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IIA man must always live by his work, and his wages nlust at least be 
sufficient to maintain him. They must even upon most occasions be 
somewhat more; otherwise it would be impossible for him to brin~ up 
a family, and the race of such workmen could not last beyond the .' 
first'generation. 1I 

Adam Smi th, .An Ingui ry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of 
Nations (Book I), Chapter VIII, 1776. 

This paper attempts to identify the basic conditions of wage-labour supply and 
subsi s tence of 'a~ri cultura 1 workers in contemporary Rhodes i a in the context of the 
prevailing processes of accumulation found in agrarian production. Part of this ob­
jective is to su~tain the argument that 'primitive accumulation' still remains an 
essential form of the overall pattern of accumulation on the plantation. At the out­
set,'then, lt will be useful to review certain theoretical perspectives on the 
historico-$pecific process of primi~ive accumulation. 

1. THEORETICAL DIGRESSION: 'PRIMITIVE ACCUMULATION' IN ECONOMIC THOUGHT AND THE 
ANALYSIS Of SOUTHERN AfRICA. 

The theoretical roots of the notion of primitive accumulation as used here 
really derive from the ideas of Classical political economy. In particular the notion 
flo~s from Adam Smith's extremely brief characterisation of the phase of 'previous 
accumulation' which must precede a' situation in which the labourer's subsistence 
derives solely from a division of 'the stock which men commonly reserve for their 
own i~mediate consumption'.(l) For Smith, the 'previous accumUlation' of stock was 
both previous to the division of labour itself ('labour can be more and more sub­
divided in proportion only as stock is previously more and more accumulated') and 
to the natural 'carrying on (of) great improvement in the productive powers of labour!, 
Ricardian political economy left these notions largely unaltered and undeveloped. 
Thus, in the Classical tradition~ there exists little by way of theoretical ex­
planation of the transition from the social state of dependence on 'previousac­
cumulation'. to that process of accumulation founded upon a pre-existent capital stock 
which itself becomes the fons et origo of the 'revenue' for its own self-expansion. 

A fuller explanation, h~wever, was developed in Marx's more expli~it notion 
of 'Jllrimary accumulation' by which was meant 'an accumUlation which (was) not th~ 
outcome of the capitalist method of prodU(~tion, but the starting point thereof'.l2) 
It was seen a.s a prel/Jde to capitalist accumulation proper, viz 'nothing other than 
the hi~tQri~al process whereby the worker is, divorced from themeans of production'. 
As such, at least in the abstract, Marx saw this as a phase 'traversed immediately 
before the history of capitalismoegins '. This perspective stresses an orQanic 
conception of capitalist development, the economic structure of the lafter "issuing out' 
of the economic structure of feudal society. 'Creation' followed from 'dissolution', 
as it were. 

Most scholars appear to have adopted this emphasiS (on the divorce of the 
producer from'the means of production) as th~)defin;tive component of primiti,ve 

D accumUlation, despite some minor variation. l Giovanni Arrighi, for instance, has 
useq the concept to provide a convincing pmoiricaJ refutation of William Barber's 
dualistic analysis of capitalist develop\11ent in Rnodesia. (4) However, Arrighi's work 
has not embodied a sufficient. critique of the theory of dualism (based on C.ewis' 
model) as used in tile Rhodesfaii case. (5L The central weakness of Barber's analysis 
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derives from: t.he reliante, placed in it on Lewis' explanation of accumulation; 
(viz, that capital expands sole'ly from the process of re-investment of a given stock, 
tne-effect of which is to necessarily further the labour absorption process). 

Paradoxically though, Barber-explicitly admits in his text that in the 
Rhodesian case labour is acquired below the cost of its own reproduction, a situation 
that cannot be said to come about merely as a result of 'market forces'.\6) What 
Arrighi has largely successfully attempted to show is that political mechanisms have 
been crucial in the nabour transfer' process. However, at the same time, Arrighi 
admits that 'the historical relevance of the Lewis model to the Rhodesian experience 
is limited to a period of roughly 20 years, i.e. from the mid-1920's,to the mid-
1940's'. (7) But this can be regarded as inadmissible if Lewis' model of accumulation 
is fundamentally inapplicable. Indeed, it would imply that the process of primitive 
accumulation did not apply during these years. Arrighi does not provide evidence to 
support such a view. Indeed, on the contrary, Arrighi's formidable evidence,together 
with recent work, illustrates the basic thesis that politico-economic mechanisms 
remained essential to the process of labour mobilisation after the 1940's. (8) 

Arrighi's notion about the 'limited applicability' of the Lewis model ,can 
thus in part be explained by the acceptance of an unr;'gorous concept of 'primary " 
accumulation' based on the orthodox Marxian view. For Arrighi, the notion was defined 
as 'a process in which nonmarket mechanisms predominate and through which the gap 
between productivity in the capitalist sector and productivity in the 
noncapitalist'sector is widened.;. the process (being) completed, when the gap 'is , 
so wide that producers in the latter sector are prepared to sell their labo'ur-time 
"spontaneously" at whatever wage rate is consistent wit.h steady accumulation in the 
capitalist sector'. (9) Once such a situation was reached, the Lewis. postulate of the 
predominance of market mechanisms in the process of labour re-allocation from the 
non-capitalist to the capitalist sector 'becomes realistic~ though political 
mechanisms may continue to playa subsidiary role'. (10) , 

These theoreti ca 1 perspecti ves may be seri ous ly ques ti oned on a number of 
counts. Firstly, there is 'no theoretical clarity in the dichotomy drawn between 
'market' and I nonmarket' mechani sms found in the '1 abour transfer'. Secondly, there 
is no means to assess the 'dominance' or otherwise of either set of these mechanisms. 
Thirdly, manifestations ofdiffereritial sectoral productivity presuppose nothing 
about a processive theory of accum,ulation and the historico-specific sources of the 
capital stock. Fourthly, no statement is made as to the cost of reproduction of 
labour in relation to that wage rate which is'consistent with steady accumulation 
in the capitalist sector" and without a specification of which it is impossible , 
to ascertain whether labour is acquired at cost. At the very least in the Lewis model, 
and in Arrighi's interpretation of the historically-situated ~onditions in which 
it becomes 'relevant', labour implicitly exchanges at its subsistence cost and 
hence its reproduction is ensured by an 'exchange of equivalents', viz one form of 
subs.istence directly for a,nother. It';s upon the 'veracity of this proposition that, 
the issue depends.' ' 

At least one of the above criticisms' of Arrighi's formulation of primary 
accumulation is found in Luxemburg's comment in which it )5 noted that 'th.ere can be 
no repro'duction unless certain prerequisites such as tools, raw ma(terials and labour 
have been established during the preceding period of producti.on i

• ,11) Luxemburg's 
more general thesis was that Marx's formal diagram of "enlarged reproduction' 'could 
not be used to explain 'the actual a'nd historical process of accumulation' bec~use 
of its very pr2~ises, especially the assumption of an exclusive capitalist mode of 
production. \1 ) Thus, abstracted 'simple reproduction' and 'enlarged,reproduction' 
schemes did not allow fora simu,ltaneous process of primitive accumulation. Con­
sequently,far, from 'primitive accumulation processes a la,Marx, being 'tncidental, 
illustra~i~g merely 'th~ genesis .ofcapital! .. it~ first appearance ~n the world; (tlhe)y 
are, as ltwere, travalls by WhlCh the capltallst mode of productlon emerges', 3 
In partic'ular, this point applies to the historicalperiodisation a'nd the specific 
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form of the accumulation process, on the one hand in its historical and orgariic 
origins and, on the other, in its contemporary manifestations on a world scale in 
wbich capitalist development proceeds initially in certain States as a consequence 
of' both implantation and primitive accumulation. . 

To a large extent, the theory of accumulation underlying Sami", Amin's 
Accumulation on a World Scale derives from Luxemburg's view of primitive accumulation: 
'Parallel with the mechanism of accumulation characteristic of the capitalist mode 
of production, namely expanded reproduction, a mechanism of primitive accumulation 
continues to operate'. (14) Thus, as it is possible to conceptua1ise co-existent 
modes in a particular economic system, so it is possible to envisage co-existent 
processes of accumulation. The analytical problem then is to identify the overall 
5rocess of accumulation in the context of an understanding of the relationships 
etween its various constituent parts. (15) a is therefore not necessary to deny 

one form of accumulation in order to assert the existence of another. (10) It is 
necessary, however, in the case of any specific economic system, to provide empirical 
evidence of the form(s) asserted. Here the concept of primitive accumulation must 
be underst00d in a technical sense even though at the same time it has socioeconomic 
implications. Its non-existence or otherwise thus becomes a matter of ascertaining 
whether or not these specified technical conditions pertain. Part of the problem here 
is that, as has been mentioned, no readily agreed conception of those technical 
conditions exists in the available literature although it is possible to trace SOme 
consistent threads from Amin through Luxemburg to Marx and Ricardo and Smith. 

In the analysis of Rhodesia and South Africa, however, few consistent threads 
are found. One school suggests at least the partial relevance of primitive accumulation 
in the recent past whilst neoclassical economists together with those applying a 
modified Lewfs model of accumulation assert the pre-existence of the capitalist stock 
at the same time as depicting the 'labour transfer' as a process involving the 
'exchange of equivalents'. A re-examination of past analysis as well as theoretical 
elaboration on the process of accumulation would seem to be needed.{ll) 

Without trying to fully elaborate on a theory of primitiv,e accumulation 
applicable to Southern Africa, it may be worth setting out a the6retical context 
within which to evaluate some evidence concerning agricultural wages and subsistence 
in Rhodesia. This amounts to attempting a technical definition of the form of primitive 
accumulation. In this regard, the foll-owing points appear necessary: firstly, labour, . 
must exchange at a wage below its cost of reproduction; and, secondly, socioeconomic 
means for meeting the labourer's costs of subsistence and reproduction which are not 
provided from wage-labour must exist and be directed towards this purpose. In the 
former instance, empirical evidence would be' concerned with worker-household wage 
relationships to (some measured) necessary minimum costs of subsistence for the 
purposes of reproducing continuous labour supply. In the latter instance, a broader 

.dimension of the relationship between wage-income and necessary sUbsistence-income 
rderived by workers frQm sources o~tside wage-relations is involved. 

It is not argued here that these two conditions represent the sole expression 
Of the process of primitive accumulation but "rather that they are essentja1 in the 
case of a labour-reserve economy-type.(18) Thus 'extra-economic' relations of 
dependence, about which much is usually said and which are nonetheless important, 
are not extensively.de~lt with here.(19) 

II. SOME EVIDENCE OF PRIMITIVE ACCUMULATION 

Before examining some evidence on the i.ssue of. accumu1ation,it will be useful 
to briefly consider a few salient trends in postwar agrarian production and to 

Dsituate the context within which the data are to be interpreted. 
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A. SCALE AND STRUCTURE OF PLANTATION PRODUCTION IN POSTWAR RHODESIA 

Here the prime concern is the 'European farming sector' - otherwise referred 
to as 'plantation sector', because of its distinguishing characteristics regard;ng~ 
land size and division of labour in relation to other forms of agrarian production,'·' 
notably the African Purchase Lands and Tribal Trust Lands. 

LAND, FARM SIZE AND UTILIZATION 

Under the Land Tenure Act (1969) approximately 38,7 million acres are reserved 
as 'European land', this being 40,1 per cent of all land in Rhodesia. The vast bulk 
of this area is farm land. The land distribution pattern is highly unequal in re­
lation to the population dependent on the respective land areas. This fact has had 
a major bearing on the accumulation of capital and hence distribution of income in 
Rhodesia. 

In 1914 there were 2042 white-owned farms, the number rising to 3640 in 1944.(2 
By 1965 the figure had risen to 6266 and in 1969 the farm count totalled 8716 
(though a number of these farms have not been worked or developed). Some farmers 
own more than one farm and some units are jointly and severally owned. 

Data show that the average size of farms has remained relatively constant 
from 1951-65. In 1951 there were 1047 farms (19,5 percent) smaller than 1000 acres 
and 21,5 per cent which were in excess of 5000 acres. The respective portions 
in 1965 were 23,5 per cent and 21,6 per cent. However, the size of the average 
holding has increased slightly from 5433 acres to 5476 acres. Itis reliably be-
lieved, hmvever, that fewer owners now control these holdings. 

From 1946-65 the acreage covered by these farms rose from 22,5 million to 
33,7 million, a 49,7 per cent rise. Acreage under crops rose from 552,000 acres 
(2,45 per cent of the total acreage in 1946) to 1 107 000 acres in 1965 (3,28 per 
cent of total acreage). Increased tracts of land have also been used for cattle· 
ranching and grazing, as well as for other livestock. Allowance for this as well 
as an incidence of usable land would still permit the conclusion that a large 
unused land surplus exists in the plantation sector. 

LANDOWNERS 

In 1914, the first year for which such statistics are available~ there were 
3475 white persons involved in one capacity or another as farmers (2640 m~n and 
835 women). By the end of the British South Africa Company administration in 1923 
the number had increased to 4305 (3245 men and 1120 women). By 1965 7851 white . 
persons were engaged in farming as owners or occupiers (5477 men and 2374 women). 
At this stage 72 per cent of farms were under the control of owner-occupiers, 
16 per cent under lessees and the balance were 'managed' farms. A number of 
'absentee landlords' also existed. More recent data on the composition of the rural 
landowning class are not available. 

INPUT/OUTPUT RELATIONSHIPS 

The gross value of agricultural output of plantatiQn producers has grown 
enormously since 1920 when it was valued at $2 million.( 21 ) In 1955 it was valued 
at $77 million and in 1973 at $257,2 million. Much of the growth in output value 
has thus been a phenomenon of postwar years. 

~n 1~49-50 the value of ~rop outpu~ was 84,5 per cent of total output value. 
At thlS tlme cattle slaughterlng and dawy produce only accounted for 11 per cent 
of value produced. By 1973 the respective portions were 59,9 per cent and 
(approximately) 30 per cent. Also by 1973 the output of the forestry sector had 
grown to just under 2 per cent of Gross Agricultural Product and a processing 
industry (within the agricultural industry) accounted for a similar amount. These 
developments have had some effect on the pattern of demand for farm labour and have 
affected the status of employers and type of production with which workers have 
been associated. _ 5 _ 

~ ... : . 
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The total input cost of labour into production has fallen as a portion of 
total input costs with shar~ reductions being experienced in the post-196~ 
period. Taking African labour inputs separately, the respective input portions 
for 1965 and 1973 are 34,3 per cent and 27,3 percent. (22)Production has thus 
become more capital-intensive - a fact reflected in the greater volume/value of 
inputs like fertilizer, fuel, transport and electricity - and it has depended 
relatively less and less on unskilled African labour. Thus 'purchased inputs' 
have grown from 35,6 per cent of total inputs in 1950 to 58 per cent in 1965. 
In mqny ways, then, the integration of producer relations with suppliers in 
commerce, industry and abroad have assumed greater quantitative importance than 
the measured wage-labour relation with African labour. This is not to suggest, 
however, that the latter has become any less essential to production. 

STRUCTURAL CHANGE AND DIVISION OF LABOUR IN AGRARIAN PRODUCTION 

Whilst remaining the most important employer in the economy and the biggest 
earner of foreign exchange, plantation agriculture has lost ground to other sectors 
as a conttibutor to Gross Domestic Product. In 1959 the industry contributed 
14 per cent of the total G.D.P. while in 1973 its share was 10,1 per cent. Real 
G.D.P. grew substantially in this period. Mining, too, lost ground in this period, 

. the central dynamic in the economy being represented by the expanding industrial 
sector. What must not be forgotten however, is that a growing element of plantation_ 
production has also become 'industrialized' in the last two decades. 

In relation to plantation production, 'African agriculture' has become less 
important. However, the wage-labour sector of the latter part of the agrarian 
system is growing in significance. 

Another important indicator of structural change is the changing.division of 
labour on farms. One· indicator is the growing number of tractors used on farms. 
In 1947 there were 1155 while in 1965 there were 14 585. This has created new 
labour. demands for tractor drivers, operators of eqUipment used with tractors 
and for mechanics and technical personnel on farms or in allied agricultural 
services. . 

It is against this changing production structure that the conditions of labour 
and sUbsistence of farm workers must be assessed. 

B. TRENDS IN AND STRUCTURE OF WAGES, EARNINGS AND INCOMES DERIVED FROM PLANTATION 
EMPLOYMENT 

It is instructive to examine the historical development of farm wages from 
the 1890's to the present day, firstly, for the period up to 1948' and, secondly, 
for the post-war period to 1974. Because of the complications invol,ved in data 
collection, constructing suitable wage-deflators and the possible variations in 
treatment accorded the payment of wages in~. cash and kind between the periods, 
some care needs to be exercised in interRreting trends. 

WAGES: 1893-1948, 55 YEARS OF REAL WAGE STAGNATION AND, DECLINE 

Wage data for the period 1893-1948 are collected in Table 1. Note that the 
data are incomplete in some respects, for example in terms of the coverage by 
year and in terms of being quoted in 'ranges' and not as consistent averages 
throughout. 

The wage data should be read in conjunction with the price adjusted data 
collected in the Table in order that real cas~ wages or earnings can be estimated. 
The real wage figures should be interpreted in the light of the Notes to the 
Table, which deal with sources and the method of construction of the long-run 
index used to estimate real wages in constant prices. 

- 6 -



6 

The data indicate that the real cash wage of African farm workers in 1948 
was quite possibly below the level for 1922 and average wages for intervening 
years, including the Great Depression (1927-34). If Arrighi Is'African Import Price 
Index' could be' said 'to have been an adequate representation for·'pre-1914 price 
changes, then it would also be a logical inference that the 1912 average wage on 
the gold belt (35/4 in 1939 prices) was above the real cash wage for 1948 (as 
measured in 1939 constant prices) by a not inconsiderable margin. 

Because of intermittent depressions, and fJuctuations in prices between dif­
ferent years, however, care must be exercised in assessing the real wage data 
when making inter-year comparisons. Qualifications must also be made for the fact 
that these are cash wage not earnings data. However, it would be not unreasonable 
to assume that there existed a relatively strong degree of consistency in payments 
in kind (in terms of volume/value) throughout the period. Allowance should also be 
made for the fact that the index used for price deflation is based on indices which 
are not themselves specifically designed to reflect rural African consumer price 
changes. 

The assumption made in drawing inter-annual real wage comparisons, however, 
is that the indices used are adequate trend indicators of the situation. It may be 
noted here that because the post-1964 European and African C.P.I. exhibit a high 
degree of consistency and correlation, this assumption. is not wholly unwarranted. 
Furthermore, even economists of the Rhodesian National Fal"mers 1 Union and others 
in the Ministry of Agriculture have used the African urban C.P.I. to deflate farm 
earnings in order to obtain estimates of real farm wages.(23) 

The broad significance of the 1893-1948 data, then, remains. It is that there 
is strong evidence to suggest that real cash wages (and earnings, if the additional 
assumption regarding a constant cash/kind ratio is allowed) for farm workers in 
1922 were lower than in 1948. If they were not, then at least these wages were 
close enough to the 1948 level to justify the statement that evidence of real wage 
stagnation exists for the plantation sector since the 1920 ' s .. 

WAGES: 1948-74, A PERIOD OF STAGNATION, DECLINE AND EVENTUAL PARTIAL 
RESTORATION OF REAL WAGE LEVELS 

Post-1948 evidence on African real earnings from plantation employment is 
shown in Table 2. It is shown that, while (current price) average earnings have 
increased in real terms, the 1974 earnings level was below the 1954 level. It is 
also possible, by equating 1953 and 1954 earnings levels (the data are not directly 
comparable) to argue that the evidence supports the view that the 1974 real earnings 
level was no higher than ;n 1948. 

Taken in conjunction with the data in Table 1, it can be argued that real wages 
in 1974 were possibly no better than wages irr 1922. Here there is strong evidence 
to confirm .the \,(iew that real earnings hav~ been stagnant for the last 50 years -
except for when they havedecl ined, for instance in the 1963-74 period. Indeed, 
because some of the increase in earnings can be attributed to non-labourers employed 
in plantation agriculture, it is possible that real wages for labourers have eVen 
declined. . 

The significance of the real wage trend cannot be wholly appreciated if taken 
in abstract. The (relative) constancy of the wage needs to be considered in the 
context of (i) the situation of farm labour in the overall economic system, 
(ii) the structure of farm wages and contract forms, and (iii) wage stratification 
amongst the plantation labour force. 
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(i) RELATIVE DEPRIVATION OF FARM WORKERS IN THE ECONOMIC SYSTEM 

There are a variety of possible measures of relative deprivation. One is 
to con~ider the group concerned as against others~ e.g. the national position. 
In doing so, it shall be borne in mind that for the 1965-73 period farm 
workers and their families have constituted around 20 per cent of the total 
population. 

From 1965-73 the Gross Domestic Product grew by 108 per cent in market 
prices. During this period of steady growth (in real terms also) the earnings 
bill paid to agricultural workers fell as a per cent of G.D.P., from 
4,65 per cent to 3,05 per cent. The farm earnings bill also fell as a pro­
portion of the total (black and white) earnings bill. Further, it declined 
Significant1'f as a portion of th~ Gross Operating Profits earned i~ the economy 
as a whole, rom 12,60 per cent 1n 1965 to 7,63 per cent. Thus, wh11e other 

. workers gained relatively, profit-recipients gained even more in proportionate 
terms. The relative poverty of the African population dependent on earnings 
from f~rm employment can also be highlighted by the fact that, as a percentage 
of total Private Consumption Expenditure, the wage earnings from employment 
of farm workers dropped from 7,91 per cent to 5,14 per cent in 8 years. As a 
per cent of total personal disposable incomes in the whole economy, then, 
thjs 20-25 per cent of the population experienced a significant negative 
re-distributive shift against themselves. In 1973 mo~e than a million and a 
quarter farm workers and dependents commanded less than 5 per cent of total 
personal disposable incomes (as calculated by their wage earnings). Thus, 
for the past 10 years, basic trends have all been strongly a2ainst the economic 
interests of the average farm worker.(24) 

Relative deprivation may also be assessed on an industry level, though 
this should be understood in the aforementioned context. The African farm 
earnings bill has been a more or less constant 77-82 per cent of the industry 
earnings bill, but as a portion of the value of inputs it has diminished 
from 31,2 per cent in 1965 to 27,3 per cent ,in 1972. African labour has thus 
become relatively l~ss important in economic terms as an input into production -
largely as a consequence of mechanization and producer dependence on pur-
chased inputs. The earnings bill/gross operating profits relationship has 
varied from year to year. Nonetheless, the ratio has fallen in recent years, 
as has the ratio of African earnings to the value of Gross Agricultural 
ProducL 

(ii) WAG~ STRUCTURE AND CONTRACT FORMS 

The wage structure.ofagricultural employment by type of contract has 
changed in some important ways· in the last decade. Data on wage structures 
are shown in Table 3. 

The highest paid contract form has been that for permanent workers. In 
real terms (after deflating wage data by means of the African C.P.I.) the 
cash wage rate for these workers fell from 1964-71, and rose by 9,6 per cent 
in 1973 in relation to th,e 1964 level. It is likely that a large portion of 
the increase accrued to non-labourers. The permanent cash wage rate has risen 
in relation to rates applicable for casual workers and RALSC-hired con­
tractees. A most noticeable shift has occurred in the casual/African-hired 
contractee cash wage ratio. It has moved from parity in 1964 to a 1:1,74 
relationship in 1973. The non-wage element of the earnings of permanent and 
casual workers, while rising in money terms, fell in real terms from a value 
of $44 per annum in 1964 to $39,9 per annum (1964 constant prices) in 1973, 
a 9,3 per cent reduction. The falling real wages of contractees hired by the 
Rhodesian African Labour Supply Commission (from Malawi) has been documented 
elsewhere in detail, but it is quite apparent from Table 3 that their real 
wages had fallen seriously up to 1971 and the higher rate applicable for 
1972-73 only increased the real cash wage by 3,0 per cent over the 1964 level. 
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The relationship of wage structure to contract form can also be con­
sidered from the perspective of the mass of wages. 

Although casual workers represented 25 per cent of the permanent and 
casual African farm labour force in 1974, their earnings bill came to only 
12,9 per cent of total payments of wages, salaries and bonuses to Africans. 
African-hired contractees represented 5,4 per cent of the permanent and 
casual labour force in the same year and received 4,9 per cent of the pay­
ments of wages, salaries and bonuses. 

Finally, although omitted from Table 3, account should be taken of a 
growing number of employees classified in 'Agricultural Services'. Their 
average wage levels have been considerably higher than rates applicable to 
other workers (e.g. $172 in 1971). This group of 11-12000 employees also 
tontributed more to the earnings bill in 1969-71 than did African-hired 
contractees. By contras t with 'permanent, semi -permanent and casual workers I , 

their real average earnings have been steadily rising. 

(iii) WAGE STRATIFICATION ON THE PLANTATION 

Agricultural workers depend for subsistence on a large element of payment­
in-kind which ;s normally given in a variety of forms. Real earnings cal-
cul ati ons must take these carefully into account, as they have been in 
Table 2. The published data for(25~rningS are usually aggregated estimates 
of wages and payments in kind. ) As the C.S.O. Monthly Digest reports: 
'Earni ngslnclude: (1) all cash wages, salaries, all owances s' commi ssions 
and bonuses; (2) employers' contributions to pension funds, provi-dent funds, 
holiday funds and medical aid societies; (3) the cash value of(all income 
received in kind, e.g. free rations, housing, uniforms, etc.' 26) But, 

. available data on the distribution of payments between workers only reflect e 
cash wages. However, approximately 34-36 per cent of agricultural earnings 
-are paid 'in kind (estimates are based on the range exhibited for 1963-71). 
This income lin kind' element has not apparently altered much in recent years. 

The cash wage distribution probably well reflects the earnings distri­
bution both inter-temporally and between the various wage brackets. One 
reason for the relative historical constancy of this form of payment is that 
a significant element of it is derived from on-farm production, viz. workers 
constitute an important 'market' for plantation output. Hence, in 1973, the 
recorded ratio of the value of non-wage elements of earnings between pro­
vided and purchased elements was $1,00/$1,75. Since the annual income 
lin kind I payments for 1973 were es ti mated a t$49 ,42 per head, and there were 
approximately 348 000 workers receiving such payments in that year, this 
implied a value of approximately $17,2 million, of which an estimated 
$6,3 millions were supplied directly from farms themselves. e 

It should also be noted that available cash wage data exclude non­
permanent workers, the bulk of whom would fall into the lowest paid categories. 
Even so, as shown in Table 4, the vast bulk of permanent workers (84,6 per 
cent) in 1971 received a cash wage of less -than $12,26 (1971 prices). A 
growi ng proporti on. and number recei ved a cash wage greater than $24,54 month ly, 
and those in the intervening category had also increased. It would appear 
then that for 1961-71 increasing stratification was taking place. 

. The conclusion that proportionately fewer workers fell below a cash wage 
'level of $12,26 in 1971 must· be considered tentative, however, because the 
data for 1961 and 1971 are not 100 per cent comparable. In the 1961 figures 
it appears from comparison with publsihed employment data that almost all • 
workers were atcounted for in the distribution. In 1971 some 81.030 workers 
were.excluded. If this latter number was included in the lowest wage band 
- a reasonable assumption since they consisted of contractees and casual 
workers - then 285,985 workers or 88 per cent of the total would have been 
in this category in 1971. It is likely then that, while some structural 
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change occurred, this was confined largely to the upper end of the wage 
distribution. -

Data are also available for June, 1975 to enable the cash wage distri­
bution to be identified for this period (see Table 5). 

In 1975 then, 88,48 per cent of all permanent African agricultural 
workers received a monthly cash wage of less than $20. Unfortunately, the 
data in Table 5 cannot be directly compared with data for 1967-71 in Table 4 
because the wage intervals need first to be adjusted for the distorting 
effects of inflation. What can be said, however, is that a far larger numQer 
of workers received cash wages of less than $10 monthly. If the 'excluded 
workers' - 93 230 ,seasonal/casual employees and 28440 African-hired con­
tractees were included in the lowest wage category (an eminently reasonable 
assumption) - then the figure for those in the lowest wage interval would 
be 241 330 (63 per cent of all African agricultural workers). Comparing this 
to the data in Table 4 (and the qualifications made thereto), it would 
appear that during 1971-75 a shift occurred in the relative portions in the 
19west wage group. In other words, more recently stratification tendencies 
have increased. 

The above conclusion is also supported by the fact that more workers 
in numerical terms are now in the higher wage categories. Note also that in 
1975, 10 employees received cash wages in excess of $300. These persons, 
however, were probably ex-Chibero graduates who are new 'farm assistants/ 
supervisors' or employees in agricultural services. Thus the changing oc­
cupational pattern has contributed to wage shifts. 

C. INDIVIDUALITY AND SOCIAL REPRODUCTION 

Most of the evidence examined thus far has focussed on wage payments received 
QY individuals. Labour-time is supplied by individuals but not simply as individuals 
in a universe' abstracted from a specific social origin. It may be that this social 
group is best considered as a household or family, or even at a more macro level. 
Whatever, though, the cost of social reproduction must be assessed at a level 
beyond the individual if only because of the individual's necessary organic 
relationship with a broader social unit. It is thus possible to theoretically 
conceive of a socially necessary minimum level of subsistence of persons con­
stituting the reproductive unit, whether or not in practice such a cost can be 
accurately ascertained or empirically determined. 

The factors crucially ~ffecting the level of minimum necessary subsistence 
of the reproductive unit are the size and/or composition of the household/family, 
Tilus an assessment of wage 'adequacy' (in relation to the criterion of meeting 
basic subsistence costs from wage-labour) must take account of household size and 
needs. The extent to which the capitalist sector avoid these costs - which then 
must necessarily be met somehow else from other sources - is equivalent to the 
'implicit subsidy' which it derives from the employment of workers thus concerned. 
It is upon the labour-time appropriated as a consequence of securement of such an 
',implicit subsidy' that primitive accumulation depends. The 'implicit subsidy' 
reflects those elements of the social means of subsistence which allow for that 
addition to capi tal stock whi ch depends on primi ti ve accumul ati on. Indeed, thi s 
also implies over time a conversion into capital of an existent social means of 

'production. As Sraffa has shown in Production of Commodities By Means of Commo­
dities,'production for sUbsistence' in a self-replacing state requires such means 
~f prod~ction and tb~}r continuous replenishment in order to ens~re the re­
productlve process.t ) 
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Whilst there are difficulties in conception and construction of Poverty 
Datum Lines (e.g. because of their typicality in assuming static dimension), 
they can provide some evidence of the subsistence costs of reproduction of 
labour in the environment of employm~2~ under specific socio-economic conditions 
at a particular historical juncture.\ ) But even where this could be considered. 
so perfectly calculated, and where it could be assumed to be essentially no 
different to instances where family units are not residentially-united, it would 

. still underestimate the total necessary cost of reproduction because no reference 
in its construction is usually made to the costs of means of production required 
to produce the necessary means of subsistence. 

Ideally, a national farm-specific POL designed to serve as a tool to meet 
the aforementioned objective of providing estimates of reproductive costs would 
be desirable. Unfortynately, only one farm-specific POL has been constructed in 
Rhodesia (for 1974).\!9) Needs were socially-defined, itemised and priced at 
least-cost. Special account was taken of the payments practices on the farm -
e.g. the fact that 'rations' provide a significant element of food consumption, 
the fact that firewood was 'freel, etc. Thus all items provided by the employer 
were deducted from the value required to satisfy minimum income requirements at 
every given household size. The results of the calculation are shown in Table 6. 

Accepting the limitations of the estimates as shown in Table 6, vis-a-vis 
comparison with the overall farm situation, they do illustrate the extent to 
which individual wage levels for most farm workers do 08t match up to the 
estimated minimum subsistence costs for family units.(J J However, as mentioned, 
the organic relationship of the individual to the family or reproductive unit 
means that it would be illegitimate to conclude simply on this comparison that 
primitive accumulation existed. This is because family earnings from employment 
in the capitalist sector may have been higher for quite a few households. Earn­
ings from women and juveniles must also be taken into account. Unfortunately, 
there are no adequately specified macroeconomic data available to enable these 
two 'streams' of household earnings to be aggregated into a form depicting the 
household income distribution for farm workers. 

However, with the knowledge of the situation as it now stands, it could 
legitimately be concluded that, even after such an adjustment, it is most probable 
that the bulk of households would still receive aggregate earnings receipts 
below their POL-assessed respective minimum sUbsistence costs. 

The conclusion to be drawn from such a finding is that agrarian capital 
still remains in receipt of substantial 'implicit subsidies' in order to l11eet 
th~ costs of labour's reproduction. 

O. EARNING/SUBSISTENCE-INCOME RELATIONSHIPS: SOME CONTEMPORARY MECHANISMS OF 
PRIMITIVE ACCUMULATION 

The fact that subsistence costs prribably exceed household earnings in the 
case of many families raises an important issue. Where exactly do the 'subsidies' 
necessary to meet the shortfall between earnings and 'the required subsistence 
income come from?' And in what proportions are they related? This issue is of 
great importance yet little solid empirical work exists which throws adequate 
light on the answers. It is raised here in order to encourage further investigation! 
the detailed task of which goes beyond the more limited brief of this paper. 
Some explanatory points may, however, be made in order to elucidate aspects of 
the relationship between modes of production in the economic system which allow 
for primitive accumUlation to exist in some measure. '. 
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(i) ARTICULATION WITH LABOUR RESERVES 

One of the most important sources of 'implicit subsidy' is that provided' 
through the constituted existence of labour reSer~ess in the Rhodesian ~ase 
the Tribal Trust Lands. In the past, foreign labour-supplying states fulfilled 
Pfrt of this function. However, the fact of existence of such social means' " 
o production capable of producing some social means of subsisten,ce for this 
purpose is insufficient evidence in itself for identifying a primitive ac­
cumulation process in any particular branch of production or enterprise. 
The availability of subsistence must also be shown to be directed towards 
meeting the non-wage derived costs of reproduction. 

In Rhodesia's case, no adequate macro data exist on the specific relation­
ship of farmworker households to labour reserves. Historical forms of labour 
contract which have been clearly built around an explicit dependence on sub­
sistence for family members derived froin reserve production no longer apply 
(e.g,., contracts with the RALSC). But they have been supplanted to some extent 
by similar types pf contractual labour (e.g. contractees hired by African 
'labour'contractors'). 

However, not all workers fi nd plantation employment as Imi grants', con­
tractees, casual or seasonal workers (at wage levels below costs of sub­
sistence). Articulation with and dependence on the Tribal Trust ~ands can 
also take other forms, e.g. the periodic utilisation of rights of usufruct and 
consumption in their areas of origin or kinship connection. In particular, 
this access allows women and/or children to find means of producti'on and 
subsistence outside of the plantation. Usufruct rights to land, communally 
provided, allow for Tabour-timeto be applied to secure some means of sub­
sistence. More simply, some SUbsistence consumption may be provided in the 
context of part;'cipation in a broader kinship group. For example, in one 
fairly typical compound examined in detail in 1976, it was found that, 
excluding 15 single workers out of a total of 72 employees, the total1~umber 
of family members both in and out of the compound was 327 persons.{ ) 
Of these, 111 were adults. Average family size was 5.73, but where those 
children of 16 years of age and over were excluded (numbering 49 in all) 
average fami"ly size was 4.61. Whe'n families located inside the compound were 
examined, a different picture emerged. There were 214 persons living'in the 
compound, the average sized family being 3.75. Thus many women and children 
were located elsewhere - mainly in the Tribal Trust Lands. In fact, the evi-

, dence "of reserve dependence was higher than i ndi cated by the Jact' 'of 
absenteei sm because a s igni fi cant proporti on of workers was of forei gn 
origin and tended to have fewer dependent$ away. The age pattern of absent 
children was ~lso revealing. Of the age group 0-5 years, 12,7 per cent were 
abSent whi 1 e for the group 6 ... 10 years 29,6 per cent were away and for the 
group 11-16 years 45,3 per, cent were elsewhere. Of those older than 16 years, 
79 per cent were living away from the compound. 

The contribution of reserves to ·costs of social reproduction is also 
evidenced in other ways, e.g. through its role as an 'accommodation mechanism' 
for the temporary, cyclical and structural unempl'oyed. Under the 1969 Land 
Tenure Act Africans may not 'occupy' European-designated land areas except 
as 'employees I. Thus loss of employment forces the worker to seek an alter­
native domici.1e. The communal land form, and access permitted to it under 
customary law and the Act, enable the Tribal Trust Lands to fulfill a re­
productive and replenishment role in this regard. The existence of a lineage 
system in which distributional rules allow for the provision of support to 
'distressed' kinsmen (in times of unemployment, illness and old age) permits 
this set of relationships. Lack of formal unemployment insurance, paucity 
and insecurity of formal medical assistance, as well as highly constrained 
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opportunities fO~ the securement of post-employment subsistence consumption 
under the recently inaugurated compulsory Rhodesian Agricultural Pension 
Scheme, operate to ensure that workens make the 'rational choice' of m.ain­
taining some form of necessary subsistence Qependence outside th~ wag~-labou 
nexus. 

Whilst these mechanisms can be identified, and in reality take a complex 
of forms with workers related thereto in varying degrees of intensity, it is 
hot possible to 'cost' them ei~her jointly or severally. 

The importance of labour res~rves to the prevailing form of accumulation 
is also well understood by employers, even, or perhaps one should say 
especially, by large-scale multi-national agrarian corporations, e.g. Triangl 
Estates Ltd, a wholly-owned subsidiary of Hullets Corporation (South Africa) ~ 
The latter is presently one of the highest-paying employers in the plantatio 

, sector, accounti ng alone in 1975 for 24 per cent of all African agri cultura 1 
workers in the $20~$30 monthly cash wage category and 35 per cent in the 
$30-$40 range. One company advisor on labour policy noted in 1973 for instanc 
that workers' (satisfy) their primary' needs of survival through securing 
sufficient necessities for a subsistence living qnd seeking security both (32 
from a wage and from a kinship system as found in the Tribal Trust La~. 

'Thus whilst revising its previous policy of exclusive dependence on foreign 
cohtract labour (through the RALSC from Malawi), the company examined but 
decisively rejected the prospect of switching to a wholly permanent work-fore 
stabilised in'situ at Triangle: 'The' obvious strain ..• on services with' 
this size population would reflect an increasingly high proportion of indirec 
labour costs to direct labou~ costs ... The profitability of the Organisati~nl 
in the long-term could well be affected by such a development.' It was thus . 
d-ecided to ensure that permanent workers were restricted to 'the most pro~ I 

dllctive and valuable labour available (and) a spe~ified percentage of the e 
total labour requirements', This instance of labour policy reflects the 
articulation of forms of accumulation found more generally in the economic 

, system. 

(ii) UNPAID HOUSEHOLD LABOUR-TIME NECESSARY FOR SUBSISTENCE 

The family members of the worker's household may deploy their labour tim~" 
on the plantation in various \'1ays Which, apart from 'housework', ar~ ne­
cessary for subsistence but are unpaid. These activities, insofar as they do 
not merely contribute to 'discretiOl1ary consumption', viz. consumption . 
above the minimum necessary level, enable employers toavoid the full costs 
of reproduction of labour. 

One important institutionalised practice on Rhodesian plahtations which 
facilitates this relationship is the a11Qcation of 'tillage land' to workers,t 
on which crops and vegetables are usually grown. Jhfs may bean important 
supplement to food consumption at certain times of the year, though on 
average the yields are probably low: The cultivated area under 'tillage land' 
which in 1973 was used as a (temporary) 'means o~ production' by farm (' 
workers on Rhodesian farms, probably involved about' 72 866- hectares of land. ' 
That this acreage is not inconsequential may be gathered from the fact that 
in the same year there were 89 834 hectares under cultivation in all African 
Purchase Lands in Rhodesia (the privately owned land area constituting some 
10 per cent of all African land). It also contrasts with' the fact that in 
1965 (latest data published), the number of hectares under cultiVation on 
European farms was just less than half a million. 

• On ranches the practice of allowing workers :to keep beasts (usually 
cattle) on the landis widespread. The returns to the worker from this practi( 
are tnen used to supplement earnings. However, in the forestry/fishing in­
dustries, the environment is often such that only small areas of 'tillage lane 
are allowed, if at all. Thus the value of this non-earnings source Qf income 
can vary from area to area and between one branch of producti9n and another. 
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Th"e- sysfem of allowing small plots of land to be cultivated by workers 
helps reduce the employers' need for outlaying cash to meet wage costs; and 
i't provides a means of supplying workers with low-cost food. By providing 
'private' means of production (however illusory in s:ocial reality), the 
owner gives some incentive tQ worker,S, to raise their level of consumption. 
The 'allocation of 'land' is usually expected to contribute to worker welfare. 
and subsistence. However, it also harnesses family labour to plantation pro­
duction under a feudal-paternalist systemln which the output is regarded 
as part of the payment for the workers' labour services whereas the input 
consists primarily of family labour supplies, an input which is not rewarded 
by the employer in the form of cash wages. The allocation' of 'tillage land' 
thus masks the essential relationshi·p that appears to exist between employers 
and workers, especially the former and the family of the latter. 

However, as the value of land has risen, and as land close to the compound/ 
central working area of farms has come to have advantages (from a production 
viewpoint) so, it is reported, some employers have begun to 're-think ' their 
previous practices. Some have sought to more closely direct the agricultural 
practices of the w6rkers,on'the1r' lands, in order to control the process 
of asset depletion, but at the, same time raise yields so that, on the one hand, 
non-wag~ demands for .income for subsistence on the employer are reduced and, 
on the other, less land is required to provide a minimum level of food output 
for workers,,:,own-consumption. Thus farmers to-day often gi ve seed to workers -
:to ensure that planting is not inhibited for financial reasons - and ferti­
lizers, to raise yields.' S.ometimes, too, ,agricultural machinery will be 
app1 ied to the land - at the cost of the farmer. Here the economic interest 
would appear to be to raise yields per unit of the worker's 'free' labour-
tim~ ~s. applied to the culti~ation of these fields. But it is also a means, 
to rel,ease this labout:'-time for direct employer' use. In a sense, then, the 
employer 'competes I (albeit at a substantial advantage) with the worker for 
the use of his/her total labour time~ By ensuring reductions in the labour­
time necessarily required to produce a given output from 'tillage lands', 
the employer is able to make greater I call , on the balance and to ensure 
a higher potential labour input into farm production., Needless to say, at any 
given wage (or 'price' of subsistence met by the employer) the greater the 
available labour-time for the employer's use, the larger the latter's 
poten:tial gains in productivity and profits. 

Other forl)1s of necessary subsistence may bE;! obtained from the plantation 
but by the utilisation of unpaid labour-time, e.g. from legally permitted 
or 'i11 egitimateI foraging. Typically, wprkers and their dependents (often 
children) will gather food commodities from the land, e.g. dried caterpillars, 
insects, flying ants, wild fruits (prickly pears, loquats, figs, berries, 
etc.), mushrooms, beetles, crickets, field mice, fish, rock rabbits, birds, 
etc. Some farms have dams and some farmers give permission for fishing. 
Firewood may also pe gathered at zero or little cost - again except in terms 
of the labour-time involved~ Even a~commodation'- usually a pole and dagga 
hut - will be typically built by the,worker in his lown' labour-time. 

PETTY PRODUCTION AND TRADE 

Petty handicraft production and trade ;s engaged in by some men and women, 
though ava 11 ab 1 e evi dence of thi sin farm compounds is 1 im; ted. Beer is 
brewed and/or sold, legally or otherwise, This is often a lucrative trade, 
if the practice is permitted by the employer. 
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(iv) RE~APPROPRIATION OF THE PRODUCTS OF LABOUR NECESSARY FOR SUBSISTENCE 

The low-wage system associated with primitive accumulation and the 
varigated articulation of forms of subsist~nce do not themselves gu~rantee 
a minimum subsis~ence for househ01ds. [Workers and dependents thus 'often' . 
'volitionally' appropriq,te com(l1odities necessary for subsistence from em­
ployers. This Ire-appropriation' of necessary subsistence-commodities, 
which can be distinguished from 'theft" (as understood as a 'discretionary 
process' of 'enrichment ' ), is facilitated by th~ rel~tive eas~ with whic~ 
commodities produced or used on the plantation can be taken without pay­
ment (e.g. maize, vegetables, su9Cj.f cane, milk, seed, fertiliser, e~c.). 
Employer rec;ognition of 'losses' from this quarter is widespread, typically 
taking expression in the employment of security guards for crops and compoun 
policemen to disencourage 'theft'. Naturally, there exists no means to 
measure the. value of such consumption (whether directly consumed or sold for 
cash or exchanged) but it is no less important for this reason. 

Eo MECHANISr.'f) OFACCUMULATION: ASPECTS OF TRANSITION 

It is not here suggested that primitive accumulation processes have an 
inherently indefinite life. The available social means of produ~tion and subsistenc 
outside the capitalist sector are limitecl and processes of their conversion int~ 
private capi~~l, although t~ey may.tak~ ~enerations! ~ontain within the~ transition 
elements tendlng twoards 'dlsso1utlon' and decomposltlon of the productlVe Qase 
upon which they depend. Their 'cons~rvation' by Statist poli~ies mayor may not 
guarantee a more protracted longevity of life in specific areas. To ~uppose as much 
woulcl be to fall prey to a mechanistic view of socioeconomic change. Nonetheless, 
as far as plantation laQour policy is concerned, it is possible to discern tend~nci 
which explicitly or implicitly aqcount for t,he diminishing proportionate relevance I 
of primitive accumulation in the overall accumulation process. Some of these are d 
noted below. I 

(i) POLYVALENCY, SUBSISTENCE AND CONTRACTUAL FORMS OF LABOUR SUPPLY 

Typically, farmworkers and their families must depend on a variety of 
sources of wage income, i.e. from a number of different contracts varying in 
duration, residence, type of payment and land access. This is polyvalency -
the multiple number of wage labour (contr~ct) bonds linking workers to em­
ployers through the reproductive unit.(34) Inability to survive merely on thE 
basis of one employment contract Q.lon~ c;al.lses workers ~nd their families to 
rely on a number of other (in~vitably) worse 'ones. For employers, pursuit of, 
a pol icy of po lyva 1 ency enables th€l e~ tab 1 i shment of the 1 eas t-cos t mix of I 

contracts which helps maximize profits-. There are other effect$ as well. : 
Families are kept in a state of imbalanCe - inevitably some contracts are I 

temporary and contingen~ on (changing) demands. Employers may benefit from C 
this insecurity becal,lse it undermine$ collective mobilization, raises social I 

~ens;on amongst families and in the compound. The 'parcellisa4ion' of the . 
total quantum of wprk-supply tends "to reduce employee bargaining power. As a: 
result workers deal with th~ managemen~ as ind;v~duals in respect of their ' 
own contracts and not as a group. Nonetheless, it is seldom t~at even comple1 
family proletarianization enables more than basic necess&ry subsistence to bE 
obtained. Ernest Feder has in a different c;ontext referred to this qS an 
'iron law of subsistence', an im&ge with a Ricardian ring about it whi~h is 
of import in the Rhodesian context. 

The use of a po lyval ent 1 abo~r po 1i cy can also be regarded as a means 
facil ita ti ng the trans i tion from primiti v,e accl,Jmul ation to expanded repro- • 
duction as well as joint articulation Quring the transition. Whilst such a 
policy may help reduce labour cost, by introdu~ing or making greqter us~ of 
labour with relatively lower wage rates, the policy has two other effect~: 
that of raising household/family income and that of enabling (but not 
necessarily guaranteeing) labour stabilisation. 
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In order to assess the extent to which the phenomenon discussed here has be­
come more· significant on plantations, it is necessary to consider the character 
of farm labour supply and its changing contractual forms in r~cent years. Here . 

. ~ata is incomplete, but it is sufficient to enable perception of some relevant 
.. tendenci es;. 

The number of African farm workers has increased 252 per cent to 358,000 in 
. the 28 year period to 1974. The last 5 years showed a positive annual average 

r&te of employment growth of 3,86 per cent. It is also worthwhile recording that 
whilst agricultural employees have become a smaller component of African wage­
labourers (falling from 39,3 per cent in 1965 to 34,5 per cent in 1974), the 
industry has maintained a relatively constant share of G.D.P. per worker employed 
in this period .. 

Since 1956 the numbers of women workers have increased markedly, from 29 1 450 
. t() 84,556 in 1975, thereby increasing employer dependence on this source from 
11,9· per cent to 24,7 per cent of total labour supply. Most of these workers 

· have. been 'drawn ' from farm compounds where a greater degree of Ilabour sta­
Qilization' has taken place in the last two decades. Only an element of the 
female labour force has however been employed on a permanent basis, but this 
~ppears to be an increasing proportion of permanent workers. The vast majority 
con~titute a casual or seasonal labour.supply. In 1972, for instance, there were 
11 992 women employed as Ipermanent and semi-permanent1workers in plantation 
agriculture. This was 6,3. per. cent of all African employees at the time and 
26,~, per cent of all women so employed. What is also striking is the fact tha~ 
employers have placed relatively less dependence on permanent labour vis-a-vis 
c~siJa1 labour during the 1969-74 period, a trend which reflects the lower price 
of the latter form of labour supply and the wage'discrimination)element whereby 
African women workers have received lower rates of pay than men. 

Juvenile~ also became a more importantsou~ce of labour from 1961-69. Data 
show that in respect of males:-the ratio(juveniles to me~ rose from ,12,4 per cent 
to 14,4 per cent in this period. The data also understate the use of juvenile 
labour as they exclude female juveniles. No comparable data exist for the 
1970-75 period. 

It can thus be shown that in 1969 women and male juveniles - both groups paid 
below th~ rates applicable to adult men workers - constituted 28,3 per cent 
(72~181) of the total African agricultu~al labour force. Even though the above 
d~ta ar~ not broken down by occupational category, it would be correct to state 
that tnejuvenile/female component constituted an even greater element of the 
labourers in -the 'industry - because most skilled/semi-skilled and service jobs 
have been held by adult men. This proportion has most likely increased since 
1969 as employers have become more dependent on non-permanent/female labour 

· $upplies. ' 

Another relatively cheap source of labour supply, provided through African 
l~bourer contractors, should also be noted. This has been another import~nt form 

· of labour contract which has been used to reduce labour costs. The annual average 
number of Afrfcan~hired contractees rose from 7.200' in 1967 to approximately 
?2.1000 in 1975. As a portion of total employment, the $upply from African con­
tractors has risen from 2,6 per cent in 1967 to 4,7 per cent in 1975. In some 
i~tervening years (e.g. 1969 and 1972) it has been even higher. 

These s,upp1y shifts have-been accompanied by changes in the relative signi­
ficance Of different elements in the ownership structure of plantation agri­
~u1ture;, The most important shift in' the status of employer for 1961-69 has been 
in the greater number and proportion of workers falling under the control of 
limited liability companTes. This ref1ects'two basic ~tendencies: the expansion of 
the agricultural operations of large (multi-natronal) corporations, e.g. Triangle 
Ltd, Hippo Valley. ~states, Liebigs, Mazoe Citrus Estates Ltd, etc .. , and the 
greater extent of incorporation of smaller-settler producers into private limited 
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companies. The influence of familiQl/perspnal paternalism in framing labour 
conditions has thus given way in relative priority to p corporQte/multinational 
regime. 

The increasing dependence on a wider v~riety of contract forms, especially 
those to which lower wage rates apply, provides some eVideryce of a polyvalent 
labour policy under conditions of s~agnant real wages and an increasing volume 
of employment. It is also important to note that this proce?s has taken place 

,whilst the industry's reliance on foreign African labolJr s~pply (l37,,030 worker 
er60 per cent of the total in 1956) has significantly diminished in both ab~olu 
and relative terms (to 116,618 or 32 per cent of the total in 1975). The COM 
existent replacement of local for foreign workers as a gradual process has only 
peen possible as a consequence of sustained underdevelopment in the Tribal 
Trust Lands. 

Social and labour stabilisation ha~ also taken pl~ce, although it is only 
possible to make inter-censal estimates or these phenomena bas~d qn 1962 .. 69. 
The bulk of the farm population (in 1962) wps male/adult and of the age group 
16-44 years. A notable sex imbalance existed in this age category (1 ,59 mal~s f 
every fema 1 e) though ,i t was much ~ pronounced in the under 16 a,ge group. 
Hpwever, slightly fewer young girTSSta~ on farms, some being sent to live in 
the reserves or in the countries of origin of their parents~ The ratio of 
'adult men' to others in 1962 was 1:1,30. There ijs little doubt that this haS 
changed since 1962 as more families have taken up mqre-or-less full-time resi­
c;Ience on farms. In 1969 the non-u.rban African population of the 'Europ~an Areas 1 
to~al1ed 928,379 (assumed ~ere to oe equ;valert to the on-farm population). 
In the 1961-69 period the total farm labour forc~ grew by 10,3 per cent (28,000)1 
some of it in the form of female and ju~~nile workers. It can thusb~ conclu~ed ~ 
that the estimated 91,949 increase in fann P9pul~tion from 1962r69 was mainly • 
iln increase in numbers of dependents brou~ht to live wi~h th~ breadwinn~r in' e 
farm compounds. It is likely trat thes~ trends have continued in t~e period 
1969-76. ' 

The process of 'labour stabilization' on farms has also reflected the changin 
division of labour in plantation prod~ction and a lessening of dep~ndence on 
supplies of unskilled/'migrant'/fore;gn labour. Higher paid employees, bureii~­
cratic groups, 'service workers', African supervisors and 'Boss bars', semi­
skilled operator? and technical employees have typically liyed with thej,r famili 
on the farm. These groups now fClrm a more significant element pf the labour forc, 

Stabilisation policies haye been reflected in a number of fields and in 
different ways. For instance, in case~ they have been a consequence of deliberat, 
policy e.g. as exemplified in the policy of Rhodesia Tea Estates Ltd:'Whatw~ 
are really' aiming at in the long run is family ~articieat;on - the wife"husQand 
and children all workin~ on the plantatidns'. ( 5) Sim,Tarly, in LQwv~ld,sugar C 
estates (e.g. Triangle td), adjustm~nt to wage structures has been specifically 
geared to the imperatives of more sett1ed labour and a reql,lction in labour 
turnover within a policy of dependence on q reserve-located work force, the 
higher wage policy of the 1973-76 period having alre,ady red1,lceq turnovertQ 11 pi 
~entin the case of industrial worKers on ~he mill pnd 30 perc~rt of average 
c-omplement in th~ agricultural division: " 

Stabilisation policies have also been reflected in, and encouraged by 
inter alia, the compulsory national pension scheme~ the greater involvement of 
Rural Councils in the prOVision of social amenities and health services, the 
provision of educational facilities (nqtably on large estat~s) anq a greater 
irytere$t in the improvement of housing and compound accommodation. • 

To some extent these changes can be said to have Qeen a necessary element, in 
the rural' proletarianisation process, They underpin aspects of social reproQucti~ 
which cannot any longer be adequately fulfilled by comple~e dependence on 
lineage relations or production structures found in the Tribal Trust Lands. 

- 17 -
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(ii) THE 'PRIVATISATION' OF SOCIAL MEANS OF PRobuCTION AND SUBSISTENCE 

The transition from primitive accumulatiOn does not exclusively necessitate 
the conversion of $oCTal means of production and subsistence into capital' 
through the labour mechanism which allows for wage payment below' costs of 
social reproduction. The dec,6mposition of the reserves and the disarticu1atipn 
of the previously pertaining'relative unity between production and consumption 
has also been brought about by other forms, in particular the 'privatisation' 
of social means of production. . 

'Privatisation' has been most complete in the legal and effective conver-sion 
of 'communa" 1 and into pr iva te ownersh i p and tenure, e. g .i n the cas e of the 
African Purchase Lands. Were this process to' extend to the limit, without 
significant compensatory adjustment to labour and social policy, the basis of 
the labour system and the primitive form of accumulation would be seriously 
threatened. Thus the proposals of the' Land Husbandry Act (1951), which em­
bodied just such principles, and more recent calls for similar action (e.g. the 
Witsun Foundation~s programme for 'national development' and some proposals 
of the Quenet Commissi~n), have fallen on largely stony ground . 

. 'Privatisation' has brought into eXlstence its own specific articulation of 
wage-relations with pre-existent or installed systems of production. The APL's 
have really only developed since: the 1930's and it is still common to find 
household in this small-scale agrarian sector using a combin~tio~ bffamily 
labour supplies and hired workers (both permanent and casu~l). Indeed, as 
found in one sample of 27 farms for 1964, hired labour cons.tituted around 
15 per cent of labour-time (less than in the case of children, 24 per cent, 
and the wife/wives of household heads, 21,5 per cent). During 1970-74 permanent 
wage-labourers constituted only 4,3 per cent of the total APL population. But 
they represented 27 per cent of men over 16 years of age. To this should be 
added the structurally-incorporated element of casual labour supply (measured 
as equivalent to 4.4 permanent workers per APL farm in 1974). A fairly high 
degree of 'i 11 ega 1 occupancy f (442 of 9000 farms were 'vacant' in 1974), 
evidence of 'squatters' on-site, availability of itinerant labour:-gangs, and 
the proximity of Ii marginal peasantry allow for the securement of such labour 
supplies. On average, as shown by available evidence, wages and conditions of 
labour are worse in APL 's' than on plantations - many of the workers typi~ally 
being young, 'landless' orfor~ign.(36) , 

From the viewpoint of social reproduction, the evidence of the'APL's, as 
well as of the conditions in which there has been a Spread of wage-relations 
in the TTL's, implies one or both of two tendencies. On the one hand, the 
historical transformation of the peasant into a rural 'worker has been a 
decidedly ~_neven process, in terms of the effect it has had o~ basic levels 
of subsistence. On the other hand, in the case of a number orrural workers, 
a lower level of sUbsistence has been. enforced. The limited nature of available 
evidence does not allow for a firm conclusion as to the exact extent. to which' 
these two inter-related tendencies have been manifest in the development process. 

III CONCLUDING PERSPECTIVES 

I should like to divide some concluding perspectives into three parts: 
the empirical, the theoretical and' a note on untesolved contemporary res.earch 
issues. 

A EMPIRICAL 

The evidence of long-run wage constancy does not imply that the ratio of 
wages to domestic (or even domestic and foreign) social means of subsistence 
in the non-capitalist sector(s), uponwhich base part of the cost of repro­
duction of labour depends, has been/constant for the period examined. Contemporary 

- 18 -
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evidence regarding the involution and $tratific&tion experienced in the 
Tribal Trust Land~ would rather suggest that the ratio has probably been r1S1, 
But, py con~rast with some non-agrarian sectors (e.g. manufacturing), t/1;'5 
has not been a consequence of rising real wages, except for a small clas~ of 
~ostly semi-skilled wor~ers. Such'a process could lead to the further strati-
fication of African workers. 'I 

B THEORETICAL 

If the technical definition of pri~itive accum~lation advanced in Section I 
can I:>~ accepted, and the evidence of its existence admitted, then it follows 
that critical questions are raised for economists seeking to analyse ac­
cumulation and labour mobilisation in Southern Africa. 

Firstly, some neoclassical models of 'la~our exchanging at its cost' would 
not be relevant, at least to the extent to which primitive accumulation was 
present. Since tris is the dominant paradigm of many but not all Rhode~ian 
economists, much of th~ir w9rk might pe considered on this score to have been 
pas ed on u nSou nd premi s es . ' 

Secondly, in so far as pr'jmithe ~r.cuillulatipn ~an be traced to its historic 
root in the theorie$ of Classical poli~ical economy, a case exi~ts for arguing 
that the 'classical' L~w;~ mpdel of dualism repres~nts only a ~p~ci~l ~ase of 
a fully fledg~d classical theory of accumulation. Lewis' e~plicit preclusior 
of the element of primitive accumulation is thus not wholly consistent with 
orthoqox classical doctrine. And both Arrighi's <;iepic:tion of pril1]ary ac­
cumulation and acceptance of the ~ewis' model's restricted releyance to Rhode~ 
w60ld appear to be misplaced. ' 

l 
T~irdly, it seems that an explanation of the plp~e of primitive a~cumulati~ 

in the ov,rall accumulation pro~es$ makes 50~e contribution, albeit incQmplete 
to th~ theory of wage-determination in Southern Africa. On th~ on~ hand, it 
breaks ~ith neoclas~icism and l the orthodox Lewis-variant of classicism~ On the 
other, there appears a br~ak both with the orthodox Marx;anvariant, in so 
f~r as in the latter wages come to depend upon a subsistence theory of wages 
combined with an unemployed reserve of surplus labour, and also the strict 
Ricardian model, with its ~~bsistence theory pf wages combined with the as­
~umption of a highly elastic l~bour supply foY' Malthu.sian re~sons.(37) It is 
apparent, however, that to some ext~nt the latter two theoretical vieWS co­
inhabit some similar territory. And whilst neither was designed specifically 
to address the qUestion of the determination of (subsistenc~) wages in the I 

phase of transition during which primi~ive accumulation i~ r~levant, ~ theoret! 
al vacuum has developed: What appears Y'equired for the Rhodesian, if not 
SQ4thern African, context, is a coherent thepry of subsistence wage..,.determjn- <III 

etion that give~ due weight to the changing character of the accumulation pro~ 
cess, explains· the formation, decomposition and re-struc;turing of different 
types of labour reserve as well as re.1ationships between them, and embodies 
a theoretical understanding of demographic change in the transition to a 
dominant capitalist mode ofproduction~ . 

. I 

Fourthly, in so far as primitive accumulation represents a process, the 
endin~ of which i~ dependent time~wise on the exhaustion of a limited volume 
of social means of subsistence, can it be so strongly asserted that 'blocked 
transition' is an inevitability? Already, of c;ol,.lrse, some have, argued that· 
(fpr ~outh Africa) thi~ itse~f fs ~ false pr?b~em beca~se the r~serves ~o ~ot 
cQnst1tute ~ mode of productlon Wr1ch has abl11ty to reproduce.t 38) It 151n 
effect implied that ~he transition is past. Whether valid or not t the evidenc, 
presented here would suggest the contrary for Rhodesia a~d by implication for 
the "Southern African economic complex", if such a perspective has any meaning 
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C UNRESOLVED ISSUES 

At the very least, this paper ha~ indicated the basically unsatisfactory 
nature of much of the available evidence. This is not to suggest that better 
data will 'solve'what are often theoretical. issues: but they could clarify 
the latter. It may thus be worthwhile noting some aspects of clarification 
which might be sought for ,the Rhodesian case. Listing these, without any special 
ordering, they are: (1) a method and data to estimate the relative contributions 
of different forms of accumulation to the capital stock in different enter­
prises, sectors and branches of production; (2) a more adequate measure of and 
data on the cost of reproduction of labour; (3) evidence of the exact level and 
value of dependence of wage-labourers on forms of production which provide for 
'implicit subsidies' to employers; (4) in conjunction with (3), evidence on 
the' value of the various forms of contribution of non-wage 'subsidies' upon 
which capitalist production ne~essarily gepends. pata deficiencies in these 
areas maya lso be rel evant to other countri es as well. 

However, even with the best data in the world, economists will probably 
only.compound their existing.credibility crisis if they do not rid themselves 
of restrictive foci .in their attempts to comprehend and e?<plain social reality. 
For many in Southern Africa, however, immersed in formalism or praxiology, the 
piggest unresolved issue still remains the hereditary bias of received doctrine 
and a neglect of the fundamental theoretical issue? which the Classical school 
of po1i.tical economy began to try to expl9-in. 



NOTES 

1. Adam Smith, The Wealth of Nations, Pelican, 1970, p. 374, (original 1776). 
Other quotes in the passage are from p. 372. 

2. Karl Harx? Capital, Dent, 1974, p. 790. When referring to this Marxian 
concept, t~e term 'primary accumulation' will be used in distinction to 
other interpretations. Other quotes in the passage are from p. 192. 

3. See for instanc~ Maurice Dobb, StuGies in the Development, of Ca~it;alism, 
Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1963, p. 185. 
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Some Further Notes, Manchester School, January 1958; and Reflectipns on 
Unlimited Labour, in L.E.D. Marco, International Economics and Developlllent, 
Academic Press, New York, 1972. Lewis does however reter to Marx's 
'primary accumulation' directly, but he ignores this phase of the 
accuInl,1lation process. ' 

6. ,W.J. B(ll!'ber, Ope cit., p. 184, where the fonowing statement appears:, 
'migration (in Rhodesia) -~- frees the employer from the responsibility 
to pay a wage high enough to StIPPOtt both the worker and h~s family. 
Thus, in all probability, the Inqn~y wage is lower than it wou14 be if the 
indigenous family were completely dependent upon cash wages for their 
minimum requirements~ , ' 

7. G. Arrighi, op. cit., p.226,. 

8. For example, see Peter S. Harris, Black Industrial Workers in Rhodesia, 
Mambo Press, Gwelo, 1974. 

9. G. Arrighi, op. cit., p. 214. See here some similarities with 
M. Leggasi~'s definition in Capital Accumulation and Violence. Economy 
and Society, 3, 3, August, 1974: 'primitive accumulation may be regarded 
as the utilisation by capital of instruments of e~tra-economic ooercion 
inherited from the previous mode of production' (Emphasis added). It is 
similar to SOme aspects of Arrighi Qut is basically unaccep~able because 
it tries to define the process by means of a set of instruments and 
furthermore it makes these contingent on inherited form90 

10. Ibid. 

11. Rosa Luxemburg, The Accumulation of Capital, Routledge & Kegan Paul, London, 
1971, p. 31. 

12. Ibid. ,See especially p. 417, for example t~e followin~: 'Marx's diagram 
of accumulation is only the theoretical refLection of the precis~ momen't 
when the domination of capital has reached its limits.' 

13. Ibid., p. 364. 

2/ ..... . 

I 
I 

• 



I 
It 

-2-

14. Samir Amin, Accumulation on a World Sc~le; A Critique of the Theory of 
Underdevelopment, (Volume I and II), p. ~82: 'There is expanded 
reproduction when profit - the income from invested capital :" is saved 
and re~nvested in order to expand product~ve capa~ity. ~n contrast to 
this, in the prehistory of capi~a1, the income that is or~~inal1y turn~~ 
into capital cannot itself be derived from a profit from a previous 
investment of capital, but must eme~ge from exploitation of non-capital~st 
sectors: this is primitive accu~ulation.' 

15. Here one should not omit the prospect of net foreign capital additions 
to the capitfll stock if Cj.ccumulation is being cO[1lsidered at the level of 
a particular nation state. 

16. This seems to be implicit for example in ~erle Liptoq, Wh~te F~rming: 
A Case Study of Change in South Africa, Journal of CQmmonwe~1th and 
Comparative Politics, XII, 1, March, 1974. 

17. In poting some of .the problems ~ncontemporary analysis of migranf 
labour in South Africa, Bell has said that 'disagreement .•.. ste1l1s 
largely from the lack of an a~equate explanation of migrant labour, 
the formulation of a satisfactory theory.' 
It could be ventured here that an understanding of accumulation would 
need to be incorporated into such a I satisfact9ry theory'. See R. T .Bell, 
Migrant Labour: Theory and Pottcy,. South Afr~can Journal of Economics, 
40, 4, 1972. 

18. I have ignored as self-evident the point suggested by Hindess and Hirst 
that displacements and transformations at th~ level o~ the state 
apparatus are also 'essential elements qf the so~called primitive 
accumulation.' Whilst being. part of it, ~uch aspects do not, define 
the process. See Barry Hindess and Paul Q. Hirst, Precapitalist M@des 
of Production, Rout:\.edge and Kegan Paul, London, 1975.' . i 

i . 

19. These aspects are di!,cus~ed in D.,? Clarke, Agricultural ansi Plantation 
Workers in Rhodesia: A Report on Conditions of Labour a~d Subsistence. 
Mambo Pre!,s, Gwelo, 1976, (f/c). ~uch of the empirical data is tCj.ken 
from this source where its origins are dQcumen~ed in detail. 

20. Data extracted from C.S.O. Economic and Statistical Bulletin of 
Sputhern Rhodesiil, 1, 4, 1933, p.4 and H. punlop, The Development of, 
European Agriculture i~ Rhode~ia 1945-1965, Dept. of Economi~~, 
Occasional Paper No.5, University of Rhodesia, 1971, p. 61. Unless 
otherwise cited, Ifata in thiEi section are taken frolq these two squ+~es. 

21. C~A.S.O. ,. Report on A&r~cu1tural and Pastoral Production ~n Southern 
Rhodesia 1946-1%7, Salisbury, p. 27 .. 

22. See Rhodesia, Report of the Commission of Inquiry, into Agricultural 
In~ut Cos~s, Salisbury, 1973, table 1, p~ 24. 

23. See B.H.q. Duncan, The Wages and La\lour Supply PQsition in European 
Agriculture, Rhodesian Journal of. Economics, 7, 1,March, 1973; also 
E.D. Ely, Back~rouQ.d to the Pre,geljlt L1abo).lr Shortage, RhodesJa Agricultural 
Journal~ 72, 6, 1975. .. 
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24. As against other African workers, it can ~~ calculated that in 1948 
some 38 per cent of the total African earnings bill accrued to 
farmworkers, 'then 38 per cent of all African workers. In 1970 these 
two proportions were 16 per cent and 39 per cent respectively_ Other 
data confirm similar shifts as against other classes pr groups, e.g. 
white workers. 

25. The procedure adopted for estimation in Rhodesia has been as follows: 
The C.S.O. asks all farmers to complete a return (the last was in 1975 
and the one before in 1971). Returns specify the quantities of 
commodities given to workers in respect of various ite~s~ These data 
are then 'priced' or valued at cost to the farmer, then aggregated 
and put into per capita terms and finally added to wage data derived 
from the quarterly enqu~r~es on employment. The $tim~tes are updated 
annually. The end result is an industry 'averCj.ge earnings' figure. 

26. Rhodesia, Monthly Digest of Statistics,C.S.O., August, 1975, 
Explanatory Notes, p. 75. 

27. ,Piero Staffa, Production of Commodities by Means of Commoditi£s, 
I; . 

C.U.P., 1960. 

28. I am proposing here that modified PDL's can be used for such pUll'pos~s. 
This is -indepel1dent of whether or no~ some ~conomists have constructed 
them for different purposes or whether it is 'legitimate' or not to 
use PDL's for wage-fixing, 

29. It is contained in Roger C; Riddell and Peter S. Harris, The Poverty 
Datum Line as a Wag~-Fixing Standard, Mambo Press, 1975, Table 23, p, 68. 

30. At the time, Riddell and Harris calculated that the single ll1an's 
P.D.L. was $9,62. It could be shown that 73,1 per cent of farm workers 
received a cash wage beLow 310 monthly in that year. 

31. For details see D.G. Clarke, Agricultural Workers, op. cit. 

32. Documentation supplied to the author by Triangle Ltd. For a full analysis 
of the company's labour policy see D.G. Clarke, Agricultural Workers, 
OPe c~t., Ch. 9. Quotes in this section are taken from the above source. 

33. Own estimate on the basis of csa information regarding average siz~ of 
'tillage lands. I 

34. I have made use of this cencept as used by Ernest Feder, The Rape of the 
Peasantry, Anchor, New York, 1972. The theory waS first expounded by 
J; Barbosa. 

35. Sunday Mail, 23 June, 1974 (Emphasis added). 

36. See for example, A.K.H. Weinrich, African ~armers in Rhodesia, OUP, 1975 
also Norman Reynolds, a socto-econbmic study of an African Development 
Scheme, unpubl:i,E;b,ed Ph.D. thesis, University of CapeTown, 1969. 
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For a lucid discussion bn the distinguishing features s~e ~aur~ce Dobb, 
T4eories of Value and D:i,.stribution Since Adam Smith, Cambridge University 
Press, 1973, pp. 151-154. 

For example see Michae~ Williams, An Analysis of South African 
Capitalism: Neo-Ricardianism or Neo-marx~sm? Bulletin of the Conference 
of Socialist Economists, iv, 1, February, 1975. 



r=1?JI5!lWVC====-=-====--- 'p,-.. WtbLL L ~ 
.., 

Year 
Current 

Price 

1893 10/~ monthly 

Price Index 
Constant 1939 
Prices (Linked 
Series) 

Real Wage 
1939 Prices 

AFRICAN AGRICULTURAL WAGE RATES, 1893-1948 

Remarks 

'Rations' probably given in addition 

Source 
(Original cited where possible) 

Dec1e, Three Years in Savage Africa, 
p. 131,Hist.'HlilS. C04/l/1 

1903 _ 15/~ to-.JQI-~ ___ ~-__ ~ _____ -. ___ ~~ __ ProbablY.:..Per tick~J_____ _ _ CNC,Annllal Report, 1903 
1906 '22/6 (av.! Nonth~ _____ .___CNCL Annua1-Report, 1906 
1912 307.., to 40/- Probably per ticket, for 'raw' non- Civil Commissioner, Annual Report, 

(a) RI-lLB labourers, plus food and quarters Hartley, 1912 
(b) 15/- to 25/- Probably per ticket; off the gold 

1914 

1919 18/- ticket 

1920 12/6 to 40/-

1922 207-
1923 5/-
1926 21/--

1926 18/- to 22/6 

1927 15/-
1934 8/-
1946 28/9 

-194if30i9 

~: 

be 1 t: 'all found I - supply scarce 
90,3 9 Wages noted for 23 districts; average 

around 15/-: probably per ticket 
Office of the CNC, 22 Nov. 1920, 
Salisbury. BAR N3/33/2. Schedule B 

nla Considerable worker discontent at CNC Annual Report, 1919 
wages reported 

124,9 10/- to 32/- Wages note~ for 23 area~; avo around 
(av_ 16/- to 20/-) 201- to 25/-. Real \vage 1914-20 

reported to have fallen 165% 

Office of the CNC, 22 Nov. 1920, 
Salisbury, NAR N3/33/2, Schedule B. 

88,1 22/9 'Ration' in addition Official Year book of S-.R. 1924 
86,1 5/10 SOIne c:!'1l.!.o.)rcrs .:l.l!_})rewa/Hountj)_arwi.n .. Rhodesia Herald, 9/3/1926 
84,5 24/10 'Rations' in addition Report on Indu~trial Relations, 

by Sir Henry Clay 
1930, 

84,5 21/4 to 26/8 Rc ticket :Eor RNLI3 labourers M.C.Steele, Labour Research Seminar No. 
6,191.1_. llnivE'];'sity: of Rhodesia 

86 1 2 17/5 Mean level Ibid., reported by CNC 
10If !7 7/7 S()lII(~ 'had' cl1lpl(lycrJl~ckct rate ~.CNC,_l\.Il11llal Report, 1934 
131 13 21/'{) 
144,2 21/4 

RNLSC ticket rate RNl.SC, Annual 13 pports 
r.:'-----------'l;-':[-:-ld"u-s-t=-r-y ave.rage derived 5y applying S. R. National Income and Social Accounts 

knUlvll 1971 c[wh/killU raUl) tll 19t18 17/16-51, C.S.O. 
earning~ Jevp1 rif 46/3 ~onth1v. 

The Price Index shown in the Table is a composite Linked Scrlcs dC'rived from thr.C'c flep.qr.qtp flOllrcC's. 
The firHl, lor lY14-23, ca1culaLed Q~ a 1914 base, has been obtained from the C.S.O., Letter to the 
A11thor, R('f. Nfl. CPT/2/0? 2T Nov 1975·. Th", 1.;1:<:"11<1- \,!;H! <'I.llndlolted frulIl lite deflatIun Index ut:"d uy 
W.J. Barber, The Economy of BE_!...tish C_€E!!,~~ __ Afr:.:l.c:,~, O.U.P., ]961, p.104 for converting Nnti.onill 
Income to constant prices-. Its base is 1929 and it runs up to 1939. The third index is an All Items 
Tnc1px (hn:=;c' 19}9 = ]00) ckdv('cl from till' c.S.O., I,pl-ter to tht' Aulh(}l-, Ikf. Nu. CrI/2/oZ, 4 FdJl-uury, 
1972. Figures are available on this index for 1919-71. The rate ().f change is conflistent \~ith the 
presently published European C.P.I. found in Rhodesia, Monthly Digest of Statistics, C.S.O. Arrighi, 
(L:)bollr Supplies in Historical Perspective, Journal of Dl'vl'lup11ll'llL Studies, 6, 3, April 1970) has 
constructed an African Imports Price Index (base 1914= 100) and quotes 1904 = 148 and 1911 = 94. 
Linked to the series above, these would read 1904 = 133,6 and 1.911 = 84,9. 
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TABLE 2 

AFRICAN AGRICULTURAL EARNINGS' 1948-74 

Year Earnings Av. Ear.nings Av. Earnings Year Earnings Av. E:arnings Av. Earnings 
Bill. Current Current 1964 Prices :Bill Current Current 1964 Prices 
Prices Prices 3 S per annum Prices g Prices $ S per annum 
S millions per annum millions per annum 

1948 8,7 55,7 99~1 1962 30,2 111,0 115,4 
1949 9,6 57,8 97,6 1963 34,4 121,9 125,2 
1950 10,6 60,0- 95,5 1964 36,2 123,5 123,5 
1951 11,2 60,9- 88,6 1965 35,9 123,5 120,4 
1952 12,8 69,9 97,5 1966 33,9 124,9 117,8 
1953 14,0 70,0 93',1 1967 33,2 122,5 114,2 
1954 21,0 96,3 125,0 1968 ' 34,6 122,6 111,7 
1955 22,6 100,4 128,2 1969 36,9 123,0 111,1 
19.56 23,8 104,3· 127,7 1970 36,8 126,8 112,8 
1957 24,4 99,6 118,2 1971 39,8- 131,0 113,1 
1958 26,4 104,J 119,7 i972 44,5 133,0 111,7 
1959 27,0 104,2 116.,4 '1973 49,5 142,e 115,6 
1960' 28,6 105,9 115,5 1974 55,8 155,a 119,0 
1961 . 29,2 108,1 114,6 

Sources: Southern Rhodesia, National Income and Social Accounts of Southern Rhodesia 1946-51 C.S.O.; W.J. Barber, 

Note: 

The Economy of British Central Africa, O.U.P., 1961; Rhodesia Monthly Digest of Statistics, C.S.O. (various) 

The data have been deflated in accordance with the relevant price index cited in Table 1. Also note that 
data prior to 1954 cannot be compared directly with data thereafter. 
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Year 

1964 
196? 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 
1970 
1971 
1972 
1973 

Source: 

Note: 

Perma-
ne,nt 

81 
82 
84 
85 
85 
8.5 
87 
91 
99 

109 

C.S,O. 

TABLE 3 

AFRICAN AGRICULTURAL WORKERS WAGE RATES 

AND EARNINGS BY CONTRACT TYPE 
i 

1964-73 

(in dollars per annum) 

Cash Wages 

Casual African- . RALSC-
hired hired 
Contractees Cqntractees 

48 48 6~ 
48 50 62 
48 55 62 
48 60 62 
48 64 62 
48 72 62 
48 89 6t 
52 96 62 
49 97 78 
50 87 78 

Earnings of African Employees on European Farms, 

Income in kind 

Permanent 
.& casual 
workers 

44 
43 
44 
42 
44 
46 
44 
47 
46 
49 

Salisbury 
1974 (data supplied by C.S.O. to Mr. E. Ely - cited in Background 
to the Present Labour Shortage, Rhodesia Agricultural Journal, 
72" 6, 197.5); D.G. Clarke, Cont1;"act Workers and Undel!deve1oEmept 
in Rhodesia, Nambo Press, Gwe10, 1974. 

Data for the 1964-70 period are C.S.O. estimates, except fpr data on 
RALSC-hired contractees. 

G 

I 

• 



.. 

Wage Group 

Under $12,26 

TABLE 4 

INTER-TEMPORAL CASH WAGE DISTRIBUTION FOR 

PERMANENT AFRICAN AGRICULTURAL WORKERS 

(con&tant 1971 price~) 

1961-1971 

1961 
I 

N\lmber 10 

212 767 89,4 

" 

Number 

?04 955 

312,26 ..., $24,54 2.1 484 9,0 30 315 

324,54 + 3 645 1,6 Q 930 

Totals 237 897 100,0 242 200 

1971 

% 

84,6 

12,5 

2,9 

100,0 

Source: Calculated from Rhodesia, Cash Wage Distribution of Afri~an 
Employees, C.S.O., DL/~99/500, December, 1971 (mimeo); 
Rh9desia, Final Report of the September, 1961 Census of 
Employees. C.S.O. Saiisbury, 1965. iOn l;:he! method of 
adjustment of wag~ ~nterva1s see t~e method as used ~n 

·D.G. Clarke, Domestic Harkers in Rhodesia: The Economics 
of Masters and Servants, Mambo Press, Gwe10, 1974, 
Table 12, p. 71. 



TABLE 5 

CASH WAGE DISTRIBUTION OF 

PERMANENT AFRICAN AGRICULTURAL WORKERS 

JUNE. 1975 

Wage Interval Numbers 

Under $10 119 670 
$10 - $20 108 960 
$20 - $30 17 970 
$30 - $40 6 120 
$40 - $50 2 340 
$50 - $60 1 690 
$60 + 1 660 

Total 258 380 

Per cent 

46,31 
42,17 

6,95 
2,37 
0,91 
0,65 
0,64 

100,00 

Source: C.S.O., WageDi~tribution of African Employees by 
Industrial Sector for the Month of June, 1975, 
DL/933/60, November, 1975 (mimeo). 

--~----



~ 

----~-------------

Family Food Clothing 
Fuel & 

Size Lighting 

2 9-,02 3,48 ,45 
3 9,93 4,34 ,45 
4 14,43 5,48 ,45 
5 19,30 6,81 ,45 
6 25,90 7,95 ,45 
7 31,15 9,28 ,45 
8 38,26 10,61 ,45 

--~--------~ - . ~ .. --------

TA~LE 6 

MONTHLY P.D~L. BY FAMILY SIZE 

(AFTER ACCOUNTING FOR PAYMENTS IN KIND) 

Personal 
Care 

& Health 

,83 
,93 

1,21 
1,-47 
1,74 
2,01 
2,27 

SELECTED FARM­

FEBRUARY 1914 
(dollars) 

Household 
Goods 

1,98-
2,09 
2,72 
3,13 
3,76 
4,17 
4,80 

Transport 

,59 
,59 
,59 
,59 
,59 
,59 
,59 

----------- ---------- -----

Education Post Total Employment 
Consumption 

1,47 17,82 
1,4-7 19,80 

,65 1,47 27,00 
2,67 1,47 34,56 
3,36 1,47 45,22 
4,05 1,47 53,17 
4,05 1,47 62,50 

-----------

Source: Roger C. Riddell and Peter S. Harris, The Poverty Datum Line as a Wage-Fixing Standard, Mambo Press, 1975, 
Table 23, p.68. 

Note: Riddell and Harris stress that the above data represent mlm.mum costs needed beyoncf what employees receive I in kind I. 
No value is included-for accommodation. I have taken the smallest families size in each instance. The original 
table shows two sizes of household for each family unit (Le. young as opposed to older children). 


