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1. INTRODUCTION 

The research that wi 11 be di scussed in thi s paper was ori gi nally not 

intended to be part of the Second Carnegi e I nqui ry into Poverty and 

Development. The focal point of this research was the socio-economic 

position of the hut groups, also known as kraals, in Tshikun'damalema 

(Venda) . 

Thi s research project was planned as the fi rst phase of a 1 arger 

research project, aimed at planning the development in the research 

area. Although the research does not deal explicitly with the poverty 

problem, the results are considered. to be of great value towards the 

understanding of the poverty problem mainly because some of the 

socio-economic vari ables dealt with in the research, can be seen as 

indicators of poverty. 

To place results of the research within the wider context of the 

poverty problem, it will be wise to take a closer look at the poverty 

concept. Thereafter attention will be paid to the method of research, 

different features of the research area, the findings of the research 

in relation to specific socio-economic aspects in the area as well as 

possible causes and results of poverty. Certain suggestions in the 

combatting of the problem of poverty in. the research area will aslo be 

made. 

2. THE POVERTY CONCEPT WITH SPECIFIC REFERENCE TO IT'S COMPLEX NATURE 

Various and varying definitions of the concept of poverty are found in 

the literature. Infact it is impossible to provide a single definition 

of poverty that will be useful at all places and at all times. The 

popular concept of poverty is being referred to as "a con= 

dition in which a person or persons do not possess the necessary 
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aids to maintain proviSion in their basic needs, suited to their 

class, culture, philosophy of life and habits." (See Schoonees, 

1970:263). 

In soci 01 ogi ca 1 1 iterature the poverty concept is looked upon from 

different perspect i ves. Although each of these perspect i ves leads to 

better underst andi ng of cert ai n aspect s of the concept, other 

viewpoints, important in the understanding of the various aspects of 

the concept are ignored. In order to understand the relatively 

comp lex nature of the poverty concept, a closer look at the mai n 

perspectives of the concept is necessary. 

Poverty can be seen as an object i ve conditi on th at grows out of a 

particular social and economic system. Economical indications, 

with certain relative or absolute standards as norms can be used 

as barometers of poverty. 

Apart from the reference to poverty as an "objective condition", 

certain subjective features also have an influence on the meaning 

of the concept. Thus the fact that from the interactional 

perspect i ve, poverty is referred to as not just a matter of 

economi c depri vat i on, but i nvo 1 ves, among others, the person's 

self-respect, the harshness of living, feelings of powerlessness 

and hopelessness. (Manis, 1984 : 212). 

Oi vergent and opposi ng group interest can be among the soci al 

forces that produce and mai ntai n poverty in soci eti es. In such a 

case the poor can be poor, because they are exploited by more 

powerful groups who benefit from the existence of poverty. 

(Sullivan e a 1980 : 377). 

Poverty differs from one communi ty to the next, and from one 

ethni c group to the other in the same community. One of the 

reasons for this phenomenon could be cultural differences. 

The poverty concept is 1 inked to a time di mensi on and in each 

dimension one finds different degrees of poverty and wealth. 

Poverty not only has different implications for different 

categories of poor within a community, but also for the community 

as a whole. 



3 

From the abovementloned, it ,should now be clear that a simple 

economical-operationill defi nition of poverty hides its complexity. 

The subjective nature' of poverty mus~ also be taken into account. 

Mani s draws a clear (1984 : 212) disti nction between "mass poverty" 

in under-developed countrtes or countri es of the Thi rd World and 

"poverty in developed societies" which creates a better understanding 

of the poverty concept in the research. There are only minor 

differences concerning the interpretation of the nature of poverty in 

the deve 1 opi ng countri es. In deve10pi ng countri es poverty refers to 

severe deprivation of basic necessities, or the lack of the "barest 

essentials for good health and wellbeing. In developing countries 

most of the poor are rural. people who barely manage to survive at a 

very low subsi stence level. Ma1nutrtt i on stunts thei r growth and 

makes it difficult for them to resist disease resulting in a decrease 

in life expectancy. Having only just enough to feed themselves, many 

are unable to save up or'store against natural disasters. 

These natural disasters, illness and injuries can cause starvation or 

death for many people. People who have been 1i vi ng in poverty in the 

relatively isolated rural villages have mostly come to terms with its 

exi stence. The degree to which thi s abovementioned' poverty occurs in 

the research area, will be clear ,from the results discussed in 

paragraph 5. 

3. THE RESEARCH METHOD 

It was mentioned earlier that the focal point of the research in 

Tshikundama1ema was the socio-economic position of the hut groups and 

that this research was originally planned as the first phase of a 

larger research project, aimed at the planning of development of the 

area of research. With this in mind certain socia-economic vari ab1es 

has been examined and analysed on a micro-level within a macro-con= 

text. The households in the hUt groups were research uni t s. 

The ,research was preceeded by two three-day invest i gat ions in the 

research area during which a population census was taken. A fi 1e was 

opened for each hut group in which the hut group number and 

identifying particulars of the inhabitants were quoted. 
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Bearing the results of these ,two investigations in mind, a third 

investigation was planned and implemented. Certain socio-economic 

aspect s of the i nh abit ant s ~f the hut groups were to be exami ned and 

analysed in terms of the broader Venda context. 

Historical detail and information on socio-economic aspects and 

TShikundamalema in the general Venda context has mainly been attained 

from pri nted matter, research reports and other literature deali ng 

with the area. In order' to determine the level of certain 

socio-economic aspects of the inhabitants of the research area, it has 

been attempted to include each of the one-hundred-and-si xty-si x hut 

groups in an empirical research. Unfortunately only ninety-one of the 

hut groups cou 1 d be inc 1 uded due to absenteei sm in the others. The 

field work was conducted over a period of four days. 

One team, consi sti ng of a team leader, four workers and fi ve i nterpre= 

ters, was used. The area was sub-di vi ded into three geographi ca 1 

areas. The first geographical area was the responsibility of two 

fi el d workers and thei r interpreters and the remai ni ng two areas were 

the responsibility of the team leader and the other two field workers 

each, with an interpreter. The field workers mainly gathered 

inf,ormation by uSi l1g, a structured questionaire. 

Thi s i nformat i on was combi ned wi th the i nformat i on that h ad been 

gathered in the two previ ous invest i gat ions. The combi ned data was 

then coded, processed and analysed. Descriptive statistics were 

mainly used in the description and analysis of data. 

4. APPLICABLE FEATURES OF THE AREA OF RESEARCH 

4.1 Historical background 

Historical records indicate that the present Venda are partly the 

descendants of the blacks who moved into the area two hundred 

years ago. At that stage the Venda moved Southwards from Zimbabwe 

in various migratory streams and settled in the South-East, as far 

as Duiwelskloof (Eloff, 1968 : 5). From this early stage in their 

history the Venda gradually sub-divided in three identifiable 

groups: of the We,stern group, - at present the most senior group, 

- the Eastern group and the Southern group. 
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Unti 1 1836, when the Voortrekkers arrived in the area, the Venda 

lived in complete isolation. Their mountain fortresses were so 

well hidden that no other tribes could conquer them. (Stayt, 

1968: 18 & Eloff, 1968: 11). After' the Second 'Anglo-Boer War 

(1899-1902), Venda became "Crown and Trust Lands" of the Brit ish 

Empire (TNAO, 1905: 63). 

In 1904 the Venda were di sarmed. A re1 ati ve1y small rural area 

was left at their disposal. Furthermore it was, figuratively 

speaki ng, f1 anked by the Si basa and Loui s Tri chardt di stri cts. 

When South Africa became a Union in 1910 these Trust areas-became 

the inheritance of the poverty stricken Boers. The Venda were 

left to develop by traditional customs, and at that stage 

twenty-six sub-tribal districts were fo~med within the traditional 

three main groups mentioned earlier. This development was mainly 

initiated by the mediation of. the German missionary GUnter 

Wessmann. On 13 September 1979, Venda became an independent 

republic responsible for its own development. Of particular 

relevance to this paper is that before the independance of Venda 

the sub-tri bes of the far North Eastern parts of Venda, and thus 

also the research area were in constant conflict with the Eastern 

tribes of the Singo (the senior lineage and still today), 

co-operation is hampered .by this constant conflict and development 

hardly takes place in these remote parts. Furthermore some of the 

North Eastern tri bes are i so 1 ated because of thei r geographi ca 1 

position and the fact that they have hardly any contact with the 

Western culture. At present, it is mainly the male migrant 

workers, who sell their labour in the industrial areas of the RSA, 

who have any contact with the Western 1i festy1e and - culture. 

Thus in these Eastern parts, including the research area, the most 

traditional and isolated tribe-members of the Venda are found . 

. 4.2 Situation and geographical features 

Vend a can be sub-di vi ded into fi ve phys i ogr aphi c regi ons. These 

regions can again be sub-divided into sub-areas: 

Area A Limpopo Lowve1d Region. 

Area B North Western Soutpansberg Region. 

Area C Southern Granite Region. 

Area 0 Eastern Soutpansberg Region. 

Area E Central Soutpansberg Region. 
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Venda is divided into four administrative magisterial districts, 

namely Sibasa, Vuvani, Ozanani and Mutale. Each of these 

magisterial districts include a number of tribal-governed areas. 

Tshikundamalema is one of the eleven tribal-governed areas 

included in the Sibasa magisterial district. Tshikundamalema is 

55 179 hectares in area and is the tourth greatest in area size in 

Venda. It 1 i es on the border between the A and 0 regi ons. The 

agri cultural community whi ch is the focal poi nt of thi s research 

is situated i nthe 0 region. 

The major river running through this area is the Mutale. The area 

has a very low annual rainfall and is relatively dry and hot. The 

growth in th.e area is typical Mopani Bushveld. 

4.3 The physical infrastructure of the area 

The physical infrastructure of a community includes roads,rail= 

ways, telephones, water supply, electri city and sewrage. On 

mi cro-l eve 1, the di stri but i on of the infrastructure of a 

community, is closely related to the larger community in which it 

is situated. 

Besides having economical and social implications, an infrastruc= 

ture also has an influence on the general wellbeing and social 

wellfare of the community. 

If roads are in a bad condition, clinics, hospitals, shops and 

schools cannot be reached and cannot be uti li sed fully. Bad 

sewrage systems and inadequate water supply have negat i ve effects 

on the general health of inhabitants. However, it is important to 

note that an infrastructure must be developed in conjunction with 

the level of development of the inhabitants. Only then will 

proper utilisation and maintenance of the infrastructure be 

understood and assured. 

A very low level of development of the physi cal infrastructure 

exist in the research area. No railway facilities are available 

and only secondary and tertiary roads are in existence. 

The inhabitants mai nly rely on the newly implemented bus service 

between Sibasa and the research area for transport. Results have 

shown that 74,7% of the inhabitants travel by bus whi le the rest 
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walk to their destinations. According to some of the inhabitants 

the bus service is unreliable and irregular. This limits their 

mobil i ty to the central areas, where most of the servi ces are 

situated. 

No post offices and telecommunication services are available in 

this area. This not only has negative implications for the 

economic development of the area but a1 so for contact with the 

migrant worker and social communication of the inhabitants. No 

electrical services, water supply, or sewrage services are 

rendered to the area. The influence of this on the hea1th.of the 

co~munity is still to be determined. 

5. SOCIO-ECONOMICAL ASPECTS IN THE AREA OF RESEARCH 

5.1 Population 

5.1.1 Ethnicity 

Generally Venda shows cultural homogeneity in spite of 

external influences especially as far as language is 

concerned. 

5.1.2 Household and family composition 

Traditionally a unit or hut group is referred to as a 

"kraal" in Venda. These huts are jointly occupied by one 

to twenty persons. Generally the group compri ses of a 

husband, hi s wife (wi ves) and thei r chil dren. In the 

research report this group composition is referred to as a 

family, while all the families in one kraal or hut group, 

together with .other inhabitants Ii e father, mother, 

brothers) are referred to as households. In the case of 

po 1 i gamous marri ages each wife with her chi 1 dren h as a 

seperate hut, thus forming definite segments of the 

family. At present monogamy occurs more frequently than 

po 1 i gamy. Seventy-two of the marri ages in the area of 

research were monogamic marriages and nineteen were 

po1igamous. Fourteen (17%) of the first wives were single 

due to di vorce or were wi dowed, while fi ve (22%) second 

wives were single. In only three hut groups did a man 

h ave three wi ves. 
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On average the first wives gave birth to 3,22 children and 

second wives 1,74. Of the third wives one had one child, 

and one had two. The average number of chi ldren per 

female is thus relatively low. 

Over and above these general fami ly groupi rigs in hut 

groups there are extended groupings in which 

(usually the elder son) is the binding factor, 

a son 

with 

different combinations of one or more of his grandparents, 

own parents, parents-in-law or younger sisters and 

brothers with their own wifes and children. 

The average number of inhabitants per hut- group was 6,18 

persons. 

5.1.3 ,Sex and age composition 

5.2 Housing 

Concerning the sex composition of the population, 50,6% of 

the inhabitants in Tshikundamalema are male and 49,4% are 

female. Fifty one percent of the population are aged 1-16 

years, 40,8% are 17-60 years and 7,9% are older than 60 

years. As in other developi ng countri es the tendency is 

towards youthfulness. This youthful composition can lead 

to a high population growth. 

Only 40,8% of these inhabitants are part of the economi= 

cally active group. The sex composition of the economi= 

cally active group consists of 47,89% males and 53,2% 

females. Even though 40,8% of the inhabitants of the 

research area can be economi cally acti ve only 16% are in 

fact economically active. This persentage indicates that 

the community is mai ntai ned by a small group of adults. 

Shelter is a basic human need. The primary aim of any developing 

country should be to create an acceptable surrounding, establish= 

ing effective households in adequate housing units. The materials 

from which the units are built, the number of rooms, the utilization 

of sleeping facilities and the general household facilities are 

some of the factors which determine the degree of acceptability of 

the housing unit (Kies, 1978: 18 & 19). Other aspects related to 
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housi ng are the residenti al surroundi ngs, abi 1 ity and 

willingness to pay for additional services and the right of 

ownership. 

Tshikundamalema comprises of nine agricultural communities and a 

few scattered hut groups. The research area includes one of these 

communities and consists of hundred-and-sixty-six hut groups. The 

properties are either .with. or without agricultural land, and 

rights may be inherited. The chief of the tribe allocates 

property, and a nomi nal hut tax is payab 1 e. The property remai ns 

the property of the chief and his tribe. It is necessary_ to note 

that Venda's housing is. closely related to the traditional 

lifestyle and habits of the ·Venda. 

Usually a kraal is composed of a group of huts, with an entrance, 

a few huts for li vi ng and sleeping purposes, a kitchen -hut, and a 

few optional extras such as a grain-hut, miniature grain-silos and 

a cattle-kraal. In this research finding the average number of 

huts per kraal is 3,75 of which 2,95 are for sleeping purposes 

(1,08 for males, and 1,09 for females and 0,76 for additional 

members). Thirty four percent of the households have a storehut, 

30% have a cattle-kraal and 31,9% have a fowl-run. 

Compari ng the abovementi oned fi gures with comparable results of 

other researchers (Kies, 1978: 21 & Swart 1981: 12), accomodation 

is adequate for the inhabitants. It seems that they mai ntai n 

traditional habits and that over-uti lization of huts and 

undesirable sharing of sleeping huts by members of opposite sexes 

does not occur. 

Because_ natural bui ldi ng materi als -are used, cost has no effect on 

additional buildings •. Materials used are mainly grass, mud and 

wood. In the research area 82,4% of the units are bui lt from 

wood, grass and clay, 7,7% from galvanised iron and bricks and 22% 
frQm a combination of galvanised iron, bricks and clay, grass and 

wood. 

Faci liti es are as follows: 37% of the households have tables, 

48,4% have chairs, 61% have beds and 26% have wardrobes. None of 

these hut groups are supplied with running water, electricity or 

domestic sewrage services. 
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5.3 Education and training 

The level of education of the inhabitants of the research area is 

re 1 at i ve ly low. Fourty-ni ne percent have no shcoo 1 qual i ficat ion, 

22,1% of these are pre-school aged. Only 4,5% hold a qualifica= 

tion higher than std IV. Nevertheless, the level of education in 

the area in question is relatively higher than the general level 

of education in the rest of Venda in 1970. What is significant is 

that more than 91,03% of the inhabitants who hold a school 

qualification are still excluded from participation in high level 

administrative work. Considering that only 2% have qualifications 

higher than std VI, the chances of a potenti ally higher level work 

force such as engineers and medical practitioners etc are slim. 

As found in other Third World Countries, the area shows an 

enormous increase in pupils enrolled for schools. This is 

obvi ous ly due to compu 1 sory education. The increase in numbers 

holds serious implications for the availability of adequate class= 

room facilities, study material and trained teachers. Unfortu= 

nately this enormous increase in scholars is usually linked with a 

high drop out figure in Third World Countries. In the research 

area the sharp decrease from the percentage of inhabitants who 

have std IV qualification to those who have std VI can be an 

i ndi cator of a hi gh "drop out" fi gure. 

5.4 Income, expenditure and diet patterns 

The inhabitants of this area live mainly on a cash basis. Cash is 

obtained from the following: work outside Venda, work within 

Venda, part time jobs, own bussiness and home-industries. 

Pensions represent a major source of income. A relatively low 

percentage of the inhabitants are economically active (16,6% -

4,7% female and 11,9% male). 

An interesting fact is that 9,2% of the inhabitants work outside 

Venda and only 2,5% within the boundaries of Venda. 

Of the 9,2% who work outside the boundaries 94,1% are male and 

5,9% female. 4,5% of the inhabitants are involved in 

home-i ndustry of whom 76% are female and 24,0% male. Six comma 

nine percent receive some or other form of civil pension. 
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Due to the different sources of income, it is difficult to assess 

the specific cash income of each _household. The cash flow mainly 

consi sts of payments of wages for services rendered outsi de Venda, 

buying and selling cattle, brewing beer and s.elling home-made 

articles. 

Migrant workers also contribute to the housekeeping by sending 

groceries and. clothes home. As there is no centralized dealers' 

market, swopping is also in practice. In order to overcome the 

di ffi culty in assessi ng the specifi c cash income of each 

househo 1 d, separate questi ons have been formul ated regardi ng each 

possible source of income both from internal or external sources. 

The cash value of commodities received from migrant labourers was 

added to the available cash income of each household. Information 

supplied by respondents regarding pensions, salaries and wages of 

migrant workers was as far as possible officially verified. 

Despite these precautions the following figures can only be 

regarded as estimated averages. The total estimated monthly cash 

avai lable to all the households in the community is R7,621-00. 

This implies an estimated monthly cash income of R83-74 per 

household. At an average of 6,18 members'" per household, it· 

implies R13,55 per member per month. Table 5.1 explains the 

month ly di stri but i on of income per house=ho 1 d. From thi s it is 

clear that 72,5% of the households have less than R100 available 

per month, 46,2% have less than R60 available per month and 7,7'i. 

have less than R20 available per month. 

Tabel 5.1: The montly cash ·income available to each house= 

hold Relative Accumulated 
Absolute Frequence Frequence 

Category Freguence % % 

Less than R20 7 7,7 7,7 

R21 - R40 17 18,7 26,4 

R41 - R60 18 19,8 46,2 

R61 - R80 13 14,3 60,4 

R81 - RIOO 11 12,1 72,5 

In excess of 25 27.5 
RIOO 

TOTAL 91 100.0 100.0 
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According to the minimum existance figures released by the 

Institute for Planni ng and Research at the University of Port 

Elizabeth (Potgieter, 1982: 9), the minimum income that a family 

of six needs in order to survi ve in the nat i onal states, is R130 

per month. With this in mind and if the previous figure of R83-74 

per household is substracted from the minimum figure of R130 it 

indicates that the average household earns substantially less than 

the minimum necessary for survival. 

However, it should be noted that due to the rich natural resources 

of the research area and the hi gh exp 1 oi tat i on thereof by the 

inhabitants it is possible that their level of existance is higher 

than that of urban Blacks. 

Commodities are bought from the local shop and general dealers at 

Si basa or bought in the RSA and brought or sent home by mi grant 

labourers. Figure 5.1 shows a tipical expenditure pattern. 

This figure shows that more than 50% of the monthly income is 

spent on foodstuffs. The rest is spend on commodities as 

i ndi cated. 

The typical diet of the inhabitants consists of one major meal per 

day consisting of a main dish of maize, supplemented by self 

cultivated produce, food from the fields; such as edible berries, 

seeds, grasshoppers or mopani e worms. Seventy to ei ghty percent 

of the households complement this main meal with bread, sugar, tea 

or coffee, ranging from once per day, to once per month. 

It is interesting to note that 35,2% of the households eat meat 

only once per month and 7,7% eat no meat at all while 68% never 

drink milk. As many as 69,2% of the respondents claim that they 

never enjoy luxuries such as cold-drinks, while 63,7% never eat 

cake or sweets. 

When compari ng data with regard to the di et of the research group 

with simi lar data in respect of urban Blacks in the RSA, certain 

surpri sing di fferences can be observed. Bl acks in 
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Figure 5.1: Typical monthly expenditure pattern 

Food 'I . R36-69 

Clothing D R 3-92 

.Candles, paraffin, D R 3-59 
matches and soap 

Beer 0 R 1-27 

Cigarettes ~ R 0-61 

Education and Books D R 2-12 

Taxes 
I 

0 R 1-72 

I 
DR 4-35 

L 
Travelling 

I 
Medicine and doctors ~ R 0-97 

Household Commodities D R 3-61 

Housing/Accomodation D R [-44 

TOTAL . R71-97 :: 
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urban areas frequently include evaporated milk, meat, fish, eggs, 

cheese etc in thei r di et whi le the respondents in the research 

area do not consume these products as frequently. 

Table 5.2 Typical diet pattern 

Once Twice Once Twice 
Type of per per per per Every 
food Never month month week week day 

Persentage 

Maize 4,3 95,7 
Bread 23,0 17,6 6,6 16,5 12,1 23,0 
Meat 7,7 35,2 22,0 14,3 16,5 4,4 
Produce 17,6 6,5 3,3 5,5 11,0 46,2 
Sugar 31,9 18,7 4,4 4,4 4,4 35,2 
Tea and 
Coffee 26,4 16,5 2,2 8,8 9,9 33,0 

Milk 68,1 3,3 4,4 0 4,4 15,4 
Cold drink 69,2 5,2 3,3 5,2 2,2 8,8 
Cake and 

sweets 63,7 12,1 4,4 6,6 2,2 7,7 

The extent to whi ch the health of the inhabitants suffers because 

of their diet will be determined by the exent to which the natural 

sources of food compensates for any limitations in their diet. 

What can generally be accepted is that the consumer capital amount 

of R83-74 available per household and R13-55 available per person, 

hardly meets the necessary life essentials. Expenditure on only 

bare necessary life essentials will definitely have a negative 

influence on the overall development of the community. 

5.5 Agriculture in the research area 

In the research ares agricultural activities are mainly of a 

subsistence nature. Very little of the products are marketed. 

Thi s can be seen from the low mont ly cash income of RO-93, and 

R4-78 earned from produce and cattle sold, respectively. 

Decisions with regard to cultivating activities are taken by the 

effective head of the household and ploughing is usually done with 
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cattle and donkeys. The main cultivated crops are maize, 
vegetables and fruit. There are households that do not own any 
stock, and only some households own cattle. The estimated number 
of speci fi c types of 1 i vestock as we 11 as domest i c ani rna 1 s per 

household is indicated in table 5.3. 

Table 5.3: Livestock per household 

Estimated num= % "householdings Average number 

Livestock 
ber in the possessing the per household 

area specific kind 
of livestock -

Cattle 
," 389 34,1 4,28 

Horses 0 0 0,0 

Donkies 17 3,3 b,19 

Sheep 0 0 0,0 

Goat 334 "45,1 3,67 

Pigs 23 22,0 0,25 

poultry 466 71,4 5,12 

Dogs 84 52,7 0,92 

Cats 10 9,9 0,11 

Other 13 6,6 0,14 

The research revealed the following as the main obstacles 

experienced in agriculture and stock breeding: 

An almost complete absence of the physical infrastructure 

necessary for agriculture and stock breeding; 

The physical distance from central markets; 

A lack of sufficient transport facilities; 

Insufficient capital for investment in agriculture and stock 

breeding; 

The inadequacy of suitably skilled labour; 

Limited abilities of the local inhabitants of the area; 
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The economically inadequate size of agricultural units; 

Inadequate advi ce to and trai ni ng of farmers with regard to 

agriculture and stock breeding. 

5.6 Health and welfare 

Due to the i nci dence of parasi t i ca 1, infectious and cont agi ous 

diseases, a low level of health and a low standard of living in 

the deve10pi ng countries, the necessity for paramedical - and 

medical -, community health services and charity services is 

i ncreasi ng1y accentuated. The personnel of the Hans Snyckers 

Institute found that the level of health in the area is relatively 

high except for the occurence of parasitical diseases. Heart 

di seases, arthritis and malnutrition hardly occur. No particular 

tendency is found regardi ng ment a1 i 11 ness and infant mort a1 ity. 

Futher research is necessary as far as the abovementioned is 

concerned. On the whole it was found that the efficiency of 

community health and welfare services are on a low level. 

A manpower shortage hampers medical and para-medical services. 

Furthermore the inhabitants have limited access to clinics and 

hospitals due to inadequate road and transport facilities. There 

is very often a language barrier, hampering communication between 

doctor and pat i ent. 

The Donald Fraser hospital, close to Sibasa, serves Tshikundama1e= 

rna. The closest clinic to the area is plus minus 20 km distance 

away, however, it is hoped to have a fully equipped local clinic 

operational soon. Closely related to the well-being of the 

inhabitants is leisure, religion and community security. No 

sports facilities are found in the area. Religion, does playa 

major role in some of the households. Hardly any serious offences 

such as theft, assault rape and murder are reported. 

5.7 Conclusion 

From the findings the following conclusions may be drawn in terms 

of the poverty problem: 

At this stage the physical infrastructure of the area is at 

this stage on a low -level of development. This restricts the 
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mobility of inhabitants. Furthermore the health of the 

community can be adversely affected by an absence of 

electricity and water supply and other necessary services to 

the house units. Likewise the so~ial live in the community is 

adversely affected by the absence of post and telegraph 

facilities. 

Ethni cally the communi ty is quite homogeneous. The average 

number of inhabitants per kraal is 6,18 consisting·mainly of a 

husband, his spouse(s) and their children. Although poligamy 

occurs, it is less common than monogamy. The number of 

children per female is relatively low. The conimunity is 

rel ati vely youthful, with a fai rly even average between the 

sexes. 

The housing situation is rather favourable. It seems that the 

inhabitants maintain traditional habits and that over-utiliza= 

tion of huts and an undesirable sharing of sleeping huts by 

members of different sex groups is not found. Although no 

expl i ci t research h ad been done in thi s respect, no corre 1 a= 

. t i on was found between mat eri a 1 s used to buil d dwell i ngs, and 

the local health level. 

The level of education is low but relatively high compared to 

the rest of Venda. It is alarming to note that the greater 

part of those with some education (51%) are i nsuffi ci ent ly 

qualified (91,03%) for higher administrative and professional 

positions. A potenti al high "drop out" figure was observed. 

The inefficient physical infrastructure, cultural habits and 

inefficient aids do have major effects on this. 

The inhabitants trade on a cash basis. Cash is mainly 

obtained through wages earned outside Venda. A relatively low 

percentage of the locals are economically active. 

The average month ly income per household is R83-74 wi th an 

average of 6,18 members per household. This amount of R83-74 

is far less than the minimum necessary for a household of six 

to survive in the national states. In view of these figures 

it is doubtful whether the majority of the households can 

survive and meet their basic minimum demands. 
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The typical diet of the inhabitants consists of one major meal 

per day consisting of a main dish of maize, supplemented by 

food s such as edi b 1 e berri es, grasshoppers or mop ani e worms. 

The extent to whi ch the health of the inhabitants suffers 

because of their diet is determined by the extent to which the 

natural sources of food are suffi ci ent to compensate for any 

deficiency. 

Agricultural activities are mainly of a subsistence nature. 

Agriculture is considered important, but its success is 

adversely affected by a shortage of manpower, knowledge and 

ski 11s, capital outlay, and the fact that there is no central 

market. 

Exc 1 udi ng the occurence of parasi tical di seases, the general 

health in the area is not of a particularly low level but 

medical paramedic welfare and other health services are 

i nsuffi ci ent. Thi s i nsuffi ci ency is mai n1y the result of an 

inadequate physical infrastructure and a shortage of staff. 

The community is relatively safe. 

exi sts. 

A low level of crime 

If the income of the inhabitants is used as barometer, the 

i nh abi t ant s of the area can be measured as poor, but due to the 

fact that the research was not meant to assess the poverty 

prob 1 em, no subject i ve i ndi cators were used in the assessment of 

poverty in the area. 

It is nevertheless important to note that poverty in the area has 

no severe implications for the inhabitants. Wide spread 

starvat i on and di sease do not reduce 1 i fe expect ancy as they do in 

other Third World countries. Malnutrition hardly occurs. No 

above average tendenci es regardi ng ment a1 di sorders or infant and 

chi 1 d mort ali ty are evi dent from the research fi ndi ngs. 

Furthermore the community experiences a low crime rate. 

With this in mind, it is tempting to adopt Schultz I s (1964: 

98) charactarization of developing societies as "poor but 

efficient". Supplementary to this Wilkinson (1973: 208) feels 

that developing societies in the Third World, as seen from a 

Western poi nt of vi ew, may be regarded as poor but that these 
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soci eties may fi nd themselves withi n a well mai ntai ned ecological 

equi 1ibri urn (see Wilki nson, 1973: 21) and may not experience any 

of the subjective reality of poverty.' 

This imp1i es that the natural sources of food in the area can 

compensate for the low cash flow. If the inhabitants do not 

ex peri ence themse1 ves as bei ng poor, " ••• they may not regard 

economic development as particular advantageous. From their point 

of view it may seem to entail sacrificing leisure and some of the 

other advantages of their way of life to obtain' 'unnec'essary' 

increase in cash flow". (Wilkinson, 1973: 208). 

On the other hand, due to the high number of migrant labourers, it 

is possible that some of the househO'lds. do experience poverty, and 

hope to fi nd re1i ef from another s'ource (Koo'rnhof, 1982: 50). 

6. CAUSES AND PREVENTION OF POVERTY IN THE RESEARCH AREA 

Although a variety of causes' o{ poverty, including "individual 

i nadequecy" and the concept of "culture poverty" can be 1i sted the 

abovementioned information should clearly indicate that development is 

a primary cause of the extent of poverty. 

In addition to the economic system, various other factors within the 

specific research area itself have retarded development. 

Firstly, the area is situated in the North Eastern parts of Venda. 

Until recently these parts have been isolated from Venda and the rest 

of the world due to the topography of the area. At present they do 

have some contact with the outside world, but the inefficiency of the 

physi cal infrastructure of the area, cause them still to remai n in 

i so 1 ati on. 

Secondly, the sub-tribes of this far North Eastern parts of Venda, are 

in constant conflict with the Eastern tribes 'of the senior lineage -(Singo). 

Co-operation is hampered due to this constant conflict and thus 

development hardly takes place in these remote parts. 

A thi rd factor is mi grant 1 abour. Though thi s mi ght overcome the 

short te!m poverty prob 1em many an author quest i on the desi rabi 1 ity 

thereof in terms of the development of the community in the long run. 

Wilson (1972: 175) points out that " ••. it (oscillating migration) 
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hampers the development of the rural area, not only because of the 

haemorrhaging of its economically active men, but also because the 

area becomes so densely populated - with women, children and old 

peop 1 e - that there is i nsuffi ci ent 1 and for the r ti onal i sat i on and 

improvement of agriculture". 

On the other hand it was found in the research area that without the 

remitances of the mi grant wage 1 abourers the community mi ght not be 

able to reproduce themselves. Wages of migrant labourers, thus aid house= 

holds in the utilization of their land and, in this way, increase their 

income. Thus, households from which migrant labourers originate. own more 

catt Ie, have a higher monthly income, (about 200% more than of that of 

the households which do not include migrant labourers) and maintain an 

overall higher standard of living. 

Migrant labour does have certain effects, both negative and positive, 

on the development of the community, but due to the dependance of the 

communi ty on thi s source of income, it cannot be di sconti nued at thi s 

stage. In spi te of the abovementi oned problems regardi ng development 

of this area, development still has to be the major priority in the 

combatting of poverty. 

As far as broad guidelines in this respect are concerned the following 

two overall aspects may be considered: 

A total development strategy in the research area in which 

planning is of primary importance, within the frame of the 

suggested deve 1 opoment strategy of Venda (RAU, 1979). In thi s 

strategy it will be of primary importance to bear in mind the 

topography and isolation of the area concerned as well as the 

longstanding conflict between the subtribes in this area and the 

Eastern tribes of the senior lineage. 

The importance of the total involvement of the community as a 

major component of the development strategy. 
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