were: "Iruely speaking ~hey Bre very gOJd" ane "Uur 

'" ne1.ghoours arB Just likG family." The later reply is indica~iue of an 

attempt to construct social ooligetions almost .• similor to those of, 

kinship. 



The mutual cxch~nge ~f favours 3n~ ~ co~~lex systen gf borrocing and~ 

lending are examples of reciprocal relat~ons of mutual aid between 

nei ghbours. Informant s rep art eo that although they considtlred all n eigh­

bours as friendly and helpful, those from whom items are borrowed have 

to be carefully ,selected. Due to generalized poverty borrowing and' 

lending networks can, however, not be too exclusive. It was explained 

that : "neighbours are not reluctant to offer ~idj but ~ou cannot 

borrow from the same neighbours too often. " Items commonly subject .to 

borrowing and lending arrangements include fi'reo.:ood, coal, matches, 

salt, sugar, mealie meal, garden implements ali.d. small amounts of money. 

The pervasive~ess of borrowing a~d lending in Kgano wa$clearly 

'illustrated wherti\I asked a female informant how long a bag of meaiie 

meal lasted in her household. "About two to three weeks if neighbours 

don't borr.ow any" ,was the reply. Another informant reported that she 

sometimes resorts to doing her 'shopping in the e'venings as she tried 

to avoid claims from too. many borrowers. Although neighbours were 

genera~ly expected to return the goods that tney borrowed (see case no. 

2) it was acknowledged that goods were sometimes not ~eturnei:f. A." 

pensioner, whose three sons all had acceSs to wage'emp~oyment, b~ast.ed· 
, " ' 

tnat he ohen helped hls neighbours without expec;ting'them to make' : 

returns. "H I se'e tl'lat the children. ~f my neighbo~~;~ ~cc,;t«?ss the fo'ad; 
. J ~ 'I ", ;\~ 

don't' have any porridge to eat 1 shall send them,a tin' ofp~~ridge~ Ii,' 

The motives of lenders who are bet.ter off are unde~s~ood a5fo11oW8 : 

"People who ar.e better off h~l.p as thei don't live a better lire ro~ 

a long time. They ",ili also have financiai.<,prob~einS and need he~p. n" 
. "'" -, -', 

, .' ., . ~ , ~ 
.. 1 :~.', ,,-),- ~';. 

In times of crisis the assistance 0-( neighbours may' p,roue of conaldetabl'e 

impO-rtance. In addition or' iil ~he absence of kin: fHU.ghbours P~~~i~d::' .' 
.' '~~~. " :,-!'. ; 

moral support, render companionship and, make .loaos. lIIi thout ~xp~ctlno 
~ - '.' ' 

ilIiinediat EF ret-urn$, There are. however. clear limi ~at1.oris i~' the, 

capacity of neighbourliness as a strategy for survival. This II.! 

~\ . ' .. ' 
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:. ,'~~e}srl.,.Y i1l4strated .in the case of th.e Sefatse househp~.d below in' which 

: '. : "~age ~ploYment. 'wa~ term1nated. 
.... .... . 

\:\.~~,~.~ :" ~-p 
:;CASE -No, 10 THE SEFATSE HOUSEHULD 

';, . ~' ... 

A CASEIN THE FAILURE OF 
KIN SHIP AND NEIGHBOURLI NESS < .~-

: ,Since> 1S·74. when the Sefatse household arriv.ed in Koano from a farm 
, j:n the'Senekal district, Mr, Sefatse has had intermittent labol,lr 

. ~ontracts,. In lS7She .secured employment wi tIP . SASOL 1.1 as. a construc­
tion worker. Along 'with many others from QwaQwa he did not realize. 
t,hat this two y,ear contract was not renell!able, In 1962 when Mr, . 
,Sefatse wasretrt:lnched he had 'deliellopedan illness (probably T .B. J 
. which 'made it difficult to obtain another job, He nonetheless 
managed to secure work at Bethlehem in mid- 19~2, but after 'two 
'months he was too ill to contJ,.nue working and returnl;!d home -Where 
he' lay recovering for several months. Towards the end of 19t1i he 
,again felt well enough to continue looking for work, but thUS far 
nis searen has oeen unsuccessful. A special d·i1lema ;j;,S that ne had 
been unatile to pay the, R 10 Special Development tox at the start of 

":1.983 as all available income had been used for SUbsistence. Tnis has 
meant tnat due to special reg~lations issued by tile uwaQwa legisla­
tive Assembl~ he is unabl~ to obtain a labour contract at any of 
'uwa~lda' s labour bureaus. He cl"ims that on ,one occaSSl;on he got to 
the point of being offered a contract which Weeded to be attested­
but failed to secure it at that point. He has, however, persisted 
in going to the labour bureau in nope that of'ficl;als will relent. 

Edward, 'the oldest son of ~r. Sefatse, secured a cohtract at a 
'ste.el factory in Welkom dunng 1992 When he Wes !'/ years old. He 
was paid R 40 every fortnight and regu13rly send halt hl;S wages 
home. ~y June IY83 nis last remittance had been l;n ~ay and ~rs. 
Sefatse was worr~ed ,that Edward could not send in June as he was 
~lso ill. Sne thought that he could ~~ve b~~n sent to hospital or 
confined to the nostel, ~n lIIQich case he did not nave anyth~nl:l to 
send. Ndekete, who is 16 years old, was removed from schaal 1n mid-
19ti2 bec~use nis fees could not be met. He is still too young to 
be 1s5ueo with a reference book and has been unable to find a piece­
job in QwaQwa, ' 

ay 1:363 the Sefatse household was in ueep cn.Sl;S. "Irs. Sefatse and 
Regina had both been diagnosed as suffering from pellagra and ~rs. 
Sifatse also had suspected T.B. Lin~o was sent home fro~ school 
because she suffered sev •. re aOl: constant stomach uches cne had 
pasc..ed out in cl"s5 as ~ result of hurig8r. According to I'-,r. anc i',rs. 
Sefatse they had exhausted all possibilities for borrowing and 
begging in the neighb"urhood. Owing t~ the vagaries of relocation 
neither of th,::;-, had anI' kin in JW2Jwa on wnose support thG,' could 
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C"?;J;;':11d. Ln tt-,~; case of r.he 3ef?t3c ;-:ou39:r.:Jlc the las_ of .Jccess to 
w3ge emploY;:1snt nad ",eant that they ,had dropped out of networks of 
reciproCity.md sharing when these ware needed most urgently. A 
neighbour to thd household conceded these clai"'5 and noted that she 
bnd otners were ap~aled and ash~",ed of seeing ~rs. Sefatse literally 
starvIng to G'?ath ",here sne lay and of hearing he,r cries. 'ihe was,. 
nou:cver, unaole to do anythIng more to help 3S sne 2.1so nad no t'o'o'd 
nor ~oney in her house. 

l5) Associations of mutual aid 

The notion tna~ irnpovurlsncd comrnunltles are marked by a ldck of 

'voluntary associations' beyon~ the extended f2~11y 1S clearly contradic­

ted by evidence ~rom Kgano. In this s~ctlon I shall discuss three types 

" of eSSoclatl0n which have beEn explicitly created as a means'of coping 

U;lth some of the worst aspects of poverty. 
,-J\; 

Nearly all informants in the sample claimed to be memberS of a Durial 

society. These associatl0ns comprise a set of people who make formal 

finanCial contrlbutions an~ render moral support to fell6u: memDers left 

in destitute at the death of a close relative. Resldents of Kgano 

generally expressed the ideal that ohe snould die well and De ouried with 

dignity and e~tlmated that a decent funeral for an adult co~ld cost up 

to R 800. Funer'al expenses were said to include :: a coffin, mo,rtl,lary 

costs, tne rental of a car for transport of. a coffin and food and 

oeverages for the mourners. Such a huge immediate ·e.pen!!e is fa'r b,8y'ond 

the means of most households and if it were not for the assistance of 

burial societies relatives of the deceased would have'to rely on small 

collections taken for them bi their neighbours 'an~ settle for a pauper's' 
~ ;" . 

funeral. The largest of these associations in Kgano is a locGL branch 

of the !!!pate ke Ompili lLets bury each other) society which has abou~ 

150 members. The society has other branche~ in all clo~er ~ettlements 

in QwaQwa, Phuthaditjhaba and varioiJs O.F.S. townships. ~Iembers of 

the SOCiety have to pay 50 c monthly membership fees plus R' 2 every 
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time a member of the society or a close relative of a m,ember tparents 

forming part of his or her household, a sponce or child) dies. A 
. 1 

me~ber of the society explained:" lIhen there is a funeral the society 

will·buy a coffin, two sheep and if there is enough money left 

groceries will be bought for the family." It was also mentioned that 

members of the society assist with funeral arrangements and help with 

"things that they can cook". 

Although stokvel associations were also found in Kgano, these were not 

as weil supported as burial societies. Membership to these associations ,. 
were generall y con fined to about three to si x worn en who ei'ther made 

weekly payments of R 5 or montnly payments of R nu to II fellol1l member 

whose turn it was to hold a stokvel. 7 From this money an amount would 

be used to provide plates of food, tea, home-brew or 'Big Ace' beer 

cartons to oe sold at a party attended Oy about 15 people. All profits 

made at the stokvel would then go to the nolder thereof. An ex-me~ber 

of a stokvel association, who was forced to withdraw atter her pensron 

"did not come through ", reportedly scooped R ~5 at the party she neld. 

Due to the wiDe preva1 7nce of extreme poverty in ),g3no, many rnt'ormants 

could not afford~memoership fees. ~thar reasons supplied to. not 

belonging to tnese ussoci2tions vuried trom "I do not have that rnoorn 

laugn" or "tllat kind of rnterest ". 'I",any non-members nonet.heles5 found 

it possible to occassional1y participate 1n stokvels by buying plates 

of food, ,which varied from R 1. 20 to R 1.50 in price. This was not 

considered LO be "so expensive, because (at the shops)food is too 

expensive". 

encountered in ~gano. ~ccording to ~ur=ey (1975) these feasts, ~hich 

7. In Kgano stokvels weru considcrc~ to be stricti; bomen's busines~. 
"I':en 3rf~ tro'Jbl£'sor.1e. f':en wo~l[i fi ;"1: '-!nrj u") :J2.C Lhings", j was tClld. 



for the future, involve control~dd communication with the dead ~s 

initi_=ed by the living. TnG p~ocDdures of ~ ~habadimo, ~hich was 

attenced by about ~O people, was ~escribed as follows by an attendant 

"~t the ~arty IOU first enter and then yo~ h~ve to take some snuff. 
There3fter you may sll10ke "Joxer (a tobacco brand) if you want to 
2nd then you sit doll.n. to enyoy some home bre ....... A meal is then 
;:>rovidcd ••• At. thi;:; phebadimo ther~ lI:erefive "fo~JJ"s because tne 
nos~ saw theSE fowls in a dream." •.. 

Other informants considered it 3S pref~ble to slaughter a sheep or a goat 

but most agreed tha~ c~garette smoking was strictly prohioited. "You 

may not smoke a cigarette bec~use the old people never smoked these 

cigere~tes", I was told. it was also ment~one~ that ~hristians also 
. ;5\ 

attend and hol~ these feast;:; al~hough some churChes hcive attempted to 

prevant them trom Going so. The Fact that these feast~ may lead to a 

":;;i st rioution of mi grant earnin gs umong nei ghbours and kin was brought 

to my attention by an elderly lady, who, when I 'irst met her, comp1ainec 

that there was no food nor money in her house ... our days later, I was 

told that she had "delicious food, rree 0' charge" ~i a phabad1mo held 

oy one of her neighbours the previous day. ~he considered nerself too 

poor ever to hold a phaoadimo berselr. Som. or the ~dofest households 

in Kgano, however, also hold these teast:s as ,they (!!iore than anybody 

else) need luck to cope witn proolems experi.ence.~ in their daily lives. 

This is clearly illustrated in the foll04ing case study. 

CASE No.ll : ASKING THE ~AOI~O FOR LUCK. 

The only source of income for the household of 'rr,aJoseph, which has 
nine members. is a monthly remittance of R SO, s~nt by her.husband 
who works as a migrant in Krugersdorp. In September 1983 when he 
returned ~ome for? brief visit, he decidedto.hOld a Ph~badima 
due to a 'probl-em ].n the house". He was worried because he ha made 
no progress at work and his salarY,had hardly shown any increase 

8. The South Sotho word phabajimo can be translated' as a glving to the 
!!pirits of the departed or ancestors 
9. See Murray (1975) for an analysis of the symbolit resonance of 
snuff and tobacco in Lesotho. 
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over the ten years that he worked for the firm. "H, ~hought that 
perhaps the ~ can help" l'IeJoseph, who is, a member of the st. 
Johns church tn ,I'lakwane,explained. For this feast, which was 
attended by about 35 people, including neighbours and kin from 
"far eway", 'her ':'nu,sband slaughtered a sheep and she made' home brew 
and cooked porridge. She recalled that a few years previously 
theycheld a phabadi~o to thank the badimo after'her husband had 
brought some furniture home from'Krugersdorp~ 

"': ''-. I ", . ' 
Resident-sor 'Kgano'also 'pointed 'out t-hcct neighbours and kin often helped 

. . .. .. .. ~ . I .. 

"poor people" to holdaT~ea$t"oYGontrfbuting- food and the ingredients .. " .; 

for nome orew. A middle aged woman explained : "They need not have a 

goat if they arB poor, They only need tea and some home-crew." 
" 

·lIt1at burial societies, stokvels and phabadimo have in common is that 
l"" ~ L.· lI ~ 

thes'e have been created to cope in the absence of> social services. In 

Kgano', ':~here the dust roads are unsafe to walk a't night, recrea'tional 

faciliti~s aie n~n~existent. In this context both stokvels and phabadimo 
. . . 

serve as associations for rocreation. Within theSE associations Donds 
r 

of f~iend~hip are enhanced anti relations of mutual aid tostered'oy a 
1 (' "C~ , 

poollng of resources. Burial societies an~ stokvcls , on the othor hand, 

alsO serve as a means of enforced saving. As there arE no banks in 

Kgeno, people are often illiterate and monc:y is c\5!nstantly in shor't 
, ' 1 

supply it is by no ~eans easy for people to'save. In these associations 
, '. 

tne moral pressure of fellow members act as an inducement ~o save. 
l ........ • .... 

. . 
Conclusion 

~The centr~l ~r~ument of thi~ pap~r has been ·that in the study of 

r~looa~ion and depiivati~n in ~ont~mporc~y South Africa diversities 

and va~i~ti~s in the experiences, p~oblem5 and responses of relocated 

pe:nJle'should be' t'ullY' recognized: We have seen that in the cont."xt 

of a deCline in~eal wages and in the demand for agricultur.l.la~our in 

the O.F~S. a great diversity of lo~al instances in response,to which 



Yet rnost ~Qo~le Gid not 3i~~ly die. 30m~ returned to the farms and 

rh~~J ',~chu ; p~Dple wulkeu milas to futch ~0~d ~n tIle Lesotho mountains; 

~or~seeKers moved into the urban and in~ustri31 centres of common 

30uth ~frica f~cing the oanger of pass arrests ; and scholars boycotted 

u~e~ual 0ducatianal fDcilities. 

In the section on strategies for survival we have also seen a diversity 

in responses to economic and social deprivation. Some unemployed men 

become tsotsis. whereas others engage in fruitselling. Some households 

dis~ntegr3te in the context of labour migr~tion. wnereas in others we 

find the sharin~ of economic responsibilities. There ~s. however, a dange: 

~npresent~ng a romantic1zed p1cture of .hese strategies. It shou~d be 

r~cognized that there arB limit~tions in ~he c~pacity of thase ~nd ~hat 

surv1v~1 is by no meaQs guaranteed. 3econdly it shoulc de noted chaco 

~ith a few exceptions, fhese do not generate ~ cash inflow into Kgano. 

but rather serve to redistribute income derived from ~age employment. 

La~tly we have seen that opportunities to secure an additional sourc, 

of income are extremely limited to poorer households. , 
Studies focussing on local diversities and variet~es i~ experiences, 

problems and responses faces the constant danger of losing sight of 

the common situation of relocated people in South Afr~ca. Althoughi~ 

would be impossible to determine exactly how many have been subjec,t to 

relocation in Sou.h Africa, one calculation estimates that 'trom 19~U to 

1979 more than 3 520 ~04 Africans have been suojcct to these processes. 

I. Working Group. I<airos ;19B~ :0) Although some of these people have been 

settled in placeawhere facilities such as water supplies and housing 

have be~n provided this is seldom the case. SENSO, referring to the 

planned rBllIoval of 175 UOu families in terms, of the 1975 'homel,and 

consolidation' proposals, for instance nofed that 20 _ would be settled 
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