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The .name .of the.closer settlement and

all personal namis in this paper are
fictiﬁious in orcder to proteét the
jidentity of my infofmants. A1)l extended
quotations feom informants reflect tne:
English translations supplied by an

intefpretér.




The study of population relocations in contemporary South Africa have
to date been marked by attempts at : statistical enalysis (eg. Simkins
1982 and the Working Group Kairos 1980), categorization (eg. Mard 1980)
and theoretical explanations which relate the ékport of the unemployed »
from common South Africa teo éhe nééds of abstractly conceptualized
notions of 'capital’' and 'the state' (eg, mard 1982), thile I recognize
the value of these discussions, this paper points to a crucial
shortcoming in gﬁch analysis, The varieties of everyday experienﬁe,'
the proolems faced oy,'and the responses of relocated'peopla are

either ignored‘or overlooked, Ultimately it is élﬂays these people
who}manipulate unwanted conditions and are forced to find stfategies‘for
coping at a ground level, It 18 in this context that the anthropologist,
trained in research methods which presupnose empathetic understahding
and a detailed knowiedge of a small community, can provide an®insiders'
perspective® on the everyday lives of relocated people, 1n this regard

an observation of Murray is of great relevance,

"Loncentration on the details and variety of particular families
experience is often more valuable in respect of it's capacity to
illuminate macro level political and economic processes than the
results of large scale survey work which is statistically
respectabie but conducted at several degrees ot distance, as it
were, from the subjects of 'inguiry... Given limited resources
the anthropological method remains potentially rewarding," (furray :

188U : 8-9)* S . _ X

gn viewihg life from close~up there is, however, a déngér of partial

understanding of events constantly shaped in broader political and
economic processes. Anthropological field work should therefore be

conducted with an apureciction of of these macro level trends,

Against the background ‘of "these propositions this paper attempts to
present an account of the.ekperiences, prablems and responses of
people vhs have been relochted from 'vhite'- owned farms in the 0,F,S.

and from Kromdraai, in the Thaba Nchu enclave of bophuthaTswana,- into

LY




Kgano, a closér settiement in Janwa.lIn 1343 Kgano had an estimated
popuyation of approximately 18 u00 oeople, The paper draws from obser-
vations and in-depth interviews conducted in the closer settlement by
myselF,IJohn Sharp and Elaine Salo with various ﬁeébers of 38 randomly
selected site populations during April, June- July and December 1983,

In this paper I shall firstly outline the development ot conditions

of life in Kgano since 1874 before a synchronic aﬁalysis is presented

of problems pertaining to employment and local government, Ihereafter
five different strategies for survivgl in response to ecﬁnomic, political
and social deprivation are examined. The paper concludes with a briet¢

asse;sment of implications of the discussion,

Relocation in Quaywa

‘Conditions of life in Kgano cannot be treated in isolation froh the
history ot relocation in GwaQwa, 8asotho QQaQwa {previously knouwn as
u&tziesﬁoék) is the smallest of the South Arrican Bantustaﬁs. It
compriseg’no more than 50 17é ha of whicﬁ ;t least 30 0UC ha could be
vdescribed és mountainous terrain, (Van Botha ; 1982 :2) This area,
uhicﬁ boasted wifh-a firmly EStabiished peasaht'economy at the turn of
the century, came to serve as a reception area for African householﬁs
relocated trom 'wﬁite'—owned tarms in the 0,F.S5; ever since the passage
of the 1913 Lénd Aﬁt. According ;o Lreenberg (1980 :Bd) the act

prohibiteduAfrlcan farm ownership in the greater part of the 0.F,.S. ,

outlawed sharecropping and 'squatting' on 'unite'~ouned farms and

1, The term closer settlement is cetined by the Surplus Pedple Project
(1983 :xiii) as "™ a type of settlement established for African people

on reserve or trust land for residential purposes only- no agricultural
land is attached- and far more rudimentary in the type of faciiities

it has tban a tounship," Simkins (1982 :6-7) estimates that approximately
32.5 % of all residents of the South African Bantustans lived in

closer settlement conditions in 1981, In QuaQua hardly any people live

in rural areas and this percentage is closer to 90 % if the total de
facto population is taken to be 40u 0UD people of whom 30 000 llve in
Phuthadit jhaba, (Bank; 1984 :42)




- 1970 23 860 people iived in this Bantustan, In 1952 the assistant

Commissioner for the Department of the interior or the

2

placed a limit of a maximum of five labour tenants on these farms. The
area was soon described as over populated and impbverished and it was
noted that a familiar pattern of migrant labour had bégun. Rev. J.J. Ross,
the flrst missionary in Witzieshoek ‘from the Dutch Reformed Church
estimated that in 1929 the area had a populatlon of approximately
8 000 and wrote :
+ "In the past few years many folk who could make no existence on

the farms outside have moved in, They are the old folk and the poor,

This would have to be ‘prohibited because Witzieshoek is already

full, or UWitzieshoek would have to be enlarged by the addltion of

nearoy farms." (193u ; 88, my translation)
A period of mass relocation into QuaQwa, however, started only in;197u'

and has cohtinued until the present, BENBO (1978 ég)-géfihafed'that in

e

wauwa government

estimated tnat the area was innabited by betueen a0u DDB and SU0 uoD
people (cited in Sharp ; 1882 :13). This t;gmeﬁdpus‘intrease in the

de facto population ot QuwaQuwa closely Eorre#pqnds.fg‘a large scale
exodus of African households rrém ‘white'-owned farms in the O.F,S,
Figures quoted 1n the South African .Agricultural Lgp;gs of 1870/71

and 1976 indicste a decline of 20% (from 120 775 to‘sv"dés__)’ in the’
nunber of ‘regular' farm labourers in this prbvihce’férlihé_sxg year['“
period.' tor 'casdal' labiurers this decuiine Qas as high as 4b ﬁ (troﬁﬂ
127 814 to 69 212), 1t should,nowever, be notgd that these ;ogfce§ d9 3
not specify if these figufes refer to male labourers oqu'or af dqméét%q
labourers are included in the'casual'labourers group, in his study of

61 maxze:farms in six magi;tariéi districts in'thé W§stefn Transveal

De Klerk (1963) conciudes that such dgc}ea;eé invtné gemand for zgricul-
tural l=abour cou}c ve related to trarm entargements wnlchvincrease
potential eéonom@cs of scale and the mechanization of harvesting and

weed control processes, Both these factors are seen as lowering the
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costs of production,

Londitiens of omployment on these farms haJe aleb been marked by a
transformation in the e;rninés of wage Iabourers.'nlthough-cash,uages
have increased over time, real wages have shown an o&erall decline

due to reetrictions in the rights to keep cattle end Fieids. The World
(13/11/1974) for 1nstance reported that in 1974 farm employees in the
u, F S dzd not benefit from average wage lncreases throughout the
country. lhelr total Lage of R ;23 per year was R 5 less than the

R 228 of the previous year. It is in this context that thousands of

"~ . >

unwanted Farm Ltabourers and their fellom household members removed to
u@aoaa,HThe; were joihed by those relocated from Thaba 'Nchu'in -
uephuthéTswana, refugees;from'fhe'Transkei'end those evicted fioh
varioug touwnships in the D.F.S: such as SeneKal,'Hairismith ana Bethfehem
People were furthermore urged to remove to Oeauwa by broadcastes on
Radio Sesotho, Am ‘informant recalled the messages that urged hfs

household to come to QwaQwa as follows
it (tne radio) said come and enjoy yourself in ywaQua. All the
black people must come to tnis homeland where they will fand
fields and lots of jobs." . ) _ .
inside Quaywa various members of.tne.Legisla;ivehAssembly, invresponse
to this rapid population increase, hé;e mede urgent calls for more
land, In his opening address to the tirst meetfdg ot the Legislative
Assembly, paramount chiet Wessélsfmbta—argued‘:“' h
"It we don't get more land we would be Forced to retreat to
skyscraper buildings such as in Johannesburg and this is not
,somethlng Basotho like,"™ ( Verbatim verslag van die eerste sessie
van 'die Basotho QuaUua WStgewende Vergaderlng ; 1972 : 34, my
translatlon )

Another member of the Assehbly, who made a frultless call for an end -

to relocation in ywaywa, noted :




"The people already located in “this homeland are now so many
that we are forced to use places not meant for residential purposes.
Péople are now being granted residential sites near ploughing
fields with the result that the greater the intlux of people the
more the economy of this homeland would decline,.. Those people we
. continually receive in the homeland would someday have nothing to

" gat and as a result would est each other, {ibid ; 1972 : 40 , my

translation)

In this decade the Phuthaditjhaba touwhship was created to house

bureaucrats, teachers and various other categories of people removed

from urban areas in the 0.F.S. and to serve as an administrative centre,

It uas estimated that by 1372 600 families iived in semi- detached

jouble storey dwellings. (S.A.I.R.R. 31973 :152) Sub ecomomic houses
P;e‘also provided for pensioners and widows., People relocated from
f;ré§}'on the other hand, are assigned to various closer settlements
in the QwaQwa "countryside" at different times in écéordance with
instructions issued by the QuaQua Legislative Assehbly and/or Tripal

Authorities where they built either corregated iorn shacks or mud

"~ houses.

The development of Kgano °° :

- i 4 s

. o g
" 'The random sample of 38 Kgaho éite'pobuﬁégions contained five house-
- Z S e X e ' .

hoids which came from Bophuthalswana and }Free from townships in the
B 1. 4 B - N

L}

‘0.F.5., while the rest had removed trom 'vhite'- owned farms in various

parts of the uU,F,S, countryside such as Petrus Steyn, Viljoenskroon,
Reitz, Bothaville and the Clocoian districts, With the exception of

only three households all arrived in Qwaluwa in 1874,

Within the framework of anoverall decline ih-the demand for
agricultiural labour and c"decliné in resl wages various locali instances
and circumstances in response to which households removed from the
tarms can be isolated, As listec by informants, these include :

+
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1) Ine absence of schooling focilities on the forms,

2) ithe enforcement of stock limitations and bans on stock holding. in

this regard an ex~tzrm labourer, who kept a hord of filve cattle ano

garned an asverage of R 40 per annum from the sale of calves te "whites

in the Senekal town", recallec that he was told to get rid of his cattie

py tne farm ouwner, In compensation he and his tellow farm labourers

were offered a cash inctease or R 2 per mgnth in Lages. Accarding to

.p}m many of the Zurhousehplq§ cmployed by the farm ouner_}eft in response

to ;his.measure. He mantioned that he coulo buy clothes for himselr

and his mother trom the sale of suqh,stock and ar ;usad :_“How can you

ouy clothes tor R 2 2%

3) The alleged cruelty ot Fa;m owners, Informan@s who sup?lieo this as

the major reason for removal?comp}ained of being beateq Dy a sjambok

for tailure to arrive at work in time. »

4) Quarrels between tarm ouners and farm iabourers

5) Exgulsion atter retirement or being considered too old or too &itL to

continue working as manual labourers, A temale pensioner expressed her

dissatisfaction about this matter as follows :
"They (the farm ouwners) are satisfied if you can work, but if you
are too i1l and cannot work they are not. Ever if you aTe struggling
you may not write a letter to a person here in QuaQuwa. Then the
farmer would say : "Ne. You can join them., You may now walk to the
Sesotho (sic)'.,.If the tarmer was not cruel I would stiil be

living there,.,.. I have nothing more to talk about the farms, There
are only bad things." '

-

6) Several informants also noted thét after the sale of the farms that
they worked on, new farm owners told them to move off the Lana as they
either "wanted new workers" or "brought along their own workers,"

7) The sample furthermore included peogle who had (in_response to low
wages, long hours of work and adverse conditions on the farm§) : (a)
decidéd to move to QuwaQuwa in the hbpe of securing migrant labour

contracts to the industrial centres of common South Africa ; and B
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(b) were expelled from the farms'éfter taking up migrant labour.contracts
wvhile their dependents continued to reside on the farms. Although ‘some
farm ouners encouraged the sons of farm labourers to engage in migrant
labour contracts and T.E.B.A. has started recruiting Fof the mines from
0.F.S. farmsz, others were greatly opposed to farm based migfgnt labour,
A pensioner mentioned that police_regularly raided unemployed women on
the farms . "Sometimes these raids took-placerduring’the day, but mostiy

at midnight, UWomen were taken to the courts and fined R 20 or-30 days..."

He continued :"It is impossible for women to stay in the compounds. They

-had no option to stay on. the farms and risk another fine o6f R 40," In

this manner his daughter-in-law uas arresﬁéd; fined and eventually
moved-to QwaQwa. . L Lo

. . -

The BophuthaTswana to Kgano .removals demonstrate some ofﬂtééftragic
consequences of the stimulation of ethnic hostilities bY;éﬁe-Bantustan
strategy. According to the 1970 .census the Thaba 'Nchu enclave of
BophuthaTswana had a population of 42 DOO .including 24 300 people
classified as Iswana, 12 DODvag South Sotﬁo and 3 600 as- Xhosa, (in SPP;
1983 :162) In the following years many more Basotho moved into Thaba
tNchu and a large concentration,of squatters developed at Kromdfaai.
east of. the Théba *Nchu touwn, Although the land at Kromdraai had been
demarcated as grazing lanc tnousands of people hac moveo there aftér
plots were fraudamentally sold ?p them by Khosa, a man believed to be
linkec to BophuthaTsuzna authoriiies. A Kgano hJUSEhle recalled that
they were invite. Dy h1n to Jettle at Krondraal.."He said. : 'Cone to my
lanc and I shall glvc “Yyou - lano to plough s For this ve pald Khosa money,
but when wve arrivec me foun%'bh i34 tne land was For thh Baralong. Many
seople werc aggry anc ihéyv;;ntsc to fix lhosa, but he’fleo.' kaving

lost thouscnds of rands thesc p-opls simply settled there anyway, This
‘g

PN v o - v .

2. ural informsticn From - foceruiting officer basce in

~huthaditjhaba, July 1:83,




jiac Tesult :d into = subscontial increzswe in the Sotnio speaking populction
of Thaba 'wchu., Jhen pesnle registores for the [wa wa elections in 1375
it was founc tnat 53 «3 residests of Thava 'uchu vere classificd as

Soutn Sotho. (lhe Voice 4/11/13748) -

“hen administration of thé area was taken over 0y the Jophuthalswana
autnorities, discriminatian against and harassment -of tnose who refused
to take out Bophuthalswana citizenship had already started. South

Setho schools were closed anu non- Tswanas were refused access to
nospital ,and clinic sesrvices, Many children reportedly died rrom drinking
contaminated water after being denied water by the BophuthaVTswana
authorities, Since May 1974 more than 400 fémilies had been evicted

from Kromdraai and taken to Kgano by G.G.{Government Garage)trucks,
utficial claims at that time that: all removals were voluntary can be
questioned. On:8 October 1974 seven people ‘who refused to be moved were’
arrested, and: apreared in a Thaba 'Nchu court, A South Sotho centrat’
committee, which raised funds to defend those arrested, also reportedly
said that it wduld“retaliate if more Basotho were molestered and
appealed to the Commissioner General to atlow Basotho to stay in Thaba
Nehu, (Rand Daily Mail 2/10/18974) Ihe case below also shows that those
willing to be moved did not do so voluntarily, but rather in an attempt

to flee from'political oppression experienced in the area. ‘

CASE No 1 : ASKING Ty BE MuVeD FROM THABA 'NCHU ’

firs, Sekonyela, who was approximately 65 years old in 1983, left
the Smithtield farms, where she had worked as a domestic for more
than 2U years, in 1968, As all her sons had left for Bloemfontein
.she decided that it was “useless™ to stay on the farms, and made
her way to Thaba 'Nchu where she could retire and have her ouwn
house, Initially she thought that this would be a good place uwhere
Tswanas and Sothos could live together without any problems,

Upon arrival at the Thaba 'Nchu railway station she, however, found
that BophuthaTswana police prevented Basotho from going to
Selosesha, where she had arranged to hire a room, "They said that
only South Sothos willing to become lswanas (to take out Hophutha=-
Tswana citizenship) were allowed into Thaba 'Nchu.," Although some
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people who were with her on the train decided to take out
citizenship, she refused to make.this. change, Had 1 died my
chiidren would have been told : 'This person who died here is a
Tswana'", she explained. At first she wanted to go, to Lesotho, but
was told that Lesotho did not want to accept South Africans. Along
with others who refused to take out citizenship she decided to build
shacks next to the station, Here they used the station toilets
and were granted permission by the station master to use water
spairingly, Atter six months they were instructed to move to
Kromdraai. This she-and her three grandchildren-did, carrying their
belongings on their heads, At Kromdraai no sites were marked out

and there was no water nor toilets. She also said that the Authori-
ties did not want Basotho to be employed :"The Basotho men had %o
spend the hours of daylight. hiding away in dongas to avoid arresgts,
fines or imprisonment... Many men who were arrestec died in jail,
This was their way of getting rid of the vasotho." She -also mention-
ed that Tswana headmen refused them permission to bury their dead

in Tswana soil, Her three grandchildren were also not ailowed to

go to school in Thaba Nchu, :

+

.

thile in Kromdraai Mrs, Sekonyelia had been supported by her sons,
They normally brought hér money at night and left for Bloemfontein
betore daylight for fear of being arrested., Mrs, Sekonyela found it
extremely difficult to find work. She was, however, eventually
employed by a Tswana couple as a domestic in Selosesha (the man

was a teacher and his wife a matron at the hospital), where she
earned only R 5 per month without food., She furthermore always
shopped at the Thaba '"Nchu town as she believed that prices were
raised in all Tswana shops for Basotho customers,

She mentioned that in Kromdraai men had been unable to organize

‘in order to articulate their grievances as they had been closely

watched by the police, She and. a few other women therefore .
apsroached the Commissioner General in 1974, He asked them if they
wanted to go to QuaQwa and most. of them sald yes. G,G. trucks uwere
then arranged for their transportation, "They killed us off. as ue
left", she said, Apparently the BophuthaTswana police fired shots

at the dispersing vehicles and some people who had been hit died .

on the way to ywaQua as they were unable to return back to the
hospital in Thaba 'i{chu. By 1983 Mrs, Sekonyeéla had-1lived in Kgano
for almost a decade and said "I never want to see Thaba 'Nchu again",

all those removed from Thabz 'Nchu were as content as Mrs,

Sekonyela to leave, Another housewife explained : "The .G, did not

ask
The
hexr

two

us, The iswanas said that we were Sothos and must go to uwauwa..;
G,G. bakkies forced us," She also mentioned that.sooh after arrival
husband died from T.d, "Uthen arriving ( in Kgano) there were only

reves, but a year later the whoie groveyarc was.tull... I was

willing to return to thaba 'wcnhnu because 1 was afraid that I would

also die.” (see 5PP ; 1983 : 160-175 ano Lye and Murray ; 1880 :104-5

{or

en. analy is of subseguent :v.nts in the Trhabe 'achu district)
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People who came_to i gano ie 1974 were given no chuiee as to uvhere to
se*tle. Whereas G.G, trucke from Thaba 'ichu brought people straight

to Kgano others were lnforned oy the cnhiefs of other closer settleﬂents
and. offlclals of the vakuwena’ Trlbul Authorities that they-ihad to come

to Kgano. Upon arrival thernames of anomers were recorded in a regxstet

oy chier mOrena or his ulfe, whu deputlzeu in his absence. Thereafter
they were handed’a_piece_of‘paper ‘which lndlcated the number of their

sites( Seueral infbrmant; mentioned that they: had to pay erther the
induna, uwho directed thémlﬁe their sites, or the chler‘en amount which
varied rrom 60 ¢ to R 5, Informants estimated thet approximate19 5U
t;uckloads at’ people arrlved in Kgano dnlly durlng August and September
tnat year and mentioned tnat these months were exceptlonally wlndy

?.‘» '
and ralny. Those uwho arrlved in. the ralny days elther slept in the

G.G, or hlred trucks»whlch’brought them the first nlght after arrlval

whereas others were rorced to sleep out in the apen. After arrlval

Lo,

most people constructed-tln shanties from materxals brought,aleng from
the prevxous place of resideéence, It was recalled that ﬁDuring tnosé
dusty and w1ndy days many shanties were blown down by the wind," Later
most people, howevar, rebuxlt their houses thh mud brlcks. According to

the recqrds-of ;hlef Morena's mxfe 2 D48 households moved . into Kgano

in this manner from May until October 1974. (Rand Daily mail 2/10/1974)

1f the average household size'is taken at'seven members moTre than

ia lSG'peoele would have moved into Kgano during thfs_period.
The~mae§1ve influx of -people immediatelyAbrought.about tensions within
the pbpulation. The edst significant lines of cleavage to emerge were,
between incomers and the few estebllshed regsidents on whose fields
they were ;elocated, and secondly betuween established residents and

chief Morena, uhom they blzmed for the loss of their fields. An

informant explained : "uthen we arrived the locals told us to move off
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their fieids, The local people resent us and they tried to scare us
off; their piots with witchcraft, They also stole building ma;afiéls ,
that we brought from the farms," With the subdivision of the-fie}ds -
for ;es@?entig; purposes established residents _aléb apbroaéhngﬁhe ;
chief, "He tried to make themﬁsatisfiedfby ta;king}to.tﬁeﬁ, but h§:~;
ngver gave them money forjtheif_land. Tﬁe.peoplé:weté:stiglﬂdissagis;"
fied, but they had to obey the chief", I was told. " '
Peoble relocatéd in Kgano were.by no mqans'resektléd'._This was madé

very explicit by the wife of chieffhoreha in an interview with a

" reporter from the Rand Daily Mail, in which she pointed to the.

absence of necessary amenities in Kgano at that time. She is quoted

.

as saying H

“We are worried about the increasing numbers, It wili Oltimately.:
bring slum areas into Witzieshoek due to the lack or sanitary, .
schooling and other facilities which should be- provided for
incoming families, i am wondering unat to do. 1 envisage a
breakdown ot the whole system as more and‘more people arrive
causing the government of Basotho QwaQwa more, embarrassment
(R.D.. 3/10/1974) _ YA )

‘Other facilities which were non- existent in Kgano at that time

included : clean water, tirewood, shops; a clinic, any fafmal transport
service and loceal emplBymentloépprtunities. Those relocated in.&gaqd
soon discovered the fraudalence of Hacio Sesotho broadcasts. An: L
informant expressed her discontent as tollows : "The radio was talking
a lie, Here is no grazing land tor cattle and people have waited a long
time for workf" It is also eVideﬁt'that many pQOpIe returned to the
tarms ano even thaba'tichu soon aftg? arf{yal'in response to the

lack of essential resources -in Kgano,.ln }his regar&_an informanc

no_ied : o

"The people were so angry “fat thiy returned to the farms. Many
people woulid also return to the. farms if (waywa gets independence.
Fiany peoole would, try to run away,.s.vOwadays many peouple want

to return, but f.opeli coes not want such thinos to napren,. He
uagl? stop tnis by taking some of the policemen and making them



stand on the road to Harrismith,"

The most imiediate provlem faced upon arrival was the virtual absence
of employment opportunities inside QuaQuwa. fven the highly inefficient
Tribal Labour Bureau, uwhich today offers a feu migrant labour contracts
to workseekers, was non- existent in 1974, An analysis of data
pertaining to 19 si@e populations shows that it took the tirst work-
seeking member of thesa.site populations an average or four months to
gain access to wage employment, Or those 19 workseakers oniy T our
maintained employment after arrival, whereas three took 12 months or
more, During this period site populations without  access to wage
employment were forced to rely exclusively on savingé, money gained
from the sale of livestock berore arrival and the help of kin and

-neighbours as illustrated in the case study below,

L No 2 : THE 1iZiMA HOUSEHOLD ; PASSLING THROUGH A PLRIOD OF
k s. ) : ) o ’ ) -
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Mr and mrs, Mzima met and married in Ventersburg, uwhere they
both attended the same school, Arter their marriage they botn
went to live uwith his parents on a tarm in the Virginia districrt,
from here the family moved to tour other farms before coming to
ywaQwa, From the last Ffarm in Bothaville, where his father uorked,
nr, Mzima started working in Welkom, After tne death of the rarm
ouner and the sale of this farm in 1974, Mr, Mzima his wife and
children were expelled from the farm, "Tne new tarmer did not
-want pedple to live on the tarm who did not work for him", I uwas
informed, Although Etiza was only 15 years old she continued. to
reside on the farm as she was employed as a domestic worker by
the wife of the farm owner, According to rir, Mzima they had no

- option but to hire a truck and come to Quaiywa as this was the
only place vhere a permanent site could be obtained,
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13,

Soon after arrival misfortune struck, MT, Mzima, uho had lost his
job in lWelkom due to an unplannad period of absence from work at
the time of reiocation, found himself to be unemployed for more
than a year, None of his sons had any hope of securing employment
as lzaac, the oldest, was only 12 years old, Mrs, Fzima could also-
not took for work as she had to look after Jaceb who was only a
few months old. Their savings lasted only a few months and apart
from two occassions on which Elizs brought money home from the
farm the household had no cash income, "At that time we were
struggling®, Mrs, Mzima explained and mentioned that it was
extremely cold during the winter of 1974, "Uhen it was so’'cold we
used to chop our table to make fire," fiembers of the household
coulcd furthermore not participate in any imformal income generating
activities as they did not have enough money to buy vegetables
which could be respld in Kgano, During this time two of Mrs,
Mmzima's sons died at a very young age due to, what she called,

s phantom on the head" (dehydration). Thabang, Letsie and Jacob
furthermore brgan to suffer from serious malnutrition, She recalled
. that they were taken to the doctor, who said that the cause of theiy
" illness was "a wrong way of eating"”,., "but .we had no food", she ., -

continued,

mre. Mzima's first response to this crisis was to send Izaac and
mMopahi back to the Bothaville farm to live with their grandfather’.
and Eliza. He could afford to look after them and to provide money
for them to attend the farm school., Mr. and Mrs, Mzima also asked
their neighbours for assistante and found that they helped by
lending tood such as mealies and money, In 1975 Mr, Mzima tound
work at a construction firm that bBuilt the University/Coilege near
Kgano, but was again unemployed for more than four months arter
the completion of the contract, Towards the end of 1974 he went
into UWelkom to look for work and was employed as a migrant at a
plumbing concern., Having regained access to relatively secure
employment the physical survival of members of this householc was
no longer threatened, PMr, Mzima, however, complained : "I did not
know what I was working for.,. I just worked for the neighbours to
return their money." Both Izaac and tnopahi still live with their
grancrather who had subsequently retired and moved to another closer
settlement in QuaQuwa. Thabang, Letsie and Jacob alsoc no longer need
to go to the clinic for treatment .as "now they are nealthy and get
enough vegetavles to eat, "

A . . - ' A
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malnutrition and starvation was exacerbatgd oy the facﬁ?thaf there was
no clean water available in Kgano in 1874, As no taps existed people
were forced to fetch water fro a few weils near the mountainside oé
from other closer settlements, Informants noted that from drinking the
well water many people got;a rash on their skin and burqs on their
mouth, . S s

""Ue heard that the Q;i?f ucsnkilling Qéo,le... During that time’

my :sister=in~law just .collapsed while walking around, We don't

knov the reason why she died. It’ could be the water or it could

be that we hac to puy a lot of money for transport anc had no money
to buy fooc with, "
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‘Only kids diod from drinking the uater, 3ouztimes when you are
sitting you may fan that there may be three or four coffins
gaSSlng. .

Due to the impossibility: of determining whether ﬁeopleidied from foul
water or'malnutritional diseases, no quantative data concerning deaths

as a result.of foul water can be provided, (Seg appendix 2 for data

concerning child deaths in sample site oopulations) Late in 1975 the
water problem was partizlly alleviated with tne ﬁrovision of taps- for

dearly évéiy block in Kgano, Blocks housing“more than 100 site
populatlons, hownver, d;pended only on two taps in 1383 and on the
slopes of the nountaln, wvhere there were still mo taps, some residents
still fetched water from the weils.

The lack of flrewood was another major problem faced upon arrlval.

Firewood is -an essentlal resource both for cooking porridge and for

heatiﬂ.

3

”gng the cold ‘winter nights when snow on the nearby mountains is

by hpfﬁé;ns uncommon;‘matural'vegetation in the area had, houever, oeen
desﬁr;yéd éfter‘relocation'and few residents uwere ablq to buy wood and
coal, due to a iack of money and because no shops exlsied in Kgano‘at
tha£ time; Lbod could only be obtained from'yha‘mountains nea} the

Lesotho border, Contlict soon-occured between people- from Kgano and

residents of the mountain area. in an attempt to protect the interests

of the mountain people chier Morena and his indunag often arras&ed
people for collecting tirewood and imposed fines‘which-varied from R S
to R 10, Since: shops were built in Kgano this problem was solved for
hoﬁseholds that could atford to buy wood at R 2,50 and cdal at R 4 per
bage. But not all people can arford to pay K 6,80 for fuel, This is
cléarlynillustrated in the case of fadoseph whose husband is unemployed,
ASﬁeﬂis a member of a group of women who regularly collect-wood on the -
mountains near Lesatho. Accordxng to her “d1ssldents“ trom Lesotno

sometxmes rape women near the mountainside and they therefore arm them-




'attentxon of many outslders was focussed on this schoo
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-selves witn axes, A trip to the mountain normally takes the g:oué

about five hours and they are sometimes fined oy the chiei even if

they collect dry wood, They are normally told that the :eaéonbfof

this is that the foiréét-béihﬁg;-ig'éhg-badimo (forefathers) ot the ™~

ﬁountain peaple, Someiimés when she had too‘mhch housework to'gb\to

the mountain MaJoseph resorts to cutting otf branchesfrom her fruit-

[

tree for firewood. ' ’ ’ ' . .

1t did not take long before four schools vere establiéhed in Kgano,
These include four high schools, one primary and one preparatoty

school, Kgano High school, in particular, is well knoun for the

-boarding'facilities it offers for many s;holars from as fa;_afield as

SOUWETO, These schoiars came to QuaQwa due to.a lack of schodls for

African pupils in common South Africa (see Robinson ; 1983). The
: ;the

3
natlon ‘wide education boycott in 1980, The Sunday Express (28/5/1980)

‘reported that 2 000 pupxls and students in QwaQua Joxned these protests.

The boycott started in Kgano High school as pupils’ marched to thg
Qwadwa University/College., The students joined the scholafs and soon
their ranks swelled to 2 00U, At this stage pollce with batons

1ntervened and broke up the procession.

In Kgano high school education is by no maans'cheap. The parents;of

"matric pupliis reported paying up to R 185 for books, school and

examination fees, A housewxfe furthermore complained that her children

were sometimes instructed to go on educationas tours by their teachers,
"It would cost R 30 for one child to go from here to Durban and
this would be .ithout padkos (food for the rozd). lhen they
arrive in Durban it would be it 1 for the zoo, R 1 for this and
R 1 for that,

N - - - -
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Ld#al government in Kgano

‘For purposes of local government Kgano is divided into seven wards

each headed by an induna (suoordinate politxcal otflcer) who has been

appolnted by the chier. Chief Morena, the chief of Kgano, is a headman
held dlre;tly accountable to the orfices of the Bakwena Trival Agthori-
ties in wamahadi. An induna, who was appointéd by the father of chief
flerena, argued : "Today the power of the chiefs aré gone ! At the pitso

, ('trioai' gather;ngs) Jthey only excecute Lhe conmands of fhe mopeli

people." This view that indunas and neadmen mexely constitute part aft

the lower eschelons of the Bantustan bureaucracy was confirmed by an

. investigation of their aninistrétive tasks as l;sted by informants,

. These Qere said to include : (1) Thé registration ot ail oirths aﬁd
deaths in Kgano. (2) The conservation or soil and water. (3) The

<

cplleéfibn of taxes such as the annual Sethabathava (site tax) and R 10

$é§§;al development tax. (4} The settlement ot'less serious'disputes

ﬁﬁfﬁbarrels in the community. (5) The allocastion of sites, (6) To

éhsure that éllbyards in the wards are kept tidy. {(7) To arrange with
the Works Department for oulldozers to scrape local roads, (8) To
ensure confofmity to runeral rules i.e. that.residents g;ténd tﬁe
funerals of their neighbours and people deemed 'importaﬁt' and not to
'look.busy' when a funeral procession passes. (9) To see that residents
do not haﬁg washing on the line betyeen 10,00 am and: 2i0U0 am during
summer months, The reason for tﬁis, I was told, was that chief Morena

believed this could cause hail.

People found guxlty of disobeying laws laid doun by the chief could

be arrested by the lndunas and taken to chief Morena who could fine

them anything from R S to R 20, For fallure to pay fines or for offences

dohsidered_'more sarious'! people could be lashed by chief Morena or
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taken to tne “supreme tr1b31 court" in Namanad1, where they ara
SLERT NG JERDT R BDL X3 lra o saivd o Blat. IR oL v

lashed by "head office chiefs", Another form of penalty is the

Tang v st 2 o0 Buaglin St Lues wloen o, oo [RT ; .

suspension of residential rxghts in Kgano,
T Vs g B o el L% e d D ae gt S
NP dmeldt B oty T it

The well known saying nDrena ke morena ka batno (a chief is a chlef

3T wleed e JLid LeNInINIEU otu Zow . TE.

by the people) is of littie applicability in Kgano. An 1nformant,

CTETL M pAiuias et 07
upon being asked what the greatest problem 1n Kgano was, replied H

e T el “

afz¥eVrsa Lios Sowloud w2 3o 3y - P . R
mthe chief and the indunas." She continued~ 4
i bos 2dee e lies i XIVen me3 43 an o
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nedniifate Ndrena‘hﬁﬁ‘hi’“induhas.’EVen if_.people. fight 1 would just
walk past and won't  talk to the indunas... In-1974, when we
strgrrived hevstayed [ip ‘e 'rondawel.” Now it saems asif he is living -

*better from all these fines, He has built a house and esven a

garmsdgsd rei en
Several examples can

ted 1n support of these
TUHL L we n s FHE o 3

Estelle Serabele explalned that durxng the summer o] 9,2/@3 she

PPV

‘ rs “
hung the nappies of her ‘baby on the washing line, She was then

approached by an 1nduna who reportedly said ¢ "It is wrong to'hang
napples on the line during summer because this wouid cause’ hall"....

"He‘}hen fxneq me R 1lU on the spot I then told the induna that it
wa;“hgfy4?‘téw ;;pples. He replled : 'You talk too much pay anothet
R 5" é:caJse ? ;;sﬂ;t1ll stubborn he raised the fine another three
tlmes?:;tiflztBed;éguupyto R 30," By June 1983 she had not yet paid
the fine and a;gegé i "Th;;indunas just want to take everything to
wluade o onr Jawrit g +

nim.,., Not all Basotho helieve that washxng causes hail, They want to

wheey fELeosg

i owio 4 oaie “a
make all Basotho the same.
T Mg e e ot g -

People were turthermore deeply dissatistied about the fact that every

v T Ak e = K s e < Vs b

wage earner. in, Kgano had to pay R 5> to the chler as bohala ( bride-
wealthy when hls oaughter got married, informents were also sceptlcal

about t e manner ‘in uhlch So0il and water conservstion measures were

enfoxced *Water*conservatlon meant «that” all taps in Kgano mould

vy 3 iewtd 4 gweny ' R

occa51onally'be”locked for an entire day. During the LUhristmas season

#¥shgp= Aear theéiclinicy. He also-drives a Chev E1 Camino: bakkie now,"

.. observations

s
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of 1382 all taps had been locked oy the incunas who reportodly saio that
this was done'becaese Qeople woulc use the water to brew beer. In terms
of soil cnneeruation.neasdres ceoole were not allowed to»take any spil
from outsive tneit sites, As mast nousés in Kgan; were'constructed from
mud brlcks and soil 1s much needed for the renovation of houses many
people dxsobey this rule. An lnformant who maintained that one could be
tinedy up to. R 20 for dlgglng sull and R 10 tor carv1ng stones,

normally awakens her children at mlcnlght to collect soil from“state
property", They usually take less than two hours to collect soll and this
is done twice per 'year,: She said that she thought fines were instituted

"to make us buy bricks from MOpell s brlckyard in Phuthadltghaba where.

: large bricks cost R 80 and smaller ones R B0 per hundred." Informants

also complained bitterly about taxation, An induna for instance
described the R LU Special Development Tax as “pathetic..._SOme people

‘

can't even affbrd-to buy a box of matches,"

In the sample -of 38 sxte populatlons there was a de jure total of 69

dult males (betwsen the ages of 16 and 64) of whom 43 (62 %) were

engaged in wage employment.3 There were also 56 aduit females (betuween

the ages of 16 and 58) of whom only elght (14,2 %) engaged in wage
employment during July 1983. It would ‘be extremely dlfficult to. calculatg
the numbers of unemployed as the sample contained 12 males and 16 . ‘
females above the age of 16 who were still ln school. A number of theee,

however, :etu;ned to school aftéer loosing access to wage employment.

3. Excluded from thHe category of wage employment are people who engage
in 'piece jobs'. This concept is an emic construct used to denote :
(a) work with no security of employment on a day to day basis examples
of which are scholars who walk into Phuthadit jhaba every Saturday to
work in the gardens of bureaucrats and teachers and unemployéd males
‘who dig pit toilets for other residents of Kgano. (b) people promised
part time work by an employer and called upon whemever their services
are required such as women who are called upon a few times every
month to fry vetkoekg or to wash floors by a local shopkeeper.
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TABLE 1 ¢

To them schooling was merely a way of filling unoccupied time.

NUNMBER

i9,

OF WAGE EARNEHS PER SITE AND DEMUGRAPHIC CHARACTERISIICS

OFf SAMPLE SITES,

KGAND -(JULY 1983)-

i

Number of Number of Mean site Range in site
wage earners sites pop. size pop. sizes

0 ’ 5 6.2 1- 11
1 21 7.4 3~ 11 ,
2 8 7.3 3- 11
3 2 9.5 6- 13
4 2 12,0 9~ 15

Note : All figures given here are de jure

TABLE 2 ; DISTHIBUTIuUN OF KGANU WAGE EARNERS BY SEX ANU CATEGDRY ufr

EmMpLUYMENI (JULY 1983)

Employed inside

Migrant

labourers *

Commuter

iasbourers #

QuaQuwa
Mmale 2 36
Femzle 3 . 4 1
Both sexes 40 6

Evidence from Kgano clearly supports the findings of Greenberg and

Giliomee (1983) that Tribal and Territorial bodies exercize limited

functions in the recruitment of labour in Bantustan areas, Unemployed

males seldom visited Kgano's labour bureau and travelled to the labour

bureau at the magistrate's office in Phuthadit jhaba and back every day

4, Any distinction
In.this
outside walwa vho
migrants are taken

arbitrary.

between migrant and commuter
study commuters are regarded
return to hgano either daily
to be people who return home

Labourers is neces
as people employed
or uveekly, whereas
less frequently.

sarily
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instead, The mother of a young man, uwho had been unemployed for more

tnan four years in July lJo3, explained :

"If you are eager to go on contract you go to the Phutnaditjhaba
labour bureau every day. He was eager and walked there since the
peginning of the year, because he did not have encugh money to
spend on bus fare, Unly some days when he was tired did he not go,
then he just. walked down to the Kgano labour bureau,.."

R

ahy workseekers bygass_goth thesenLappur burgaus to look for.employmént
in common South Africa, risking the danger ot fines or imprisonment
under intlux control legislation, in the hope that .employers would

have their joos reguléri;ed oy specific requisition. ihe searcn fﬁr
employment is not always successful, This is clearly illustrated by

the fact that two workseckers.in the sample had been unemployed tor

nine years i.e. since arrival in ygwaQua,

No sinéle wage earner in the sample was employed in Kgano. Uf those
employed inside ywajwa two males worked in various closer settlements,
-whereas three wbmen vere employed in Phuthaditjhaba (two as manual
labourers at an engincering firm and one as a domestic). It is well
known that waéés earﬁed in the industrial area in Phuthaditjhaﬁa‘and
the QwaQuwa public m?rks department are exceptionallyvlou. A civil
servant reported that.manual labourers in his degartmgnt were ﬁaid

R 30 pé: month , wheras tﬁe th women in thé samblé who were employed
at the engineering firm earned R 12 per wesk, Male workseekers in the
samplé seidom had their eyes set on low- paid and insecure local employ=-
ment, lo take up such employment would imply that they would be unaole
to take up bettef péid énd more secure migrant labour contracts at the
" grucial momént an embloyer appears at the labour bureau, Uomen, on tHe
other hand, know that this is almost the only option available to

them in their quest for access to wage employment, Informants

explained that "men seldbm_get contracts, but women never get contracts".

4

9
¥
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A female informant, who had been unemployed for nearly four years, only

looked for work in Phuthadit jhaba. "We would all go up to the factory

gates and then the foreman would maybe- call one of 'us and say : 'Hey
you, come.! " She complained bitterly, however, that "the toreman would

only select family members to work there," . .

% . e e . “
f

Table 2 demonstrates that .the single most important source of income

for Kgano households is the remittances sent or brought home by male

-

migran£ labourers emmlbyeq in fhé industrial and miningsqenfres of
common Soufh Africa, Access tq migrant labour remittances also
constitutes thermosf important .criterion of household differentiation
in Kgano. Of the 38 51te populatlons in the sample only ten did not

have access to m1grant labour remittances, Of these flve were sevetly

disadvantaged and had an average monthly income of R 20 eor less. Uf the

36 male migrants in the sample 13 were employed in UWelkom, 14 in the

Witwatersrand complex, four in Sasolburg, two in Virginia and one each
in Theunissen, Bethlchem .and Harrismith, The remittances of these men
varied greztly : from as little as R 60 every second month to just over

R 20u monthly, The life histories'of~thesé lébouring meniare all

variations on a single theme - the repedztlve movement betueen thege
Lewd s
centres ot employment anc "a household in Kgano to »hlch they return tor

i

brief periods of rest, Some of these men returned home ‘no. more than

¢

twice per year, The story belou ot a AB year old plumoex employed in

Uelkom provices an illustration of some of the problems encountered by

male migrants,
. R . N LI ¥ S L T TRV Y

CASE Noe3 : WOHKLRG Ohv CONTRALT 4N WELKOM X o e

5y December 1983 Mx., JYoseph "iimd had worked zs o migrant at a
plumving iirm in uwelkom for eight ycars (see case no.2 for s cdis-
cussion of 2 perioc of cricsi's in his househotd), ‘According. to him he
was pramised YU c per hour u.ern he took this contract in 1375, but
upon arrival in Welkom founc "that he was paic only 60 c per hour.

By Novemper 1883 this had baon 1nc:“a;ed to R 101. 44 per fortnight,
from which i+ 11 is cecucted tor a yearly bonus in Jecember, e
normally works nine hours per day and flve days per week."Every
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"Yyery month iney ralse it vy 5 ¢ or 15 ¢, It is tnurefors better
to remain at work for a long time else the money won't go up®, he

explained, but continued : “The rmoney is nat good enouyh, but there

is nothing you can co”, From nis earnings he normally sends R.BU

home "evry forunight, "At Welkom you have to save as much as possible

and then -you don't even nave enosugh money left for banking',

At Welkom Joseph shares a room with 12 other migrants in a municipal

hostel. "There are sasotho, Xhosas, Tswanas and Zulus as they are
all from different tribes". #lthough he tries his best to speak
all these languages he admits that he cannot speak Wulu very well,
At the hostel no food is provided for them, but there are kitchen
facilities they use for cooking., He mentioned that for leisure
time activities ;, "Youngsters play soccor or other games, but. I am
old and just sit and talk with my workmates until I go to sleep."

There is also a beer hall near the hostel which is oftten trequented

by prostitutes, "They ask it 20 tor sex. {nly for a moment, not for
the whole night, .fter those few seconds it is enough.., They go
around in their see through dresses and the men just crumble."

A problem Joseph considers -to-be ot great importance in uWelkom is
that of tsotsis, "At the nostol there was a placard saying : THIS
BONUS UF (OURS, W& ARE GOING Tu SHARE IT.'" He recalled eight
different occasions on which nhe 1as robbed by tsotsis (six times
in Welkom .and twice on the bus.nome to Kgano). .he amounts stolen
varied trom R 12 and R 15 and Josepn did not think that the police

+do their duty in protecting migrants, He saw the police as part of,

the proolem and. suggested : "Sometimes the policemen are friends
of the tsotsis., They will meet the tsotsis on the streetcorner-

and go fiftles." He also recalled an encounter in which two poiice-

men stole money from ham. He explained that after sieeping 1in the
wrong room 1n the nostel ne and a tew workmates were arresteu,
Stefore arrival at the charge office they were, however, asked to
pay R 10 to each policeman to be set rree. "The Zulus paid R 20
each, but I only paid R 10 as I am not scared."

Joseph normally visits his wife and children in Kgano once per month,

but explained that whenever he buys clothes for his children in
Welkom he does not have enough money lefi. to go home and just
sends the clothes, He normally comes home by taxi or private .car,
‘which takes him right up to the doorstep of his house. The costs
of a single jourmey is R 1l by bus, R 12 by car and R 15 by taxi.

Josepn, however, never uses the bus as he considers it toe dangerous

"It is better to lose your money than lt is to lose your life", he
explained, PR - .

This case shows the lack of bargaining power m1grants have in the

context of high rates of unemployment, It is also Lndlcatlve of a

tendency among migrants to hold onto their contracts at whatever costs.

In relation to,this point another migrant explained : "If you should
loose your job now it would be difficult to find another, The best is
therefare to keep your contract no matter how bad it is." This story

also indicates that secure employment does not necessarily imply that

P
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regular remittances are Jrought or s2nt nome cdue to tre vulnerability

>

of migrants to théft,

. . - . - Ve e
Uverail the links between Kgann households and female migrants (fof
whom.qo@estic service is ju;§ a56ut the only availaqlé categb£;.of.
employment) were weaker than those with male migréﬁfé; lnhthetfaJr
cases of female.mid&éné}uﬁh‘thé sample no single membéf of. any hougé—
hold knéw the amounts earned by migranfs aﬁd money was either seldom
oriirregularly<fe@itted..ft is also relevant that no female migrént

- - . i

ﬁ‘ .
in.the sample was married. <

fne oﬁly signifiéantrcent;es of embloyment'which are not éomﬁietely
out of reach to Kgano's- commutérs are Harrismith and Bethlehem. Tne
sample lncluded only flve ddxly and one weekly comnuter who were all
employed in Harrlsmltn. They travelled by buses departing from kgano to
Phuthadit jhaba at 3.00 am, 4.00 am and 5.00 am » At the bus depot

in Phuthaditjhabé they, -alang with commuters trom other closer ﬁettle-
ments in QwaQuwa have to wait for Suses.to Harrismith..Alﬁhouéh the
wite of a dqily commuter did not éonsider the R 4 f&r a weekly bus-
ticket as"too gkpensiva" she noted that "maﬂy’qéopleigre,comp;aining,'
but they donit want to face the ract”, Commuters complained about

the inefficiency of the bus service and notedléﬁét due io the poor
conditions of QuaQua's éravel roads a siﬁgle busrﬁrip from'Kgano'to
Harrismith could take nearly three hours, It was élso alleged thaé
buses often arrived iate and souetimes failed to arrive, Although the.
sample 1nc1uded no labourers who commuted to Bathlehem 1n July 1983

it was suggested that those who wnrk in Bethlehem are more likely to o
be weekly commuters, The case study below provides an insider's

perspective on some of the entailments of this form of labour control,
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CASE No, 4 ;3 LOW WAGES AND LITTLE TImE FOR SLEEP

After Johannes Serabele left the mines, uwhere he worked for nine
years, in 1981 due to an injured Leg he looked for work in another
sector of employment, He remained unemployed untili March 1983, uwhen
he. was approached by a friend who worked as a daily commuter.at a

. Hardware store in Harrismith, The friend told Johannes that he
could find work for him at the Harduare store, on provision that
Johannes ‘pald him R S, For this he took Johannes' reference book
to the owner of the store and"pleaded with him so that I' could get
wotk in Harrismith,"

[

hFrom March until September Johannes had to wake at 2.00 am every
‘weekday and take the 3,U0 am bus‘for Harrismith in order to arrive -
at work in time, He normally returned home at 7.00 pm and then only
had enough time for supper as'he normally went to sleep at 8,00 pm,
In June 1383 he was one of 26 commuters from Kgano to be arrested

by the Harrismith police on’ the charge that his reference book was
not endorsed appropriately, For this 'offence' he was fined R 25

and his employer R 50, Johannes considered this as extremely unfair,
"If a man does not work there is the possibility of theft, but if

a man is employed thers is no trouble ! " He also noted that many of
those arrested paid for themselves and retusel to supply the names of
their 'employers to the police as they teared the-loss of their jobs
if their employers knew of their arrests,

o €7 AT =an T’ T2
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Johannes was deeply dissatisfied about his weekly wage of H 25 and
‘considered it as "just equal to a bag of mealie meal', . He also
mentioned that when his wage was issued he only received R 24,48
and did not know what this llc deduction was for, He was affraid

to ask his employer as '"He would only say 'If you are not satisfied
you can go to QwaQuwa where they earn only R 15 per month," Uuhen

I interviewed Johannes in July 1583, it was on a Monday morning
when he was not at work as he Had woken up too late tor the 3,00 am
bus, He told me that he had not gone to work, beczuse '"it you are
late you are not pzid for the hours that you work, It is therefore
better for latecomers not to go to work," In September 1983 Johannes
was either retrenched or resigned, The details of the termination
of employment at Harrismith 1s not. knoun to me. Johannes merely
saird : "That Job was not secure," .

The story oF Jonannes cogflrms tne follow1ng ;anclusxon;.dtawn by
Ehlers (1983) in her study of commuter laoourers trom. Kwandebele to
Pretoria i.e. that long dlstance com. utlng 1mp11es : a l?ck of sleep,
high traasport ‘costs, absence from work gue to overcrowdéd buses or
oversleépinp and long periods qf §bsence from home whiéh‘means that

commuter labourers (like migrants) are unavle to mect the demands of

family reéponsibilitics.

Pl
el

Dther strategies for survival
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is there is no guarantee that income Gerived from wage ehploymeng is
sufficiant to ensure the survival of non- employed tésidents of. Kgang, -
sther sources of incana sre of- crucial 1nportance. The provxsion of
social securxty payments in Kgano is, however, extremeiy lxmited No
single unemployed person xn Kgano racelved anything that vaguely resem-
bled unemployment insurance payouts and only one nember of the sampla
site populations received injury compensatlon money (see casa no. 5).
Women over 60 and men over 65 years of age were often.pnable to praove
their ageS-atutne penaions-nffite. 5enaion-paymants:nanaraily varied

from about R 40 to R 38 svery second month, Cultivatidn and stdck holding

which once prov1ded a wage sub51dy for many hcuseholds 1n the area had

.

also dlsappearec as a result of relocation,

It is in this context that I. wish to isolate five different strategies
undertaken by Kgano_housenolds to combat some of the Q@rat aspects of
’poverty. Although these are not a2lways successtul, L.Qnuld-argue that
wvithout these the chances of survival of Kgano houséﬁqlds‘would’oa
considerably deminished. -

4

(1) Informal income earning

in a wide

Aﬁart trom.wané:employment tesidenfa;of;kgann'aiaovénéaév
variety of informal income generating_acﬁiviﬁiés. rﬁége in;iu;g : the
daily rental of garden implemenfs (at. R 1 nér‘whaélﬁafrnw and Sﬂn pérr
spade) and the sale of cowdung at 20 ¢ per bucket. Moravcommon types
of income earning are : fruxtselllng, the provxsion of. various social
services (ranging from shoe repairs to divxnatxon) and patty commodity
production ( such as knitting, bakzng, beadmaklng and beet breving). -

These " actlvities can be dlstingu1shed from plece- jobs on the basis

tha. those who engage in them are salf emplqyed.



-

In few instances do these activities constitute a buffer against
unemployment. Evidence from Kgano shows that in most instances these
activities depend, for their initiation and perpetuation, almost directly

on ‘income derived from wage employment or social security payments,

This is clearly demonstrated in the case study below.

CASE No. 5 : FRUITSELLING IN_KGANO

EREEEEE

Mokaers Moty  JoE
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In June 1983 the only wage earners in the Maraletse household

were Mirs, Maraletse, who worked as a domestic in Brakpan and seldom
sent money home, and Joe who worked at a scrapyard in Welkom where
he earned R 48 per week, Monty normafly works on the Virginia mines
on contract where he is paid R 10.25 per day. In February 1883 he,
however, seriously injured his splne during a rockfall and was sent
home on leave for a period of six months., According to Monty he was
paid a lump sum of R 1 285 compensation for this time. Neither
Mokgete, aged 30, nor his two sisters have ever been employed
although they have searched desperately for work.

As a form of income earning fiokgete, IMonty antd their three younger
brothers {who are still im school) sell apples and oranges in Kgano.
Using Monty's compensation money they normally buy two boxes of
apples (at from R 3,80 to R 4,00 each) and one box of oranges

(at R 2,30) from the fruitsellers at the Phuthaditjhaba bus depot
every weekend, They normally go by bus and pay 50 ¢ per return
journey each, the fruit is then sold on a house to house basis in
Kgano, They normally charge 10 ¢ for a large apple and 5 ¢ for a
smzll one, "On one weekend we normally sell three boxes, but this
could be more"Monty explained, According to him they normally make
R 6 to R Y profit per box and in this way an adCltan 1 household
~income of up to R 24 per week could be secured.

Just as money'is needed to buy apples and oranges to sell, money as
alsoc rewuired to purchsse wool, needles, fhread, beads and flour so
that jerseys or cops coulcd be knitted, b;;dworks mace or buns beked,
This smsll tinancial outlsy often proves too expegnsive for many nouse-

nolcs, In this. regard informants explueince : "i can easily make
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vetkoeks to selly But tnals cannot bz wine as it costs tos much", "I
have nevef tried because my husband does not send enough money", and
nye don't even have a rand to buy oranges which we could sell." It is
for this reason that no member of any of the five site populatlons
without access to wage employment %n the sample engaged in informal N
income earning in June 1983, {nese activities theréfcte provide an
additional rather than alternative source of income, thereby serving to

supplement rather than to substitute wages,

There are,however, exceptions to this rule, as indicated in the following
case study of a household of 11 members uhzch adequately subsxst on the

earnings of a s3{f~ employed musician.

CASE Mo 6 : THE HISTORY UF A SUCCESSFUL MUSICIAN

Daniel was born on a farm in the Senekal district in 1856, As the
farm was close to the Senekal location it was convenient for him and
his siblings to attend school there, Here he completed 3Standard
three and first discovered that he was musically inclined, A mis-
understanding between his sister-in-law and the wife of the farm
ouner, for whom she worked as a domestic, however, resulted in their
leaving the rarm and coming to QuwaQwa in 1974,

After arrival Daniel spent some time struggling unsuccessfully to”™
find work, but then decided to go to Johannesburg to learn music.
After some lonths he returned and formed his own local band,. .
Initially he had a range of different people playing for him,. Thay,
however, demanded an equal share of the takings so he was left

with little to live on, His sollution to this problem uwas to taach
younger members of his family to play ‘and in June 1983 the band -
comprised of himself, two of his elder sister's childred (aged" 13
and nine respectively) and his maternal cousin uwho was only 14 - .
years old. As they are still in school he pays them only pocket e
money from the takings.

Tne band, known as the SOUND BRUTHERS, normally plays four times
per weekend (Friday and Saturday evenings and Saturday and Suriday '~
afternoons), Venues normally include tents put up far this purpose : ’
and school halls in the closer settlements., Normally charging R 1-
:for adults and 50 ¢ for children takings amodnted te R 30U- K 400.
. per weekend session, Daniel complained that in placéds where ha. uaed
school facilities he had to pay R 10 for hireé and sometimes and, - -
sometimes the school principals would demand half of the proceeds
for schoal funds, (he band has gone on tour outside QuaQua four -
times. On these occassions gigs held in or near the hHostels ia’
SASUL 1I and Welkom brought in Between R 800 and R 3 00U. Daniel
‘composes his own music and plays mainly underground disco, soul
and traditional Sotheo songs. He spoke of a longing to be more
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successful, to become better known and to have his ouwn manager. He
also longed for an. opportunity to make_his. couwn zrecordyc L1 3 -

z FOE T S P nowwn Y Pwus T :
Although Deniel cannot be considered as a wage earner I have included
¥, B TAF B g s T Y L B L P T e e : 2
him in Tables l and 2. Firstly because of the security of employment and
Loymgardese 31 s T T Rl TR A NP B SO Senand
secondly because Daniel's weekly earnings of up "to R 400 before expenses
shbyngg STOYETEAL ewlriuils sogni JELTE unnl 6iopnle e et E
far exceed ‘those "of other residents in Kgano who are self employed
‘a3 grivise LR * e*ool. 3o snvent guid goiy el gwitfon dugro i Fl
vempsw mruditecus oloasald vedlat Jomeslc

(2) lnvoluntary transfers

e o s ob onntidogn Try ravesor],
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Like piece-jobs, pensions and frultselling involuntary transfers (inclu—
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additional/alternative source of 1ncome for‘some wEOple in thezr strugg 1é

for survival. In Kganp, lacei,wvhere-there-areralmast “no ;lgh;@oj;qg;
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5, See Hobswam (lﬂ?af for the argument tri-t in som. instsnces these
activities provide.potential grouwth points for resistance, particularly
when banc1t= rob traditional enemies of the poor,
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. response to unamsloyment, i female informant, who consic-rad unemploynent
to be the major problem,in'Kgano made this very.eXplicit "I have been
1ooking for work for tmo years and other penple have waited for contracts

for longer than six years, This is uwhy there are so many tsotsls

stealing and kxdnappxng peogle." The cotrelation betuween unemployment R

and theft is 2lso demnnstrated in the casé study below.

CASE No,7 : BEING RO83ED

Soon after the Mofokeng household arrived in Kgano they experienced
great problems with tsotsis. "In the nights uvhen people would sieep
gangs of tsotsis would enter into their houses, after breaking open
the doors, and demand money from them." During the course of oene
night in 1974 Selina and her mother suddenly awoke after hearing a
Sang on their door. "Three tsotsis were standing in the house. The
tsotsis told us that they were unemployed and demanded money from
us, but theyydid not say how much.," 5elina recalled that her mother
refused to give them any money. "The tsotsis did not have any money
but they fought with my mother," She and her mother then ran away

to sieep in the house of chief Morena as hé was the one who had
givean them their site. uhen they returned to their homestead the
next morning they found that all their dlshes, pots und saucepans had
been stolen. Selina also heard that the tsotsis had broken into :
the house of their aeighbour and forced tﬁe lady to give them H 20,

1t is due to .the pervasiveness of crime in Kgaﬁd,éﬁat-é bolica station
was built near the bus stop in Uctober 1982. Informants ‘who lived near’.

the police statxon generally reported that since then there had been a
[

- sharp decline in crime, Dthers noted, however, that the police had '537

hardly any effect."They (the police) don't do their Job... The culprits*vd

are those scholais at Kgano High School. fhey stabbed a woman to death,

but the policemen don't go into their yard, They.are afraid of'thosa-:

kids ", I was told,

(3) Kinship ° BRI




management, hdwever,'ﬁresents itself as a formidable task.6 Great
dissatisfaction about the separation of households were e;bressed.
‘mean voiced the following complaints : "ihen the father is éone“he
forgets about the children" ; "A yomaﬁ never' knows how much ‘her ‘husband
eb}ns.;.<He may spend his money 6n‘drink'br on oﬁher-wqmeh,ibut'o&é can
néyei‘know“. It is also Signlficant to note that many:dependehts did not
know wﬁat kinc of work male miérants did, On the other hand a male
wigranﬁ sxﬁlained.:"hpmen.cén easily éomdlain; but théy have never been
;@ig:ants. It (the.qihcé_oﬁ émpioyment) is far_and you don't even see
“ybﬁr»chiidren grod old;;; You don't even kngw\}f yourvchiidren are il11,"
Such tensions make sound rglationsfbeﬁwéen h&Ugehoi& members difficult tq
maintain'and.ggg.lead-to d1vorEé and in exceptiongl instances compléte
household disintegration. Tﬁ;s igwby.no-meqns inevitaﬁle, houwever,

‘Fiom a v;ry yo;ng age”dhildren Felp tﬁeir-mothérs with : the building of
mud houses, domeséic cﬁorés such as cleaniné, washing, cooking fetching
wood and collectiﬁg firewood. As maﬁy parents are illiterate children
also often do shopping for them, To meet the costs of schooling scholar§
'gf;en segk 'piece~jobs! during school vacations.\?cholars who work in ‘the
urban and industrial centres of common South Africa hardly ever go on
contract. The mothér of a scholar who went to visit his relatives in’
Sasolbbrg; tfrom where he looked for “piece~jobs in the garcdens of whites"
during the December vécatlon of‘1983 ; explained : MHe never went to

the Labour Bureau,.. I am hoping he gets work. 1t is two weeks now, "

Like children grandparents also help tith domestic chores, éengage in

6. Murray (188l :47-48) for instance points out that in this context a
household cannot cannot be defined as a co= residential group -as most
males and few fFemales spend their midcle years absent from home-, nor in
terms of kinship -as "there is @ striking Variation im the actual kinship
composition voth petween households and within households over time.," A
household therefore comprises both people. who share s honestead and

act as z unit of consumption nlus absent members who continiously
contribute tovards their maintenance, ,
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infoyrmal incos: carning, lack aftur grandchildren ond contribute
nensions Lo comestic grants,.lhe cuse below clearly illﬁstratas the
v:lﬁe‘of the contribution of a grendparént to the'physicalimaintenance
of househola members,

CASE No, 8 : THE CONTRIBUTLON OF 'MALEFU

After she had worked as a domestic in Johannesburg for 31 years
after the death of her husband 'tiaLefu decided to join the househoid
of her ocldest son Lefu in Kgano. Ln this household of seven mcmbers
Lefu, who works in Vereeniging and sends only R SULhome every

seconc month, is the only wage earner, Althisugh Lefu's two oldest
daughters have completed Standard five in Xgano primary school, they
were unable to continuse their schooling cdue to financial problems,
Lefu's wife still has a baby and therefore cannot seek employment.

It is for these reasons that 'MalLefu’s contribution is extremely
valuable, She contributes to the houszhold income with her pension
and money deétived from beadwork. ‘'fialefu's pension amounts to R 40
every second month, which she fetches from the Kqano Labour bureau,
She furthermore makes a profit of ! 20 every second month from
selling beaduworks in Kgano, According to her the beads and thread
are vsry expensive, but she argues : "then L am not lazy I make many,
When I make these beads I can also buy snuff,"
A second sense in which the ideology of kinship is of great importance is
in the relations of mutual aid constructed betwsen hqusehdlds and those
who can be related to them by ties of blood., In times .of crisis such és;
unemployment, xl}ness, death and sudden hospital expenses kin .are
normally the tirst to provide moral and financial qssistanbe. Poorer
households are also forced to rely on the constant Suppdgi,of‘kin._Aé_
an intormant explained:"UWe are often helped by relativés .who provide ‘us: °

with money, mealie meal and even shoes,"
. ) Ph

CASE No @ : HMELPING OUT TiD WENTALLY DISTURBEU KIN =~ ° -

tMaTumo and her oldest son, uho is 20 years old have both been un=
employed for more than two years, Their household ef eight members .
theretore depend exclusively on the wafes af her husband, who Wworks’
as a daily commuter at a tannery in Harrismith and earfis R S50 per
week, - . !

According to ‘MaTumo her husband's two brothers, who are 40 and a5 -
years old respectively, are both mentally disturbed. Hefore they
arrived in Kgano in 197% they both stayed at a hospital in Allenrldga

After being di arged from the ho 1. they obtained a site
across thegroa ? g?l"IaTurno's homes eag 'Itywas better whef they
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came” she explained, and continued "but after four years things
again went:wrong". Since 1979 both brothers-in-law .bave been
hospitalized in QwaQuwa for intermittent periods, someétimes for
:longer than thres .months, 'MaTumo normally coboks for them at her
oun homestead every day. "It is a lot of work, but if you have to
ahelp your family it is a matter of must®, She emphasized that they
were extremely dependent upon each other :"iuhen one visits here
thée other one will crumble..., They are used to living on their own,"
Of her two brothers-in-law only one Teceives a disability pension
of R 80 evéry tuwg months, whereas the other has been waiting for
such a pension for longer than a year.'MaTumo's husband dopes not
conslder this pension as enough to keep them going and normally
gives them R 20 per month from which they buy wood and coal,

-

Kinship relations arc, however, obligatory and demands for aid along

these lines’ are not without lxmlt These relatlons also have to be

;ontlnually reaffirmed by means of visxting and communicationo 1t ;s

tor this reason that it is essier to mobilize'ouppoft from kin who are
of closer residential proximlty. This is seldom t‘e case as a result of-
the demise of many Formerly establlshed relat;onshlps as a result of

relocation whxch‘nas been experienced by ail households.lnsKgano.

(4) ﬂg&ghboyr;inoosi

Insofao as relations of reciprocity and mutual sid are concerned oetworks
conétrocted betueenbresideots of nearby sites, asVphrased ih'the ideom.or
noighoourlinéss; are also of great importance., A lack of concern with~
thé.wgll-being of one's neighbours and secrecy are by no ooans norms in
Kgano. This‘was made Qery’expiicit when I,lin:the'course of.conversation,

mentioned that some residents of Lape Town do not know who their neioh-

" bours are. Replies of-disbelief ranged'tto@ ¢ "This 1s bad. Aikona {no)"

“to "It is not good. oy living in that way they are living like snimals.

It 1s only anzmals that don't talk to one znother," All intormants

considered ‘their neirghoours as friendly and ﬁelpful. Common replies to

my questions were : "lruely spesking they are very goad" anc "Uur
a

nexghoours are Just like family," The leter reply is indicative of zn
attempt to construct social ooligations almost =similar to those of

kinship,
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The mutual exchungse af.favouts 30 o complax systen of borro:ing and-
lending are examples of reciprocal relations of mutual aio bgtween'
neighbours. Informants reported that although they considaréd ali neigh=
pours as friendly and helpful, those from whom items afe borrowed have
to bencarefully’selected. Due to generalized poverty borrowing éndﬁ
lending networks can, however, not be too exclqsive. It was expiained
that : "neighbours are not reluctant to offer .aid, but you cannot
borrow from the same neighbours too ofteﬁ.." Items commonly spbject.to .
borrowing and lending atr;ngémcnts include : fife;ood, coal, matches,
salt, sugar, mealie meal, gardeﬁ implemént§ and small amounts of money.
The pervasiveness of borrowing and lendiné in Kgano was clearly
"illustrated whenAl asked a female infbrmant how long-aAbaq of mealie
meal iasted in her househbld. "Aboﬁt two to three weeks if neighbours
don't borrow any",was the reply; Another informant reported that sﬁe
sometimes resorts fo doing her shopping in the evenings as she tried
to avoid claims from too-manQ borfowérs. Although neighbours were
generally expectedrto return the. goods that theyjborrdwed (see cése no,
2) it Qas écknowledged'that goods were~sometime§,not neiurné&a Af'» &j.A
pensioner, whose'three sons all had’ access to Wage employment boa;ted. ;
that he often halped his neighbours without expecting tnem to make" _’:T
returns, "It I see that the children of my naxghbours acctoss the road

don't have any porridge to eat I shall send them a tin of pcrrxdge.

The mbtives of lenders who are bettar off are understood as folloms 3 f'

"Pedple uwho are better of f Nle as they don't live a better 11!9 for

a long tlme. They will also have financxal problems and need help.

immediate"raturns. There are, nouever,. clear ;1mi§ations in ;hqw.'

capacity ot neighbourliness as a strategyrfor éurviﬁal.i?his is
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”"clearly illustrated in the case of the Sefatse househpld below in which

mage employment ‘was terminated, v s R

3 gggg No,m THE sngTs HOUSEHULD : A CASE IN THE. FAILURE OF
KINSHIP AND NEIGHBOURLINESS N

- l 6

4 c') (') | z{ ({) ]
fbgkare  Reawd ~ Leo

< " .Since,1974, when the Sefatse household arrived in Kgano from a farm

o An the Senekal district, Mr, Sefatse has had intermittent labour

He o contracts., In 1879 he secured employment wity SASOL II as,a construc-

. '.tion worker, Along with many others from QuwaQwa he did not realize .
that this two year contract was not renewable, In 1982 when Mr, . :
'Sefatse was retrenched he had develloped an illness (probably T.B.)
‘which made it difficult to obtain another job., He nonetheless
managed to secure work at Bethliehem in mid- 1982, but after two
‘months he was too ill to continue working and returned home where
he’ lay recovering for severzi months, Towards the end of 1382 he
.again felt well enough to continue looking for work, but thus fer
‘nis searcn has been unsuccessful, A special dillema 1s that ne had
been unable to pay the R 10 Special Development tax at the start of
1883 as all available income had been used for subsistence. This has
meant that due to special regulations issued by the UwaQua Legisla-
tive Assembly he is unable to obtain a labour contract at any of
‘yYwaywa's labour bureaus. He claims that on one occassion he got to
the point of being offered a contract which ®Weeded to be attested-

. but tailed to secure it at that point, He has, however, persisted

in going to the labour bureau in hope that officials will relent,

fdward, the oldest son of mr, Sefatse, secured & contract zt a
steel factory in Welkom during 1982 when he wes 17 years old, He
was paid R 40 every fortnight and regulorly send halt his wages
nome. By June 1l4Y83 nis last remittance had been 1n may and flirs,

. Sefatse was worried .that Edward could not send in June as he was
‘also ill, Sne thought that he could hzve been sent to hospital or

. tonfined to the hostel, in wnich case he did not nave anything to
send, Ndekete, who is 16 years old, was removed from school 1in mid-
1982 because his fees ctould not be met., He is still too young to

be i1ssued with a reference book and has been unzble to find a piece-
job in Quajwa, .

By 1983 the Sefatse household was in ceep crisis. firs, Sefatse and

. Regina had both been diagnosed as sutfering from pellagre and firs,

" Sefatse also had suspected T,3, Linco was sent home from school

. beceause she suffered sev.re anu constant stomach aches &nc nad
paszec out in clssc as & result of hungsr, According to Fr, anc i'rs,
Sefatse they had cxhausted all possibilities for borrowing and
veqgging in the neighb-urhood., Quing to the vagaries of relocation
neither of thsm had any kin in JQuaiiua on whose support they could
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depznid, tn the case 2f che 3efztse rmousshoald the los. of access to .
wage employmaent had meant that tihey had dropsed out of netuworks of
reciprocity 2»nd sharing when thesé ware neuded most urgently, A
neighbour to th: household conceded. these cialms and noted that she
and others were appaled and ashomed of seeing Krs, Sefatse literally
starving to ¢e2ath where sne lay and of hearing her cries, 35he.was,
houcver, unaocle to do anything more to help as sne z2lso nad no tood
nor money in ner house,

(5) Associations of mutual aid

The notion tnat impoverisncd communities are marked by a lsck of
'voluntary associations’ beyonc the extended family 1s cleérly coniradic-
ted by evidence from Kgano, In this section I shall discuss three types

J o .

of association which have been explicitly created as a means- of coping

wrth some of the worst aspects of poverty.
113
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Neatl& all informants in the sample claimed to be members of a burial
society. Thesé associations comprise a set of people who make tormat
financial contributions and render moral support to fellow members lett
in destitute at the deatn of a close:relative. Residents dé Kgano
generally expressed the ideal that one should die well and be oburied with
dignity and estimated ghat a deceﬁt funeral for an aquit could cost dp,.
. . .
to R 800, Funerdsl expenses were said to include : a coffin, mortuary
c;sts, tne rental of a car for transport of a coffin and food and.
veverages tor the mourners. Such a huge 1mmediéla~exﬁenée_is'fé} Eéfpnd
the means of most households and if it Qere not for the ass!étan;e aof
burial societies relatives of the deceased would havtho‘rely on small
collections taken fér them by their neighbours.andhs;ttle_fot a,pauper's:

e

funeral. The laréést of these associations in Kgano is-a local Qgéﬁéh
of the-ﬂpate ke ﬁmpg&g (Lets bury each other) society which'has about -
150 members, The society has otﬁer branches in aii closer settlements’
in QuaQwa, Phuthaditjhaba and various 0.F.S. townships, Members of 7

the so:ieﬁy have to pay 50 c morithly membership fees plus R 2 every.
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time a member of the society or a close relative of a member (parents
formxng part of his or her household, a sponce or child) dies. A
member of the socxety explained :"lhen there is a funeral the society
mill buy a coffln, two sheep and if there is enough money left
groceries will be bought for the family," It was also mentioned that
members of the society assist with funeral arrangements and help with

"things that they can cook",

Although stokvel associations were alsog found in Kgano, these were not
as well supported as burial societies. Nembership to these associations
were general;y confined to about threec to six women who either made
weekly payments of R S or montnly payments of R#U to @ fellow member
whose turn it was to hold = stokvel.7 From this money an amount would
be osed to provide plates of food, tea, home-brew or 'Qig Ace' beer
cartons to oe soid at a parfy attended by about_lS people, All profits
made at the stokvel would.then go to tne nolder éheteof. An ex-member
of a stokvel association , who wzs forced to withdraw arter her pension
"gid not come through ", reportodly scooped R 25 at the party she neld.
Due to the wide prevalence of extreme poverty in Agono, many 1ntormants
coulo not afford.membership fees. Uthar reasons supglied for not
belong;ng po these associetions varied trom "I do not have thet inoorn
laugn” or "thest kind of 1nterest', Many non—membefs.nonetheless found
it possible to occassionelly oarticipate in stokvels by buying plates
of food, ynich varied from R 1;20 to R 1,50 in price, This was-not
‘considered_Lo be "s0 expensive, because‘(at the shops)food is too

expensive”,

Phabadimoefeasts present o less institutionszlized Type of essociation
—————— ! .

encountered in Kgano., according to Furcey (1975) these fezsts, which

7. In Kgano stoikvels wer: considerec to be strictly somen's busines..
"Men 3re troublesome, Men would ficht and c¢2 bec things", 7 was tsld,




“in Kéano, ﬁowevei,'a;so hold these feasts ashthey,(more than anybody
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arz aeld o t.onk the'shades' far luck in tiie past zno to raguest luck
for the future,. ifAvolve controlied communication uwith the dead as
initi._ted by tie living. Thnu procedures of a phabadime, which was

attenced by about 30 people, was described as follows by an attendant

"it the party you first enter anc then you have to take some snuff,
Therezfter you may smoke ‘Joxer {(a tobacco brand) if you want te

2nd then you sit down to enyoy some home brew... A meal is then
~rovided... At this phesbadimo there vere five fowls because tne
nost saw these fowls in a drean,

Other iHFormants coﬁsidered it a2s prefzble to slaughter a-sheep or a goat
but most agra;d that caigarette ;moking was strictly orohioited. "You

may not smoke a cigarette because the old p=ople never amoked these
CLQ;:ettes“, I was told. it was also nnntxoned that Lhrlgtlans also
attend ;nd Bﬁlénthese faasts although some churches have attempted to
préan& thém trom c¢oing so, The Fact that these feasts may lead to a
;;strloutxon of migrant earnings cmong n;xghbours ‘and kin was brought

to my actcntlon by an elderly lady, wha, when I flrst met her, complainec
that‘there wvas no food nor noney in her house. tour days latet, I was
told vhat she had "delicious food, free of charge" at 2 phabadimo held-
oy ‘ane of her nex‘hbours the prevxous day. She considered nerself ‘too

poor evar to hold a phaDadlmO herselr, Soms ot tne pootast households'

1

else) need luck to gope witn pioolems experienced im their daily lives,

This is clearly illustrated in the follouing case study,

CASE No.1ll : ASKING THE BADIND FOR LUCK

The only source of income for the household of 'MaJosepn, which has
nine members, is a monthly remittance of R 6@, seént by her husband
who works as a migrant in Krugefsdorp, In September 1983, when he
returned home for a brief visit, he decided to hdld a p

habadim
due to a "problem in the house", He was worried because he has made
no progress at work and his salary had hardly shown any increass

8. The South Sotho word phabadimo can be translated as a giving to the
spirits of the departed or ancestors

g, See Murray (1975) for an analysis of the symbollc resohance of
snuff and tobacco in Lesotho. :




over the ten years that he worked for the firm, "He thought that
perhaps the badimo can hetp" MaJoseph, who is-a member of the St.
Johns church in Makwane,explained., for this feast, which uas
attended by about 35 people, including neighbours and kin from
"far away", ‘her -husband slaughtered a sheep and she made home brew
and cooked porridge, She recalled that z few years previously
they-held a phabadimo to thank the badimo after her nusband had
brought some furniture home from Krugersdorp,

T « 7 w .t . Y ot

Residents of Kgano‘also polnted out »hct nexghbours and kin often helped

e

"poor people" to hold’ e'reast[qy contrxuutxng-food.and the xng;edlents

for nome Drew. A midcle aged woman explained : "They need not have a
,
goat lf they are poor. They only need tea and some home—brew "

3 [ P - h

What burial societies, stokvels and phabadimo have in common is that

RS '

N - k. . . . . . B N .
these have been created to cope in the absence of’ social services, In

Kgano, dhere the dust roads are unsafe to walk at night, recreational

- oo : R - 5 3

racxlltxes are non-exxstent In this context both stokvels and phabadimo

" serve as assoclatxons for ricreation. Uﬁthin tnese ;eseciations bonds
. i :
ot Frlend;nlp are enhanced anc relatlons of mutugl aid toctered Dy a”

o . P ]
pOOllng ot reseurces.’.Burla{ sgc1etles anc stokvcle , on the other hand,
ialso servr'es a mean of enfoeced‘eaviné} As there ere no benks in

: 2 . h
Kgano, pcople are oftcn illiterate anc mongy is Gcnstantly in short
Ll
supgly lt is by no means easy for people to save. in these assocxatlons
A

tne moral pressure of fellow members act as an 1nducement to save,

s - 3

Conclusion

.The central argument of thls paper has been-that in the stucdy of -
relouatlon and deprlvatxon in contempor ry Soutn Afrlca diversities
.and varieties in the e>herlences, problens and resnonses of relocated
peoDle should~be fully recognized. We have seen that in the context

of a decline in real wages aﬁE in Lhemde;;;d for agrienlkuralilaQOur in

the 0,F,S. a great diversity of loeal instances in response to which

peoplc removazd to JwaJwa have been isol:ztec. In i"gann neole vncountered




an unwanted environsuni o.r. :Z By Lhe sls.onct 3F assential focilities,
Yet mast p2ople wid not simply die. 3Som. roturned to the farms and

Trhaoa "dehu 3 prople walkeo ;ilas to fetch wood on the Lesotho mountoinsg
Lorxkseekers moved into the urban and incustrial centres of common

Soutn sfrica .facing the canger of pass arrests ; and scholars bbycotted

unequal cduceational facilities,

In tne section on strategies for survival we have also seen a diversity

in responses to economic and social deprivation, Some unemployed men

become tsotsis, whereas others engage in fruitselling, Some households
disintegrate in the context of labour migrztion, whereas in others we
find the sﬁaringnof_economic responsibilities, There 1s, however, a dange:
inpresenting a rsmant101zed sicture of chiese strategies, It should be
rocognized that there ars liﬁiﬁ:tions in the c2pacity of thase and that
survivzl is by no means guarantceo, 3econdly it should be noted that,
with 3 few e;ceptions, these do nat generate 5 cash inflow into Kgano,
but rather serve to redistribute income derived from wage employment,
Lastly we have seen that opportunities to secure an additional sourcé
of income are extremely limited to‘ﬁoorer households.

¢ -
Studies foctussing on local diversities and varietie§ irt ekpetienceé;
problems and responses faces the constant danger of losing siéht.of
the common situation of relocated peaplé }n South Africa., Although it
would be impossible to datermine exactly how many have been subject to
relocation in Sou.h Africa, one czlculation estimates that ‘trom lSGU to
1279 more than 3 520 ¢G4 Africans have been subjcct to the;g processes,
{Working Group Kairos ;1882 :6) Although some of these people have been
settled in places uvhere facilities such as vater supplies and housing
have besn provided this is seldom the case, BENSO, referring to ;he -
planned removal of 175 uOU fahilies in terms.of the 1375 'homelgnd'

consolidation' proposals, for instance noted that 20 % would be settled







12U toafining tne unit o7 study @ nates an tie tirenge Free Statet,

4]

Unpublishec paper, Conference on history and anthropology in
3outnern Africa, itanchester,

1dul Fzailies divided : The iliupect of aigrent labour in Lesotho,

Ravan Press, Johannesburg.

#ash, largerete Sl : . . “ I ewe

1930 3lack uproosting from White s50uth Africa ¢ The forth -and final
stage of apartheid, South African Council of Chu;éheg} ‘
Braamfontein, e 3

o Ty . T

Robinson, E,H, .

3

1984 Educztion for Frustration : The experisnce of some matric students

in_QuaQua, 8.4, Honours dissertation,- University of Cape Touwn, -

Ross, Eerwaarde J.J.

1930 'Die_sending_te‘uﬁtzieshoek : Paulus Mopeli zn Endé;e sake

rakende ¢ie sending aldaar, Nasionale Pers Beperk, Bloemfontein.

Sharp, John

1983 'Relocation and the problem of survival in QuaQwa : Airéport.ffom

the tieldf in_Sbciél-Dynamics.B (2);-Uniberslty.of_chpe.fgwﬁﬁj
. simkins, Lharles

1982 The economic implications of African resettiement, S,A.L.D.H, U,

L ubrking paper No.43, University of Cape Toun,

South African Institute of: Race Relations L . ' . .

R

1973 Annual Survey of Race Relations, Johannesburg. ... .




A

Greenberg, Stanley and Giliomee, Hermann
11983 'Labour Bureaucracies and the African Reserves' in South African

Labour Bulletin

e —————————————t

“ - . - e = .- o

Hobsbaum, Eric

1974 Piimative rebels 3 Studies in archaic fo;ms’qf social movement

in the 19 th and 20 th centuries, Manchester.

Kane~ german, John
11981 'Population removal, displacement and divestment in South Africa*

in Social Dynamics Vol (7) No. 2, University of Lape Town,

_.Kiexman, J.P,

-

1977 - ‘'Poor and Puritan : An’attempt to view Zionism as aﬂcollective

response to urban poverty' in African Studies 36 (1)

Lye, uilliam anc¢ rurray, Colin -,

198y .. Transtormations on the highveld : The Tswane and Southern Sotho,

David Philip, Czpe Toun,

Mard, Gerry : ) - : ~

19%0 .. - African population rgldgation in- South Afriéa, S. 4.1 R.R,,

-Johannesuurg.
198¢ 'Pchesses, policies enc African population relocction' in
dasett}emant ,_5.$.I.R.B., Johsnnesourg,
PERERS
Murray, Llolin
1375 'Sex, smoking and the shaces' in dhisson, M and ,uest, ', (eds.)

fRelizion &nd 3ocial Change in 3Southern africa, Davic¢ -Ehilip
’ L ]

Cépe Toun,




Refervnces

Agricultural Census

1370/71 {esort on sigriculture and Pastoral Census , fo.44 and No, 4l
1376 The govcrnment Frinter, Pretoria.

dank, bteslie

1984 Touwn and closer settlement in QuaQwa : A study in resources

and struggle , B.A. Honourszdissertation,'University of Cape

Toun, |

B

Jasotho Quw-Qua lketgcuehde Vergacering
. 3, o : N
1372 Verbatin verslag van cie earste sessie van die Basotho QuwalQua

Wetgewende ve:gadéring;

BENBO

1918 Jwagwa Economic Review, Pretoria

De Klerk, fike

1983 "fMaize ¢farm technology and, employment'in Sbuth’Afritgg taboﬁ};;“‘

Bulletin- Vol (9) No, 2

tEhlers, J.H,

1982 Pendelaars van KwaNdebele, Raad van geésteswéténskabli@§‘

navorsing, Navorsingbevincirg M-N- 33, Pretoria.

Greenberg, Stanley

1980 Race and State in Capitalist Development, New Haven, Yale

University Press.



Surplus People Project

1883 Forced removals in South Africa : The SPP reports volume 3 ,

University of Cape Town,

Van Botha, C.
1981 'Agricultural potential in Quavws' in Development in QwaQua

tonference papers, B.P.,, Johannesburg.

Working Lroup Kairos

1880 Mass removals of Africans in apartheid South Africa 1960- 1979,

U.N, Céntre agaiﬁst apartheid, Department of Political and

Security Council Afairs. ’

Neuspgper SOUXces

Rand Daily Mail 2 October 1374
Sunday Express 28 fiay 138C
'The Voice 4 Wovember 1878

The uwprld 13 November 1974

e it e e




HOUSENOLD IN CASH_AND KIND (SEFORE 1874)

Houaehold |Members |Cash wages Access to land Bags "'"‘ Nuﬂbg of animals kept
Number employsd |R / month tields | rows mealiea cattle|. smsll stock| horsse{pigs | fowls
. .en farm . per year ’ -
2 2 - - _ 60 3 - '~‘ -1 - N
8 3 X - - 10- 12 - - N X
12 3 X - = 12 4 - i x
18 3 X - 3 L 2 - el X
32 2 . T - - w2 - - e X
-8 4 R2.00 - s 24 10 - 2 |- X
15 1 R2,00 - 3 a7 3 - ~ |4 |30
a |1 *R3.00 - - v s - i B -
3 2 -RS.UQ - 12 18 8 .- R -
2 4 R7.00 X - 1~ 30 3 - - 12 X
35 2 " 800 X - 12 4 - = |- X
1 2 f3,00 2 he -, 20 4 - - ix X
20 . 3 #9.00 - - 12+ 15 4 - N X
' 2e | mowe x - 84 - - - 1= X
=33 3 R10,00 X - -3 | 3 - - 2] x
34 2 R10.00 - - 28 - - - |- x
29 2, | ms.u0 x - X - - EIR I -
5 2 " R17.50 - 1 30 5 10 2 |3 10
28 2 /20,00 - - as - - - I -
23 3 A30,00 X - 80 9 - S -
9 2 /37,00 - - 12 - - -1 x

X nuabar or amount not aspecified

' ® aither 1 X 90 kg or § bag or unspecified - -

Note : missing numbers inadequate data
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_CHILO'DEATHS IN SAMPLE SITE POPULATIONS |
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:Site.pop. | {No of children born | Deaths on farms| Deaths in
_number, ] :tg women' in"site pop.| /Thaba 'Nchu |Kgano
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