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By way of Introduction - -
.The peqple of Africa 
. " ; :.. .. .'. '. . ~ . 

have been ,known to be 
~> -

g~o~raph~ca,~lY mobile .. . Be~ides the traditional nomadic 

. ,past?ral;ism it is also .known that movements of Wl10le 

~.riOe$ vvere frequent; in .'G},j,ep:ce~c olonial days41 Until 

§he esta.blishment pf colonial a~inistrative frontie~s 
. . ". .. . '. . .. 

; . 

such movements f~~quentlY led to the displacement of 

g+o~ps .. of people.. In the wake of established and 

controlled colonial boundaries movements qf people took 
-"' ,. .' . 

onnew forms; nam~ly, individuals began to. move from 

their immediate ethnic environment as a matter of 
," . -. . . .' ~ 

economic nec essi ty:~ After the colonial consoli da ti on 

the characteristic features of labour migration were 

(1) it wa's seasonal, and (2) its pattern was determined 

by the nature of the socio-economic strUctures tha.t 

colonialism created.. Essentially, therefore, labour 

migration tended to be towards areas of·promisip,g 

economic activitiesa As Caldwell rightly points out: 

" Migra ti on in Africa has always been seasonal.. In 
:the more arid country north of West Africa forest 
there is a dtyseason after the harvest when few 
productive activities can be . carried out ' ..... , 
It h:,:\D s~b~c'1uently bec ome the time of seasonal 

"migration, when many seek employment to the South 
in the cultivation of tree cropsl1or in the minesl 
or in the growing 1 '3.rt s along the c oast ~ (5, p. ;Ll1J 

Until recent years labour migrationhascalwaysbeeri 

from ,subsistence farming regions to areas where cash, 

ip.c ome' could be earned.. Howeyers there, has been 

t~emendous structure,l changes in, the Ghanaian society· 

an~ these' changes have in turn exerted profound influenCeS 
. \ , . . . .'. ." ,'. 

~.#~~-:;.~--.... ~ .. ~ ... ,-, on ,.1i.he.: ... pat,t'"erri .. and., di.re.c ti.Q,n, .. of.,:-.p.o.p.ula ti.on .. m.ov.em-ent.;~;in·:. ',,_. 

the 'country.' 'ian the other hand,' the: patterns 'of population 

movements haveeffec ted c ertainsoci'o-ec onomic changes 

in the society" In' addi tion to thecocoa-gt-ovl'ihg areas 

and the mines which have been the major traditional, 

'pulls' for migrant labour, the e:Xpandi'ng urbs.n areas' 

have become the centres of attraction for migrants 

seeking economic o~portunitieso 
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I n the Ghanaian si tua ti.on, the Nerth,ern and Upper, and the 

VeltaRegiens have been the general lesers than the gainers 

.of migrant labeur.' This ebserva ti.on strengly lend support 

te thep'ropesitien that the explanatery. facterfer, rural~ 

urban:'migratibnin underdeveleped ceuntri,es.is the 

existence .of real inceme differentials in thesee,cenemies 

(22,24,28) .' 'In centrast te the simple wage differentia'ls 

medels .of Jorgenson, Lewis, and Ranis and Fei, the' 

expectatien medels .of Tedare and Harris-Tedare emphasize, 

the impei-tance 'of beth the income ratieand the prebability 

.of urban" empleyment (14,30,31) 

, 
This paper pursues a very mederate .objective. It is 

knewn that changes in the cemp9sition .of pepulatien may 

be caused by three main facters: fertili ty, mertali ty and 
mi grati en. The paper fecuses en the third facter (migratien) 

in an attempt te threw, seme light en the prec,ess and, 

patterp.s .of labeur migratien in Ghana(including days when 

the ceuntry was called Geld Ceast under Bri tishcelenial 

rule)~ The .object .of analysis will be 'inte~l ,migratien': 

it,s causes, direction,metives, and the secial and ecenemic 

i mpli9a ti.qn~ .of; mi gra ti.on :in the area .of lab CUI' supply and 

deman~. -The appreach will be histerical-analytical. 

Histerically, the precess and pattern .of the labeur 

migratien depict seme specific features fer the pre-ce:;Lenial 

andceleni,al 'peried in centrast te the pest-independe:ns:e 
, ': '-.~~~. 

peried - the peried .of rapid secie-ecenemic transformatien. 
.' . . ~. 

/;. 

/ 
i 

/' 
I , 

2. Quantiitative and. Qualitative Aspects .of the Gllanaian :~·eJ~lation. 
, Ghana's deficiency in: Capi tal accumulatien " '\ 

and ,~~treme lack .of ,medern industrial technelogy wi th,iri ' 

the hi'st'erical c entext .of her c elomal h'eritage w<;>u.ld. 

seem te, be 90mpensated fer by herpoesessien. .of an 

enermeus cultivable land area and a rapidly grewing 

populatien. 
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, W;itll an area 0f23§, 537 ,square ki,l,?Eletre,s" Gh~c[ has 
ple,:n.ty,o;frcQom ;for more people. Thecoup.try' s 

" .. :). '. ',.' 

PQP'.y.l~t),o,n q,ensi tY,of 32 per f;3q. kII). when; compared: wi th 
suc.hcountries as Britain (222), ,Jap~n, (262) and 

Belgi,~(J07) mak~s Ghana appear to beunderpopu~a ted; 
. ...... . .: j 

especially when the fact i,s considered that these countries 

,areI)O much bigger than Gl~ana. 

In s~ite of this obserVation, some Ghanaian 
~ , h ',.: •• : •• ':.:" :..'. , ; .. '. f' .' ,. ~ , ; . '.- .: 

demographers and, planners have, in I'ecent years, been 

expressing c onc e'rn ab ou t the c oun try's population trend. 

It has been argued that the country's population has 
been expa~di.n~"at a "ratEr which"abes not healthily match 

, . ,-. .,. ',-

wi th the coun~ry' s social" and econoinic advancement. 

Thea.~iety about'the co~ntry's population trend led ,to 

the establi'shment of the Ghana Faniily Planning Board 

which was set up: 

"'to provide the'knowledge needed by couples 
,to regulate their fertility; to acquaint people 
wi th values of responsible parenthood, to inform: 
the public about the goals and achi evemen1B.df 

, . ,the ,NJITlprogramme; and ,to keep Gove~~~tO:fficials 
""'-::'and :the' 'publi c;{ri-f6rmecf'~ahout·the'~impQ.~tan(re, :.of' . 

family planning for ec 9n()mic deYE!~,()pm~nt •. "".,J}?). 

,\i. It is worth mentioning that the ba,sis of the 

\concern about the population trend is not because the 
\, '. . 
c:ountryisove~populated at the pres,ent, but because 
\ , ' 

the 'rate of population growth is so high that it is , 

"b~li,eved tobe'already 'retarding the country-1.,s econbmic 
f ' " ',' 

prOgress and' ,n frustrating na ti onal developIIi.ental. 

aspiratIons.n (32) .,Suffice"itto say here, that the· 

attitude is essentially Malthusian. The fact iS"that 

the rate of population growth is one of the many variables 

in thecomplexp~~c ess of social, 'ec onomic and poli ti,cal 

transformation8 

1 

" 
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From,,1.921 to 1970 growing at an-annual ratE/varying 
betwe:en2.'8 and 3.6 per' c'ent, Ghana'~' popu.lati'on'is ' 

'~stimat~d :to liavequad~~l'ed' from'2.296-ito 8~559 millions. 
;t't,tri,pied',b~twe~n' :192i"a~d 1960 ,whencerisll.s 'counts '-in 
the lat'tery~ar put';the""figure at 6~7i7:mil'li·Oris. ,; 
'The' increase 'in populat-ion betwe~~ 1960 'ahd 19'70 was ' 

27.24 per cent or an annuai' gr'owth:r.iteof 2.4 pe:r'cent. 

In c oI).trast,': with ap.erc~pi ta income of US 200 dollars 
. • . t ' .. ,t ... " ; .. ~ .' .;" ,; .' . E 

the ,averag~, a~l:\al ra,te of ,GNP" gr<?,~th, has bsenb:etween 
i: 4 ~. 1 , • J . ~ t '. ., • ~ , ~ -' J ;.... , .. , ":.' ;.', , .... : .. .. ; 

1 and -0.1 per cent. 
\ ~, .' 

As a typical underd~v:el~ped country; Ghana has a 
very 'young' population. The'depe:rid~~cy r~tio';(thatis, 

. . . .,' ,,\ J " l, ......., 

th~ persons in age ~ g:r;-oups 0 - 14 and 65' years ~nd 
over) incl",eased' f~om 47 .6, pe~c cent' in 1960 to 50.4 per 

.' I '. .. 

cent in 1970. The implications of the relative increase 
of the population aged less than 15 ~~~rs fo~'the' 
growth of~,he labour ,.~?rce should be ,obvi oUf!l, since the 
labour force: is a subgroup of ,those aged,15 ,years or 

more. 

12emographio,' S.:oe~al ancL Eoonom1o"Chareo't'arlstioB of 
·,'th'e .Ghanian Labour Force. 

I·The size, and sex-age structures' exert equally a ,', 
decisive influence, on ,the volume and;comp9s.ition of J I 

coun~ry"s labour. In the .' ... case,.·th~_size 9f'the 
labour force is determined by (1) 'the'defini 1iionqf: 

J th~ phy,sical size 'of the -workiri-g~age population (g.efined. 

officially as 15 ""' 64);·(,2) its composi tion in terms 

of sex and:age groups; and (3) the participation r~tes 
. applicable' to each' sex. Gr" age group_ 

.. 
The population censuses show th~t the population 

of Ghana was 8,559,313 in 1970 as compared to ;the 

1960 figure of 6,726,815. 

i 
.I 

r 

/ 
.I 
I 

.I 
/ 



\ 

5 -

This 'gi:ve=s, ;'.ap.; ,·i.~fl:reE!-'$e i9.:t', ~7'.A ".pep;::::c enJ'41:! .,,:::TP.~·R ~rt@u~.~!B, 
also"'ilndiirraAiB:lthatr":1L&e,§;4ze"qf t4e ~~~:~l,ttfb9H~F Jo;r:q.e,·.,.:X(»: 

was 2,-27d,t:026 '~i~n1.i~6Q:~~} 3, 331i.g,~8_,i~,1970'.':jJ:.3~h.~~J}j!}r?E '9~rj 
break-down,,·(tf;th~;cJ-i.gllr~:~ ~~\s. +'j§77,q.5,~, ma~,~~ a,l?t~)iF i:' 
1, 045:;::9:68 (fern~lf,H;)', .. : i~,:~96q.;as::~'o~p,:::t'e~"to,-1,859~J~J?[ ()~al~,~,~, 
and :'·1>.;47)2 *)223 c<tham~~~.s ;A~~ e~9'lQ. ;::;'<~;4arl:~ ,~s t .. 91ia~'il~R5>''j~ f:0l~)e 

thus increas~d"oY;'i,;2?4.;'p~~ q@:q.t·9Y~I\:.:the.,(:lJ~c~g,e,.,,;,..?~~i:~:O':il 

ratenof'~ growth.is'f}J.i·gb t.j.,Y';r~,owe~, th~n,.the "grQwt~,,;t;~ ~E;k9.f" 
. - .,' '.... . .J, " . ' .... , .• ", __ . ' __ ': .. !.~. .-1. '"I ,;:.:: .~ ~.":..':J .. ! ::.' .. :...; _ :. :::) :.-1'::::' 

the total population. Neverthelessl.'1i~,~s.:ral~.:') 8f;)?,~o\Yr~11: 

has certain serious implications for employment and 

unemployment of the labour f,or,q94i1, 
>'., '.!:~l.L ~-:l !-:.,;. 

female labour force in~i;ne>~sj~dbY;i~s~~cll" as,;4.Q.'k.:p~:r cent 
·~'~":'-'-:;wh±'l"e"the-"ma±e·"-1a.bour .. --·f.QJ;!G.e .. -inc.r.ea.s.ad,.by, .1.Q . ..9 .. ,lter cent _'_'''''- _ 

. (;:i. " .0 e't\irsen L±96G.'and-'~~9i(j~~""'F': · .... ·· .. ·_·· .... '·--i···· .. ~-.--'". --:).-:.~:lL;!.L-.c .. :==.~:: .. ~\b~j~:; ~C{ ~J-'-.. -,::.";~' 
=---:;-,.-----.. -Thr~~-;,p~li'7'~;,..i~~~'ih;,:i~+e ... se~mfiO;"~ .. ~.:-.~,--;"- •• 
r·.~-. ,o:f-·-the-··PQPula/t"i0n!-+th!at-~i-sT\.~"-4um.b:eIL..o.:tl._mal.e,s.,'p.,e.t.:.:J._QQ:L~.J .. ;:.:.:..i,i.,J_ 

fema;les~ was)(918.5i, a>'fal~ fI.>Jm: 192.~':O:t; ~he19~6~O c~n~~~.,,;, ;, .>:' 
Th~s jde~lirie.CWas:due .. maihly ;:to the 'la.rge iexo~us of! ati.l.~ns }".v,; C 

'. 
\ 

as; .£'Cr:oinseque.riC e lof.the. \~li.~.p..s,;C omP.1i,anc ~ O:r:der of1lQ~:9,J!... t /{' '.';. 
.. j ! ~ 
:) «,! ·f\ S, . :~~ i . L h ; .• : .1'.'. . .. \ .r :,'. , l', " I ~' • 

'\ 
'\ 

. '. ,~ '- . " ~ 

! . t 

l:"LAB OUR'F6RC~ OF 'CHANA :BY SEX,;i960 & 191'0/' 
• /'< ( j in \'tlidU:sandS)'·;"~, ·.r . .-., r;~' 

i 
, .' -.~.I' 

!~, .:.. ...~:~ ," 
.. ',:. "'''. '-

;.' .. . ... 
( '~).}:~ .~;././ .~/ 

r··' ". ;' '; "'.- " 
r .~.,. '. 

~,-'(.:-~,~).~r'~:~.~~----~'-~~"i--~f------~----------------~--------~i--~----
, ";"f: .~. : .. " I. )" , '. .• . :~ :t:.. "~. ,0.... r (:" ;:~~ t. 

i'. ~(:, .' !,1.~:60 i " 1970 %, ;'tncr~a~~ " A9ua~:~,Ratli ,:,~ :~",) ( 
. I !' 

TOTAL! 2,7231,'.;3,1332;",: .:22.35;. i2.Lr'~ 1>:'*~!,1 
MALE !' 1,677; ;',: 1,,859 .' '. ' .r ~O. 9 ;:1/',,:, rl.l~·'~ 11 ~);:;'~"}'~ 
FEMAL, 1,046 " .,1,4'72."" [140.7 : r3.(~.,~· Ii «)'~'(~~~ 
--.~ .. 7~·~:;·~!I~~~~; __ ~~~~~l_' __ ~~~~~ ____ ~l~' --. __ ~ __ ~!_' __ ~ __ ~{t -c-. , '.'" I ' 

s:Ou're~~ pOil>u~a t~ o;:~~::n~use'~: :~f iGha~a 19:60:~ 1970): 
, " ..... -~ 

f\ ft ~:l r:.f :",~, ".'.~. () ~, ," \,'" ,"," ,r:, ! t j > ~ ,. 

1. ;;.\ ... .:...\.~.! ,:''''.' .. 

l~:' ,,..~~r :~.~ I' -~ '.(1 ..... : ~:.I,: J (_; il :'.: :,." ,",: 

!, f, it ' ... 

~ ~'l i~ ;j :! ,.] .. :··-;1~f· .. 
--;:'.: -.':---"- _. ---:-;. --~ -~'.-.'-- ..• , •• , .. ""r"'..... ~ ..... ~ · .... ' ..... " .. 4 .. ,--. '~'''''''' .... :! ............. -.~-..... , .. , '.. ,.. ... ,.;.~ '."- __ ..... ~ .... ".,~, ..... ,' ....... , ... r~ ... "" ........... ~ . ..:~---' .. ;:...-,:,;N~:_t .. -...:P" ... ~_: .. ::--"~;;..,...l}._:'';''p; :.:~~.r.~''';;;' :":::" ~,.~J 
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From Table 2, we eansee that the sex-age struetL.re 

'Of .t:tl~, G:l:iaru.~~n Lapour fore e: ,for all' tl'+.e· a~~-:~J>~?,~J'j.e~· 
sex~:r'i:;l. tios: ,Epeee,ed 100.', . Tha . age di stri b1.lj;,:j..ol1,iindi,e,ates, ; 

, ... ' ..•• "" ,_ .' .• ,' ',", ." .J. . ! , .. ,,' 1 . .1- '.: ' • .-' \) _" ~ __ .\.' .,.. "'." •• ~. -

theB:::;3¥~~i,pat.te;~ expeeted'in. a devet:H~~n~;,. ec9:1A¥~~-::-.;J::\ 

53 per e:~n~ ~r~~:;ipe1iw~~n, theageof2Pi~nJ'\ 401ye~~'s,1-:'~:l;"::, 
TN~/,~:';,pq~~l~t~Lop qepsu,~es i~dieate th~·t tb.f3~·::P:~9i:>q:KtJ.P~\.; .:: '. 

::)9';f ~'p (:;F~9::q,¥L o~':) i'tt'hJeag~Lf~rou P.. 15 years ,~:q~n:f:?-P qV:,~~p::~c~~.~Ft s,~d . 
frOIllj:~p5.6.~i>l~:r,~y[·~n~.to1'f53~2 per eent;,h:ow\Flye,~l;;:',~)9::,';-' :~J . 

d~pe·!l:4epe,~"'~r~~Lt.,i, Q:: line F:§~vse4.:J'rom LJ.7 ~ 6 l>e:r'~ e,~fliN<..~n 1}i6Q; jt9-J 
50.~4··P,7X;t:Ce,:ri~,)i!1;r1~70~ .. :;( " ;.\; ;.j OC)" .; ~,r1' 

-, '\ 
:' .. 

,., 'kif) ,f .... · 

', .. 
-' i.: 

1,ABLE 2: GHANAIAN LABOUR FORCK BY. SEX, AGE,AND· SEX-RATIOS, 1970 

AGE 

11 
TOTAL 

15-19 

20-24 

25-29 

30-34 

35-39 

40-44 

45-49 

50-54 

55-5Q 
60-64 

65-69 

70-74 

75-79 
80-84 

85- & 
Over 

. :;.i ,':).1': T.::~.rLJ· : .. r:~),~:;,:.:·: ,c:' :,~/:'" :;'.!. _I. -':';:-.;,;':,; ... ::';:'.,,:.-1. 

,-" :., .-:..' ,CA.bs·olu'te ,numbers. ,in, ·:thou$and.~) .. , :. 'L"";I C:;:[," 
; ;,'. : ·1:-J1,:;.#" -r~ ,: •• ' .... :" .... ~.:~ .~J,_. C,,:,.l Ij(" ... ..1 . .,:.,'; •• ; .. :_.:; . :'.'..'."J. ~". 

<) : .. ~. . . -

3,)3~ i~ :.: ,.ft~;~!59.: 'i; l~A 7?~ : ; 1()Q, . 100. ;~:~J;OO 
~lJ-JM;:~:.?tp:·g:.:" " l~;9'J,1 9.5 \.,;>;9,~1' .,,10.1 

,~ ,4&:Q:.: '·g5}2):, :J::8i~Aj['1 . 14;~? ,rL,'. 1.3'.6" ',.: .1:5.:6 
499 277222 1501 15.0 15~1 

469";' , '.·257 212 .14 ~1 ;t.3.8 
3r7"~'~~ ,.'t,·-~~j2i7"·; ~--:i6,~~:'/~ij;~~;::.-:·:: ·1·E.·1~ 
307' 13i· 9t:~:'> 9.2'" 

,,! ('j 

,", ;; 

"12;6~;~ , 

I13.?!: 
;·l09'·4, . 
124.8 

124.7" . 
, .. "-2 40~:~ ...:...:-- '~1:4: ' -"-=-~e&"" . '7:.2''-- ~'- .. _~-ri.'~6·~· ,.···::~;·8· "'::'~-~~r4&ii'--
,::'20~,r~ .:. ,,:}-i6:.';·{;);JJ'i88· 6.1 (~":"i -. 6.2 '···;~·~'O '. '.,'. 136~8. 

T' i2};' '·':--:--"r'7j-"':;·:'·";"5'O···"··· 3 .• 7',' .... j.9~·" :·~;r~~~~-··t---+f1A~~~l"-

;;12g:>;~;i69 ,.::5'1 3.6 ! . ': '3.7': '3.4' 1.jp;.'i5J:; 

;i 7
0

.. . i 41 .' ,'29 '>. ,,2.1' _, .. '1
2
._ ....... 8

2 
... :.:.',., ............. , ....... ,::,:.2_1' : .. : ..••• , .. °

5 
.... ' ..•... ,1 .... :,.,.,., ... " ... "l£, .. ' ... ~:t.:.~.: .. ~~.·-.j~ .. _. 

l .. ,:. 56.~:'. :; .. ~~_.LJ4~~ .. _~~ .,=::.~.2..?~ __ .: ... :,i~.7~.. ,_ ~_ .. ,~, .-__ . _ ~ _ L.l . 

25 ·,I::'('r+P C),:,,/I ":,~"~' ,0.7.·.. ;:j9~J3,;'. D.: 0,.6,] '~;Z.~~~J?; 2.': 

2114 7 0.6 o. 7 0.5186~4 

19 13 6 0.6 .0.7 0.4 235.9 

Source: Population Censuses of Ghana 1960 and 1970 

/ 
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Table 2 also indicates that the r.elative number of 
. . •• Wto,I . ...,.l.1" .. " 

,,' .p e:t:'sonf3 .of e.i the·r~sex. iir.!: ii.h.~:._~g~ .. ,gr.Qtip'f.5.;:~"'~:i9·;:y.eai-s·: .:.:;~ .... 
.... ~.: .... ~ __ .~_.:..,,:::._:,::·.:::._ ... ,,w·,:::.:'"" .... .:: "~:::r ... "~ .... : ...... ---......... ~.'~ ........... , ............ .-..-... .---.. - .. +-.~. . ,'. ..... ' ..•. _. ..~.... -." -' ."." "" . . 

wh9 are in the labour force is significantly small. 

Thils is mainly beca\lse I?:0st persons in this age group 

.. a£~i.!:L.mi.;ddl.e,.secolldary', ... c~mmerci~l and technical 
_ .... w __ ••••••• _ •• ~" _.~._._._~ __ ,.._.. ~ '" • / i Ji,:. ,_ . .",.;. 

Ii'> ~n~ti t~ti.on~ .~f eduqat~ 9rl. Sl*.d.:trai¢.ng~ Aribther:)nier§.t-i·ng 

..J.. '. ' 

\ t~ 

...... -- .... ,~.-... , .. :.. f -~ ....... ' .... .,... .... -.... "'." - " : . 1 . 

obs,ervation' about the Chanaian laboiurforQ8: iby,sex:.:and 
. i '.; .. - ~ -, . '., . ~:. ..: . 

: ... ~age( i~.the signific~ntnumber of persons in the age group 

65 years and ,aboveo" Onema.jar."reason is the lack'of old 
~ .' - . 

age: insuranqe for tl?:ese persons. whQ are to a·great· 
·-··i··-·· propo;ti'~~"~~lfe~pioyedo The pheno~enon is reinforoed by 

.... , the' fact that- the rapid'socio":economic change~.;Q~ recent 
;. ! "'1" '- .• : .. l.i_ 

: . years havet-adically affectad the traditional syst:em. of 
I • , ' , . ' ; • . ............ _ ................. _,._ ..... _ .••. _ . 

. 1... : .. :._c.aring.for-~he . ·aged· j wi .. thi n . ·th·e·ex t e rnifl:::f"amily ,.syst em. .. .. 
1- !" : .: .. ';".' ....... : . .". • 
I Thus pe~sons in thi$ age· 'group .are" more ;'pr,les:scompelled 
t ,..; ... ; ~ ,', ", .~>" , "t .'." , " f .: : .,... '" " "< , '. 

I . t0continl,le [t.o work Ifor.J:L .. ll:v.ing .. _especialJ¥· .. in:·the··"·········_·· .. , .... _.1. __ . : .... _ .. _"" _.... .... ....... .. .......................... _..... . ..-........ . 1'.. "'"'" , .. ' ,.... .. .. . ... -" . ". ..... . 
,.~ • . ~ :.. _ ). if.:; ' ... 

• ', .: ",I' ~ •.• 4~ ":: ~ .... ~:.~~' ..... '"':' .. - •• 

" i 
. ·-t 

The participation rates for the Ghanaian population 

over the decade (1960-1970) did not change very much. 

This can be seen from Table 3~ The conclusion tobe 

drawn will be that the observed increase in the size of 

the labour force over the period could be attin-buted to 

other factors, notably demographice It is ,worth to note, 

however, that the participation rates for the specific 

sex-age groups varied cOl~8iderably within the time period. 

The three types of participation rates measurement 

indicate a decline for the male and an increase for the 

female This development explains why there was no 

significant c-hange in the participation rates for the 

total populationo 
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TABLE 3·PARTICIPATI ON RA TES FOR POPULATION MALE AND FEMALE 1960 &70 . , ' . 
, ., .. 

. ' 

" 
TOTAL POPULATION MALE FEMALE 

• 
TYPE OF' MEASUREMENT 1960 1970 1960, 1970 ,··1960 1970 

'" .' r 

1. Crude Participation ' ~ 

Ra'te " 40.5 38.9 49."3 43.8 31.4 34.1 

't¥@taf 
. ' 

, 

, r , 
" 

2. Refined] Participa ti on I, 

Rate 73.0 73.3 89.9 83.5 56.7 63.6 

jt~! 
" 

3. Modi fi ed, Refined , 
Partic.:i.pa ti on Rts~ 73.9 74.2 90.1 '84.1 57.5 64.7 

J, >j , " 

Employment 
~ 

Source: Kodwo Ewusi: The Size and Structure, of 
.- .. 

In Ghana Accra 1975. 
" .. 

\ ' . 
; 

.. , 

" 
" 

.... ::: .c-,,· 

" 

:' , " 

..... . 
' .. ,' 

,.:",' -'.J.-

.:.: ..... 
" 

. " 
t 

" 

, . 
~ 
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4. First Phase : Colonial Labour Migra,t;i.on 

: ;" Gh'~na. :lstoaa.y· the wer-i'd" s' ifiF~i~~h p~Oduc er and 

, expol-terof coco~. Widespread commercial cuI tivati6n 

of'the cocoa tree ' began in the,lateel.ghteen-ninet±es 

.... '. ';'ih"the 'fores'is of the Densu river basin 'where the 

fi rst farin;ers were not indigenous to the Akim area: but 

immigrants •. These first farmers belonged chiefly," but, 

notdompletely" to two 'ethnic groups:, the A~angbe-: 

':speaking Shai and Krobo, and the Twi-speaking', Akwapim. 
The 'Shai 'and lerobo"li ved' on the' arid 'and infertile' 

plains whose hard and' inhospi ta'ble environmentcompe;Lled 
,. 

them to turn' to 'the more fertile soils'of the"humid 

forest •. ' Thus," the' migration from the East towards 'the 

west was first triggered off· by the new cash-crop~ 
,'\,. 

The method of migration in the South generally was 

;'leap-fr()~ging" 'J •. M~ Hunter aptly describe~ the:~rocess 
as, fOlio'we: 

, j .. ' 

..... 

" A farmer purchased a piece of'virgin'" 
forest, commonly within a day's walk of 
the starting point of migration, cleared and 
6ultivatedlt, and then reinvested any 
ingorne ~ccruing iIl: the purchase of· a s.econd 
piece of land farther west. By this process 
of contiritiousre-investmeht~the'farmer 

. move,d steadily w,estwards during the course 
of his life-:time, acquiring one new land 
aft'er another~' (19, p. 64).' . 

This process was not unique,to the ,South, all over 

the'. £,orest areas. of the country whenever y9mmercial 
cultivation of th(;:!,pocoa ~ree: was started, farmer;s 

.' leap-fr,ogged'. In the course of ,time, the so called 

II stranger villages", began,;.to emerge b~cause ,on arrival 

each migra~t fa.rmer built him~E3lf and,: ,the family a 

house. ,Against the ,t·radi tional ba.ck~roul:ld of "the .' 
extended family system, the tendency was for relatives 

to'build the, housesclose'together. Thus the migrant 
. '.' 61-eated "an environme,nt which was: more' o1-'less" siInilar 

to that of their 'home town'. Thus migration could 

not break the farmer's attachment to his place of origin, 

his home town. 
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In the course 'of time, some farmers ,became owners 

of more than one farm .. Besides, the development of a 

large scale of agricultural export crops. (espeqially 

:coc6a' and 'palm oil) necessi tated ,ne:w forms of, org~ru.z9d 

farm labour and employment,rela tionso, Under. ,the 

system of cash-crop cultivation, reli,ance on family 

labour alorie soon proved insufficient -especially 

·dt+rl.ng the peak periods ,of planting,' harves,ting and 

'transpo'rting : (carrying' on the head)" o;fagricul tural 

crops to the markets or feeder roads. The farmer hi red 

labour, for, this ,purpose" The cocoa~growing areas 

in the Ashahti and Brong-Ahafo became th!3, v pulling' 

'centres for J.:,abourers (farm hands) ,from the Northern 

Reg:i,on and. indeed adjac ent terri tori es. Such labourers 

travelled to the forest zone to work over the harvest 
", 

period and returned to their places .of origin. They 

usually returned in the next season to work for the 

s,ame farmer.· 

Another developmerttrelevant to our discussion 

is the importance;~f~b$lentee landownership. Where 

a farmer' wr ... s more,·than one farm, ,he becomes to a 

"iimi ted degree ana.bs9nt.ee· farmer under a system of 

land tenure based on c'rop sharing called ABUSA. The 

ABUSA mode of production isa system under which a 

rh:i,grant wi thhis own capi tal or labour' (including 

.th~· labour of his family) developes land belonging to 

another person and after the harvest gives two­

thirds of the proceeds 'there of to theowrier of the 

piece of land. The system is used forpefmanent crops 

such as'cocoa, rubber,oil':',palin, coffee, and also for 

crops. This system still prevails in Ghana'~ 
. ' ~ 

Another !pull' factor'for colonial migra.tion 

was, in addtion to cocbafarrning 'the mining industries. 

'I' 
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The,.<?-eve+opmento:~ the mining industries t-:riggered off 
a new source of demand for labour in regions of the 
country where the inhabitants occupation preference 
was away from the mine$·. As N. O. Adds says: 

"The introduction of new mining techniques, 
. of c·ash crop agriculture in '~he fo"rm of 
cocoa groWing, triggered off a large demand 
for manual workers, the more so since the 
local inhabitants of the areas initially 
affected tended to frown on manual labour." 
(2, p. 48) 

The major 'pull' factors for colonial labour 
migration from the stage of colonial penetration. 
throughout the colonial era were industries which catered 
maihlyfor foreign demand. Thus it is necessary to ... J •••••••• 

understand the system of COlonial economic organization 
as a first to appreciating the c.omplex issue of' colonial 
labour migration • 

.An int~eresting aspect of th~ ,colonial' economy 
which is pertinent,to,Jhepattern and 'directi<?n of labour 
migration,i$" related to the system of transportation 
net-workn~rected in thecouritry. (It must be mentioned 
that this was not peculiarly Ghahaian}.:~ .Th~ transport 
and c ommunica tion system made the rural and the i.nhabi tants 
in the hinterland Ileriphera1 persons. Being .outside 
the in~rastructur~ln~twork,. the peasant farmers .received 
low pr;i.Ces for their produce in the interior while 

. .... . ': ;, . . 

they.paid exorbitant prices ·forimported itemsw~ich 
. .' ~, . . 

usual),y had to be transpo:rted. from the c pastal areas at 
." .. . ' . '." " t-

high cq?ts. '. ~his created eC,anoInic disadvant~.ges for the 
farmers in terms of selling and buying - a do~b1e loss. . . 

As a strategic move (even if not conscious) to 
mitigate this obvious economic disadvantage, a large 
number of the farming population either gave up farming 



and migrated to the mines as unskilled labourers or 

migratf3d to the, mqre prosperous agricultural producti 'On 

areas •. This aspect is historical but very fundamental. 

As. Akin L.Mabogunje a.rgues~ 

" What I am anxious to emphase is .the role that 
transportation network came to play in the pattern 
and magnitude of colonial labour movement. 
Throughout West Africa~ the crucial node in the 
colonial: transportation network, was the port and 
all roads led to the port., All rail lines started 
inland from'" the. prtand all roads led to the port. 
Great cost and profit advantage accrued to any 
producer who operated close to'the port; the 
reverse was the lot of a producer who lived far 
away from the coast, and the ports ... In other 
words, with European colonization, coastal areas 
beoome economically the most important parts of 
W f3 s t A f ri c a IV ( 25, p • 48) ., 

Against this background one6an only' too well agree 

with'Polly Hiiltha.t migratl1I'Y flows during this early 

period' can be'fully appreciated oniy within the framework 

of rural capitalism at work.. Polly Hill says: 

" .. /; : Ii th,e.essential nature of migratory process is that 
i ti s forward-::-looking ll prospective, provident, 
prudential - the opposite of land t.o month ...... . 
Almost from the beginning, c oc oa farmers 
established on purchased land were regarded as 
investments .... ioe .. property which existed for 
the purpose of giving rise to further property." 
( 15, 16, 1 7 ,18) " ' '.. . .• 

- . ,. 

At thi s rudimental stage of capi tali sm in the colony, 

the pattern of migratipn waG at fL.'st seasonal.. The 

direction of the flows was towards the' new ind~stries 
agricultural production, forestry and mining. The 

movement of labour from the porth was in no way 

acqiden tal. ., The crop production in the nort~: somewha t 

complement ed c oc oa harvesting ,in the forest aX,eas of the 
. i. 

South. 
.. 

I 

~ 
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: The' labour;' from' .,the north, .was always after:the,no~tl1ern 

,:r'harvest::s'easotr (up to' the : end of August) • The' peak, 

:'of "cb'coharvest< in the South was from- Septembe~ ,to 

January"· each., ,Thus the northern labour came in for the 

cocoa harvest and returned in time for the'northern 

planting,. seas on. " 

-. - ;'-','.~.' ':·:I:;'n· c:onclusion -t.o t·h~Et .. secti·on, ::gne ·.C~ln : say. :"that 
, 

,,' the,' broad pattern and characteristics 'of' colonig.l ' 

5. 

'lab-our .migration are: (1) it, was a movement of people 

,fromnorth:to the south and from east to .west; (2) most 

::ofthemigration was of a seasonal character -adIn.tttedly, 

in SOme cases migrants did return each season to the 

same farm·orrplantation or'mines; (3) a large number 

of', the migrants hl3.d no skill or expertise other than in 

farmin~,;' and consequently (4) they sought wage employment 

only as, ."lcabourers in the mines or as farm hands. 
J . 't. :". .' . . 

Second Phase: - . ' .. 
Nature of the Rural Urban Migrati on in 

'~ : 

Ghana • . -' " 

,The development of the mini.ng, forest ,and cash, crop 

(cocoa, oil-palm, coffee, rubber)indu,stries i1il Ghana 

,. :ha's'been responsi bleforfundamental chap.ge~s in the, ' 

,country's popu~ation distributi9n since their inception., 

:' ~s~~ntiailY, h~wever,' Ghana isstiil predo~in~ntly a~ 
agricultural country, and',any enquiry into inlgrat'iori 

-,,: ,::,¥~ 

",.should be viewed against a 7backdrop; of sma11<peasa,nt 

ifarrners cy.ltivating staple food for their ovxnconsumption, 
: . . .. ,:. "" ~.: . . ", '. . , " . ,-' .. . ". . " . : 

t qgetherwith the exchange of surpluses and the saie of 
.; .' . • ~ t • ~ 

cash c.rops. Large.scale mechani zed' or i'nd.ustrial'farming 

(ign:ori:ng the. few state farms as ex~'ePtr6ris) is vir'tually 

~~~,Elp.t,--in Ghana; almost all expo~t' agric~ltul:'al crops 

~l:'~:.!:p'~oduced on. small peasant farms.' Itis estiIIiated 

th~'{ about 97 'percent of labo~riri 'agriculture 'is 

ei ther seif-employed or family. 

The history of developing economies shows that 

rural -urban migration accompanies socio-economic progress; 

,. 
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that is,., in the process of industriali.zati,on migr~ti oIl; 

takes piacs' between'agricul tural and indu!;3trial sec"t;qrs 

as well as between rural and urban areas., A number of 

ob'serva ti onshave been made about changes ip. world 

population in relationship to rural and urban 

coupational structures and employment trends. For 

instance, it has been discovered that the rate of 

reproduction is generally higher ilL l~ural than in urban 

areaso It has been estimated that over seventy-per cent 

of the .. world's population lives in rural areas whilst 

aboutsev:enty . of the world's labol.:lr forc.e is engaged in 

agriculture 0 It, has been further found that, during the 

initial stages of industriali!?;ation rural popUlation 

movements account forthe'expansion of urban centres. 

The Ghanaian experience has not been different; 

it has ,been indication of a mounting outflow of' 

labour from the rural areas to the towns~'The 1960 
, ~e:ns.~s Jtep'<?,:r:~~~~dicates that 5803 per cent of the 

employed females" and"'63;7"pe"r cent of -the employed 

males were engaged in agricultureo The corresponding 

figures in 1970 are 54.,52 per cent females and 59.08 
percent males.. This clearly shows that agriculture 

has been losing numbers to non·~agricul tural activi ties. 

As can be seen from Table 4 y a consistent feature 

of the distribution of population lies in the disparities 

in regional rates of growth", The big towns like Kumasi 

(Ashanti) p Tamale (Northern), Sekondi - Takoradi (Western)", 

Sunyani (Brong Ahafo)p etc" have been abso~bing greater 

part. o,fthe increase which is to great extent due to 

migration <from the rura;"fLreas" The population increase 

of the capital, Accra~ is entirely attributable of 'Greater 

Accra (which includes the harbol) .. r township of Tema) 

increased by 72,,59 per cent; this is about threefold 

the increase in the country's total population. 



TABLE 4 AHEA; JTOTAILPOPULAT:ION, POPULATION' DENSITY AND RATE OF 
P~OPULATI ON GROW':CH, 19,.1?_ - 1970: (in t~housands); 

Region 1948, 1960 1970 196~70 % Increase 

T otal -Pbpul~ti on 4!,160 6,727 8,546 27.04 

Western 378 626 768 22.70' 

Central ' 483 791 893 18.79 

Greater Accra 222 492 849 72.59 

Eastern 667 lp094 1:1 26 3 15.42-

Volta 496 777 947 21~84 

11 shari ti ',' r: 
579 1,,109 1,477 33.20 

Brong Ahilfo 247 ,588 763 29.72 

North'era 381 532 729 37.06 

Upper 658 757 857 13.20 

3'e Includes 6,770 non-Africarls and 332 persons "not accounted for" 
, , 

who are not shown 'by Hegi on. 

Sourc_e: RepubliQ,of Ghana Statistical Handbook, 1969 • 

.... ,-

... ,-; 
; ,,:. 

'.) .~ 
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In the Ghanaian situation it must be mentioned 
that the ~ize andgrowthof :'urban' centres depends 

-upontheoffl.:cial:defirtl. tion ofthec oneep-to:f t 1;;fTban' 
area. The 1960 Population Census defines 'urban' areas 
with 5000 or-mOre peoplso By this defini tion 61 
localities acquired an urban status. From~the official 
p oint of vi ew the basic significanc e of the defini ti on 
was to th'eoretically separate areas where the labour 
force was predominantly agricultural from that of 
non~agricultural. In the process of urbanization of 
the population and by the sametnken the labour force, 
w'e observe a factor which is of immediate relevance to 0 

our analysis and which has greatly contributed to the ' 
urbanization process, _ namely migration.. In this section, 
we will attempt to focus attention on the conditioning 
factors of the specific Ghanaian migration 1 process. 

·In response to the observed eve~increasing flow 
of rural migrants into urban areas and the inability 
of the urban sector of a less developed economy to. 
provl.d~ sufficient jobs for the majority of the migrant 
workers, many economists have turned their attention to 
the- complex issues involved. As first attempt various 
migration behavioural models have been constructed to 
explain the poor matching between the rural supply of 
and urban demand for labour. These explanatory models 
range from the simple wage differential constructs of 

Jorgenson (22), Lewis (24) and Ranis-Fei (28) to the 
expectation models of Harris-Todaro (14) and Todaro (30). 
The latter models emphasize th~ importance of both the 
income ratio and the migrantWs subjective estimation 
of the probability of his securing urban employment. 
Basically, these models stress the economic determinants 
of rural-urban migration. There are authors such as 
J. Clarke who has drawn attention to the religious 
and political aspections of the rural-urban migration· 
flows (8) 0 In 1965 E.J. Berg put forth the interesting 
propositi'.n that colonial labour migration as analyzed 
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· ·ab:ovewill disappear as the ,specific s~t of economic 

ci,rcumstan6 es that have' given ri se to it gradually 

c~anges(4,p.175). 

Serious attempts have been made in recent years 

by analysts to fin~. explana.tionfor th~ rural-urban 

· mi gra ti on 'in Ghana (3,7,23) •• Caldwe'll made. ~ detail.ed . 
study of the characteristi~s and.causes·of .rural~urban 

migration (7) while Knight's, effort was ,directeq. ',to an 

empiricalanalys,i s of the inc ome di ffer~ntials ip. ~ an 

attempt to verify or to, falsify the income ,differentials 
- . -- " .-

hypothesis. ,From all these studies the evidence seems 
t.o lend support to 'theec ~nomic 'interpretation' ~f" , 

, ' . .' ~ . ' '.' 

~igration'. qn, ~he other hand, attention, has been' 

drawn to sociolog~cal and demographic 'aspects of 
, migration. 

, 
It must be noted at this Junctu~e that the . 

impor'tance and prevalence ~{an;/or~ore~f,the lone 

explanatory factors for rural-~.rban migration wi,ll 
.. depend, to certain exte~t, on the s.ource and .,direction 
.. ,of the migration stream. . In gene'ral, howev~~,'i t ,:, 
• . • I , : >,. -

· can be postulated that the differences in,eQpnomi,c 
;' ". oppor~uni ties have been the crucial ,cause ,of rural:-urban 

· migration., The .pertiment questiop. to be posed a~d. 

an~wered is: V\lhat factors' are responsi ble ·for the. 

· ec.onomicconditions which encourage rUP8:.1~urb~n 

· migration in' Ghana,? 

First,· incom'e differ,entials' or better' economic 

opportunities exis't in towns ,which offer: strong incentive 

for,migration. 



'This, is simple economi9s.' Wi th, reference to allocation 

o,f 'scarc'~ t-esourcesJ;' ec'On9Inl.c, analy~j.s g~,n~:rall; proc eed 

on theas:sumption that labour is qui-t!~ _,rn~,b,j\e"within 
... '_. ~ ". !:, J ?.,,1 . .: ..-

a country but somewhat immobile between ~ountri~s.' 
L,6gic'ally" theret:ore, ;:tnt ernalIDigra'tion of" labour 
-i~,ra ;~p'r~ce_~sServingtoadju'st the' 'production fac-t,or 
;. . t· . 

, ( ia,b,ou:r), spatially to~ ec onomic activities.: _'ThUS" 

mfg;ra tion, perfOrins 'theimportant,func tiOrl of adjusting 

the _human factor of production optimally through the 

system()fdiff~'rential economic opporturiit;i.e$. The 

p~~formarJ.ce of this functionppesuppo'ses the existence 
. '~ .' .' . . . . 

6 f human~esponse to spe'ci ficstiIilu-li in the con-omic 

syst~ni, and also th~ exactness an:d adequacy:: of th~ 
respo~s~~ Thecru:i of the argument is the, ava;ilabili ty 

of economic oppo~tunities and~thequantity'and-quality 
of the available information about such. opportunities. 

Th,e a.vaf~~bleevidence points t,othe conclusion 

that the majority of Ghanaians see rural-urban 

migration in Gha'riaas a response to the ,higher" incomes 

,! and better facili ti es in towns( 23,p. 224) • People 

di'sc'over the ,differences in:>earmng opportunities existing 

betw.~en the rural and urban' a~eas. As-notedbyKnight: 
. ,. .~." 

.J.. .• ' 

nEe onomicopportuni tY,fn, betterdevelope~;areas 
'mayoffer'an incentive for,niigr{itiori~ but this 
is ol1.1y .• likely-to,be,followed if condi ti6ns are 
unsatisfactory-,in~other areas so tha'tpeople 

;,--f!,om the~ will wish ,to takeup;theoppbrtum ties 
. for employmenttb them elsewhere" (27, p .154) • 

; . '. . . -

, , 

This brings ustocotlier:,circumstap.c es;which equally 
. 1'; . .' ~- ;" .,. . 

'trigger off'r:urai.i,.ti~ban migra t:Cort, .• 'na~elypsY'Chological, 
.... soci:ologica,' Politi:cal'a~d'educati'o.n~:L .• ;"Ttmust be 

menti oned that ec ol~.omic ac ti vi ti es do respond to 

population movements steming from sociological, psychological 

and political circumstances. 
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The crL.tica;laspec't .of.,migrati.onin .. :the Ghanaian 

.: ':;situation«asirl'all developing co.l.lntries) is. ~hat' 

. migra ti,onhastel'lded not to ·allevia te bu:t to agg,rava.te 

the 'balanc:ing' of economic and: demographic structures. 

. - " '. 

On attainm~~t of political independence, National 

Governments of Africa made it their declared task 

toeleiminate all or ,correct some of the inhibitive 
." .".. ".; ;,' - ; '" . . - : ~ .. ':,J ", .. 

constraints of the colonial heritage. In this attempt 

they usually e~barked upon extensiveinfrastructura1 

and .<i¢.Y:~+.9Pn.Um~13.:t, ell,r,o tt~q t s '. ,~h~,9.,~<'.,&!.~.a,..~:~y,_f~yp~r}!~D~.rb~1'l.. ;, 
areas which were teeming ~ith politically conscious and 

organized·population. The rea.son was thed'esir~ toapeace " 

thepoli tically agitative masses in the towns·as:a;<y~'tlal:):c." 

condition of political survival for the power structures. 

The consequence is the creation and intensification of 

dualfstic 'soci ~~bonomicstrUc tureswhich virtually,.' ',' 

'pull' the' aspiring andactive youth into the urban 

centres. The Ghanaian experience indicates a heavy 

cQ~centration of amenities and social services (like . ..~".:.) .: . .' . , . , 

wa te,~ and ,elec triai ty supply, hospi ~?-ls and q linic s, 
", ' :, . ..; . . . ", .. !:, 

edl.+G;3. ti onal faci1i ties '. of all kinds, telephones and . ,'" : ,'" : . -' 

transpo.rt facilities) in the urban areas. 

This explanation for' the rura1-urb~ih' IDi g:d~.ti on 

relates to education. The educational sy~stem of Ghana 

has growntrem~ndbusly 'in the' pastqua.rter of a century. 

Education has eX:panded into every crook' and rio ok in 

'the c buntrY. However,' the eciuhlittional o·u.tput· has 

g~n:era.lly out gtEWhj ob opport'unitt e'~{ offered ~y'the 
econoIIiy!~"Ffrst the tla:ture'of '6ducati'onItself ha~3not. 
responded to the rapidly changing eco:ndtrii'csi'tuati'on. 

"".". 

.,,;; 
'. ,..: ~ 

' . 
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This has created an undesirable situation of discrepancy 

between expectations and' actual opportuni t~,~s, ,,' C 

particularl~ wi th regard to ,the youth in, the rural areas. 
. . -.. .'\ :. .. -,. . ' .. 

Second, the policy of rural dev\310pment purslled by past 

governments has not been realistic, and consequently 

'the ~oderri se'ctor in the country- side has ~ot expanded 

to prov,id;e econom~c opportuni ties for the youth there. 
. • .: !,.~ ': ~ ~. . ~ ": 1 '.; . .. . . .. • • 

Thu,s, in' essenc e, posl:)essi on, of educa ti on enc ou+ages 

,.m;igr,ation to towns. Indeed, Table 5 shows unemployment 

arnongthe" Y0lJ.gh is 'rampanto 

'- '"'. 

TABLE 5: UNEMPLOYMENT BY AGE GROUPS, 1960 IN PERCENTAGE 
J. 

Age Group ,. . ,; 1.5 - 19 20 - 24 25 44 45 - ;'All Ages 
~ , 

Unem:ployme~t': 34 15 7 7 12 

. Sotire e: ':1.1960 P6pula tiorr Census bf Ghana.' Special Report A. 

Statistics of Towns, 1964 'Table 5. 
" ,. ; " ' '; . ... • ~ " 1 

. On the oth\3X ,hand, .' tll.e, ,\3ducation system prepares 

, " the youth not only f9-;r' ur,bE,l,nemployment but also· 

;~nableshim t9, break a,way from the traditional, methods 

of sociaJ-.: c:ontroll. The ,prevalent land tentlre~ystem 

and the structure of authority in the extended family 

are di sinceiitive's 'to produc ti vi ty inc rease-both the 

'produbti6n and disposal of the' youth's output are 
,.V'f.,'.:" .. C oveteously, controlled by • the' :elders. Thus, the 

, 'education systemenables~him to migrat~ from his home 

t own' in' 'ordEn:' to increase the return to hi s own labour 

,; ahd his personal independenceoAs Beals et ale 

cb serv'ed,people i 

" with,'some edu~ati~n are apt t~become 
dissatisfied and move to cities without 
regard to job opportunities."(3,p.482). 



.. " ". 
. i: :'.:"::.':;' 

" .;' p'inl;l.ll,,y,: menti on must be made of the' effect of 

the' s,U:cc e~~~t'ory 'of town lif~~ The; edllcatiorialsystem 
~ . ' .. ,.. . 

and .. t,he mas,~ me,dia inculcate specifibGOnsumption·. 

behaviour of the rur~l youth •. Also fonnerfe:llow youths 

return to ,the ruralplac e with c"onsumpti on' behaviO\lr 

which excite ellV1-" admiration 'and . emulatioh. This 

certainly exert a 'pull' on the rural population. ~The 

migration process is hereby made easy through such social 

·links as'fami-1y relation, clan and ethnic links. Such 

socl:al'liDks,provideeffective and useful channells of . . . . 

information and assistance in securing job and accommodation. 

As Cald.welL observed, migrants nonnallyrelY on the .. 

hospitality and'help of relative and former fellow.villageers. 
~ I ,'1' • ~ _ 

In the Ghanaian si tuation Caldwell talks of the existence 

of 'chain migration'. (7)0' 

6. ..§uminar.y and Concluding Remarks 

One thing C?f importance that has evolved out of '. 

the analysi's is' that there is a degree of in~erdepeJildEmce 

between'the patterrt of labour migrationinG:hanafrom 

the days of 'colonial penetration and regional characteristics 

in' economic terms; Besides, public economic pt'lici~s. 

have decisively influenced thesocio-eco~omic'structures 

of the country'and these have, inturn,affeoted the 
. ". '~L 

process and pattern of labour migration., Theqtiestion 
~ . .:.. . 

that forces itself, to the front at this po;intis: Can 

the mi.gration process in .a,less developed coUntry 'like 

,Ghana be effectively influence'd bYII).easu.res in ordeir'; 

to reduce the poor matching between theecitlca ti-ona'l 
" ." 

output and migration on one hand.and the conomic 
. . . .. . 

opportuni ti es e'xi sting in 'the c Qnomy 'as a whole? The 
. .•.•. '.. . .j .' 

,'succ ~ssof suChpolicie,s will be';::~$'e;n:the reduction of 

". discrepanci es between social and' pri.vate costs associated 

withurbanizationo 



-21-

Obviously, within a country which practises 'freedom 
: . .' 

a.p:d justice' the pattl?In and process of labour migration 
cannot be controlled. simply by administra,tivedecre'es •• ', 

Admittedly, ,such a policy. i s feasible with regard to 
., ,. . . 

international migration. Indeed, the Ghanaian 
'r: . -

government"under Prof .K.Av Busiadi4apply this meaf::lUr1e 

toqontrol 'immigration into Ghana~ 
:"i:, 

'thrOl.lghthe 'Aliens C<?mp1iance Act of 1969'. 

The repercussions of the Act have been well treated 

by N. O~ 'AddO (2), and the interested reader may find', 

some useful" information in the article. We are intereS,ted 

in internal migration; and for that matter in the 

detrimental effects of rapid spatial agglomeratiotL of 

population. The main serious effects are to<.be seen in 

the severe overburdening of the social infr~structure and 

waste in the primemover of socio-economic progress, 

namely labour. IronicallYl.t.he P:r'9C,E;:!~;s~.~9:,::I?~t~_~·.!:.~,,_.:.;..:::. 
labour migration in Ghana has led to the perverse 

and paradoxic a:).. situation whereby the government has 

t endedt,odirec t a di sproporti onate flow of pul;>lic funds 

. into' the areas, of urbanization and pO.f1,u:),.atior agglomeration. ..... ,.,' ," . 

This.h~.s also ,reinforced the undesira~le process" and 

.pattern of labour migration in the country. 

The issues involved in this problem complex are 

more than mere 'populati en policy as emuncia ted by 

J .cr~ Caldwell. who has had a great influence on the 
. . ~ • I 

.thinking of Ghanaian demographers in particular. 

Writirl'g aboutp'opulationpolicies of Commonwealth African 

c ountri e's · say s : 

," '".f • 

" ••••• ' the oldest type ef populati onpo'licy 
has b,een that relating, to the regul/3.tion 
of migration.' Such regulation has had to. 
be considered mere in recent years, because 
many of. what are now int,erna tiona1 borders 
were little more than iriternal boundaries in 
the extensive British and'French'Empires. 
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. Fu~ther~more, independent governments are 
ml,tch mo+,e. likely to feel a prior . 
responsibility for securing employment'for 
their nationals than is a colonial 
government" ( 6, po 370)e 

What' is urgently needed is' a national ue,v(jlopmemt 
strategy 'which seriously attempts a developmerit of the' 
country as a" whole and not just development 'of uru.ntegra ted 
areas. 'This will 'be a first to effectively channelling 

.-- -

migration streams into 'socially 'desirable regions and' 
production process in order to efficient allocation and 
utilization,of the contry's most ,abundant production 
,fac tors. The, social and poli tic o~ec onomic losses are very 

. . ~ . , 

great· indeed. As Richa~d Jolley notest 
, ~. 

, , 

-, 

I; In most poor countries, •. 0.' the-: 
'human resources are by> no means fully 
used., C OIlli'ili tted 'to large development 
pr6graIIlli1es~ pressed 'on every hand bya 
mul ti t.ude ,of urgent tasks, ,all',of which 
reqw",,;re people tOys-rry them out, one 
might expect toffrid a hard pressed 
labou'r,·forc e, working long "hours and 
strained to'limit. The situation in 
reality 'is one of,a~lmost total contrast. 
Major sections of the adult population 
are underemployed, ,working short hours 
or at half-pac>efor mw~h of the years. 
Large numbers,'especially in the urban 
areas, are openly unemployed, living 
off relatives or petty theft while seeking 
a wage-earning job which never 
materializeso Thc~GaLds leave school 
every year ~ in some countries literally 
millions - only to spend the following 
months or years looking for' job"(2l,p.203). 

A crucial procondition for the success of a strategy 
of channelling mi gra ti'(\:t' .. :. s a 910B.:!' l~nO\~l2:edge about the 
migration flows, skill -mix and age-sex ratios. For 

instance, for socio-ecomomic infrastructural purposes it is 
very important to know whether individuals or individuals 
and their families migrate. 
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A very important instrument to facilitate a necessary 

, redistributionahd channelling of- migration flows is a 

o.o-ordinated,:' ge;'gra~~i6al allocati,on of public investments 

as an'integratedstrateg¥ of rural and regional 

deve10pement. The' govei-'nment of a less developed country 

can i1l-:",afford "to rely on the pri,ce mechanism ~nd its 

indicators alone t,o channell labour into soci~lly 

,desirable. pegions and production processes. The deficiencies 

of labour markets, as regulatory mecharqsms are,to pe seen 

in the heavy social burdE?n arising. from. ,population 

a gglomerati on. 

The need is the reorientation of ipoli6ies with 

. respect to rriigrationon national scale.'- Ad hoc· measures 

or appeals of 'return to the 1and'wi11 fail not only 

to, conta~n the social costs of migration but also it will 

fail to~" effect a'more effecient utilization of migrant 
" 

. manpower. A 

" must form an 

devel.Opment. 

, , 

migration policy in ~ ts proper dimension 

integral part of a gene:ra1 strategy for 
, .. : " 

In the words of·Guenter Schiller: 

n Reduced to its proper dimensions, a 
migration policy can produce beneficial 
results by: 

contributing to a more economical use 
of certain forms of labour; 

- 'facilita ting the adjustment of the 
labour, market .t,ostruc tura1 economic 
changes" (33 3 P. 355) .. 

. One may only add that active' ,structural economic 

transformations could also be initiated to take advantage 
,'. of the adjustments' taking place in the labour markets. 

'\ 
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