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William and his qully were one of 15 families evicted from a
arm in the Louwsberg dlStPlCt. He has been on the road 1ov“1ng for
somewhere to live for.tén mohths. Ha has five wives.and 25 chiliren,
the youngest orf whom is six months old His newly cfeated homeland
is not slliowed to acéept him because it is overpopulated and the

is overstocked, He has gone from official

&
Ota .

siready sparse grezin
to official with hws bundle of trekpssses which state 31Mp1v that
he has three months to leave a certain farm., They ﬂre.trekpcssesb

to nowhere,

This is &an etcerpt from & newsvavner report nubliéhéd in 1970,
Williamfs plight helped to bring the exyplosive natuwe oP the tenant
labourer situation torpubllc notice for the first t1me,  Till then
evictions from farms in the Natal Midlands ond in the porth of the
provinca had been thé bccasional fodder of agricultu:al'
COPPEQDOnuent s columns. |

The everage reader knew nothing then of the tenant lQbou¢ér. nor f
anything of the conditions under which he lived, worked and trekked,
Yow readers have no ekcdse because these Lfricans ha?e been evicted
in hordes and their story has been told many times,

V117L9m and his enorwous family had nowhere %o go becsuse the

four ﬂlternptlves svailsble were closed for n vaviety of rensons,




o He co1ld not go to'ar;qzt»;mer “hite-owned -farm, excent as an illegal
s~ustter. unless the ownef-agreed to heve him, In 1970 (:and in 1975)
farmers of the north and‘ﬁiddle Natal were nearing the end of .treir
campaign to destroy tﬁe,tenant labour svstem, and the éizé-of #illiam's
family wculd, in any ceée, have made it aifficult for trose few farmers
who might otherwise be:Sympéthetic to employ him,

He could not scuat in'é‘so—called:Black Spot. Some still er;sﬁedj

@®overcrowded, but they we'r,'e. dwindling and the Government was hurrying to

abolish them,

He could not go tofén.urban'township.‘ He 4id not nualify under
Section 10 of the Urba@iéreas ﬁct, and in his cese no township
edministfation,gguld.aqééﬁyodete one family of 442 people;‘.‘ﬁb could

l not become & migrant erﬁéf because‘he had no skills of abfin@ustrial.

i or commercial nature, thefe was no call for his serVicesvénd should

® T : -

he, mirsculously, be employed. he hed nowhere to house hisﬁfnmily.

He could not go into KwaZulu because none 0f the trihal chiefs vas

l

!

|

L A .
[ prevared to 2d4rmit him t§ his area, KwaZulu is, ib ter#s of sgricuvltural
velue, badly OvePpOpulétéd; Epert from this, loeal tribesmen feel
reenomestiy threatened b&;n?wéomers who aiso bring with'fhém tew |

- customs and attitudes, ' : o ‘

i in 1973 the Minister‘éf-Bantu Ldministration ?”d Develdpment, .
i ®M.C.Bothe, claimed there were only 16 350 tenant workers "registered on
Netal farms,

In Lusust 197L, defedding the syster, ¥r Donn2ld 3inclair, the

Vatel Lgricultursl Union president, said ferrmers were giving "sanctuary"
to 400 CCO Lfricans " not really m==t==) neesded by the ~pricultursl

indnstry,"




There were two tynmes Of ‘tenant worker. There was the wan “ho
lived with his family’on'a;brivately-owned~farm given over entirely to

the accommodation of . ’frlcan tenants,_ The owner treated this farm

]
UJ

5 'lsbour reservoir and. drew workers off it to wor&AOQ‘éhcoﬁtract
bzsis on. hlS onerﬂtlonal farm elsewhere in Nétai. |

Two dnvelopments largely era%ed this frcet of fh qvétev, The
~bolition of Black =t ots pl?ved a’ ngrt but- nrobably the mp*ov renson
was the farmers' réai cation that these 1abonr farms wepre péing 'tested
to destruction' by bad far; ing, neglect and’over-qtookLng.

The other kind of tenant "ctually lived on the operatlonal _m.
In returnvfor the right tQ grow crops and‘keep llvestockwhe grve his
1ebo . p for six months of;ﬁhe yeer;j; _mény’tenphts Weré gi§eh permission -
to seek work elsewhére,'usﬁéliy in urban areas, forkthe other six
months,

The Government, Whitéﬁfarmers and African #orkers andils9d§r5'all
agreed the system should be eliminated, The method, tifming =53 the

elternatives available to‘the workers were in contention,

Lfter Lucust 1G7O Ehlte Larmers in Neu al were ‘orblxden to take

.

on further ﬂfrlcanq unﬁer tne tenant 1qbour sv%tem and 211 fvfure naw

cmnloyees had to bs in fullftlme ernloyment,

©
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The farmers were not forced to evict those then workin

Z 28

tensnt labonrers. They could keep them =28 tenant worlkers, or give them
a chcice of full-time employmeht or they could, if tﬁey.WQnted. eviet

thenm,

‘ Under the 01d system an Lfrican was allowed toLliVe on the

{ e}arm with his fémily, grdw brobs,'graze cattls and goats, 2nd work six

! months of the year, Usuaiiy he did not receive cash Wéges.  Jome’

received. only a bag offﬁééiie meél and some received R2 ot R3 a month,
Undér the new system they lost the right to nloughuand to

gre=e stock and received-instead » monthly wage ranging.from R5 to

o
about R12,
e In addition they were warned that Lfricans who worked on farms

veuld not be allowed to mQVé out of agriclture into other épheres of
émployment. | | | |
It was the Whitéifarmers who called on the Goverﬁmént to 2bolish
the tenant labour System.. They said it was\uhnroducfive and inefficient
and seriously damaged tﬂe-land.
Mr. Sinclair, thelﬁZU president, noted that the syétem “emanded
@that the farmer gilve ovéf"évlnrge part of his holding to_a'proliferating.

family sys tém,




LZ1lmost every‘férmer to whom I have svoken hers said the
same thing. They hesve clsimed thet for every 20 peovle living on

a farm the farmer might get one worker, They have also c’=imed

W

that after they paveiagreed to teke on » tenant worker with
family of five they find, within five yeers, that his kraal has
grown to contain 30 pédple --brothers, fathers, uncles énd sunts of

tenuous relationship., =

-ﬁr, Sinplairgéééﬁs fo havé~an,ambivalenﬁ att;tﬁde toward
the systém, perhaps:bécause,he,hes,been forced. to d;féhd‘orgsnised
agriqulturéfs'contﬁnﬁéd.USe:of it which has come'undgf ét‘ack.sovv
often, o

"Pérhaps~ﬁis 5ﬁfifUde haé been formed, in ~ert, by what 

might be described es the rebirth of the sy~tem,

In 1972,'se§efél farmers in Weénen. the fifstf%reé vhere
full-time émployment:W8s introdused ——in conjﬁnction‘with 3antu
Adminisfration officiaisitried'to force Lfricrns 1ivibg on #
Government-owhed‘farﬁ,ibzsign cdntraCts which deld turn them into
tenant labourers, o V .

These Weenenfférmers had suffered éhlabonf éhoﬁfege éihée

the abslition of the tenant system.




The Afrlcnns were offered R6 a2 month, 2 bag of mea’ie mesal
and were told tney conld keep five hF°d of cattle fow eacn kroal
“'hen they refused the'dffer the local megistrate then_tnstructed
pnioff i=1 to hand out pvwctwon notices obviously vre~sred ih |

advance,

By 1976 thes situvation was hopelecslv t’noled.»'Ténant
1= bourers exigted qiie_by side w1th mlgrant workers who in turn

operated slongside lormnr tenant labvunevq vho had ODth for full-

time employment for cash wages,

In 1973 Roland Stainbridge spent eight days speaking to
employers end vorkers 211 over the province =rd fher° iq little

evidence that his fnnqnngs then wourld nOt hol“ true todav,

In summary, St anrldce found that farmers =~re protected by
legislation which en= bles them to do virtuvally ﬂnvth1ng they 1like

vith their workers who»ape.bOwnd to the farms by Taw,.

This is what he wrote: " Workers are unprotected. can be
evicted at » moment's notice =nd end vp starving in e ressttlement
area,

" L method oten used to get rid of the worver ~nd his

Pamily is to leve] hithOme with # tractor or re=ze it by fire.
CHiL) B
' & 1. bu»w ia commonplace,
" Instesd of 2n ermployer-emrlovee relstiohship. there is
s mastep-serveont relstionabip and workers sre Trecuently nesten
by the'r smployers. .

"o "

Yany rorbers.poy thelr own mediesl bil's #nd heve never

(0]




had paid lesve in their lives "

He found men'who:had never earhed-hore than Ré”a %onth; some

whO‘worVed'for.hOthipg?f some vho hed to give up goog ﬁrben jobs’
becausé fheir femiliéQZWére threatened with evictiodaif they 4id
not‘work'dn tre farai and 2 gréatudéal'bf evidence Qf hidingé from
farmers who clearly_ﬁﬁought they were operating s feudal system, o

My own fiﬁdings,ihdfcéte thétvhbthing‘has changed. The"tenanﬁ
labour>3yétém continhesfahd S0 does the évictionlpféﬁiéh,

In July 1975 T found more than 100 Africans living on farms in
the Colenso districffwhb;héd been served vith eviction orders, They

had. nowhere to go and most of them had been gaoled or fin=d for

squatting on the'lané'ihey had known since childhood,

In Jepusry 1975, fﬁé;Rev. Sémsoh Xhumals, who Onerétes in the
Colenso, Weenen, Esthﬁff district, spoke to_me.‘ He islfhe
organiser for Inkpthé. the Bleck liberstion movement o nded by
Chief Gatsha Butheleéi,'the head of the KwaZulu Govefnment.

His story was cofrqboratéd by 1L men from this vast district,
He said that each-timé be held » meeting at weeksnds;to-éxvlain

the nev movement, it was followed by evictions, _ : =)




" When the fezrmers involved were asked for corment they were

either insulting or refused to speak,

¥r. Xhumalo Spcke-éf a new development in the eviction drsms,
but the rest of his's£5ry simply echoed the.erds of Dr. Lnthony "
Barker, the head of the Charles Johnson Memorisl Hosﬁital; who._'
two years earlier had'said: " In the fesettlementaareas one finds
that these evicted fémilies have had to leave their cettle behind
on the fzrms and_sréi¢ommitted.tq'éaying R2 or ﬁ} o month for
grezing -~ & sum theyiéan't afford, So, in the end. their bessts

are attached or impquhaed and thev lose them,"

T ¥now of many'éuéhICSSes. In Juiy last year ﬁr!'Philoﬁon,
Majola wasz ordered_qffts farm 2and managéd to rersuade =nother
farmer, nesrby, to ﬂ%ke,his cattle._ But, the farmar vho evicted
hir refused to alloﬁfghe stock to be moved. Then ¥r. Majola was

sued for stock rent byithe man who hsd evicted him,

Mr._Khumalo'Whéghas-been involved in thislsitthibn for years,
said: " Many times‘férmers prevent ﬁheir former tenéhts from tavking
their cattle off thé:fahm. You see, once'ﬁotice hrs béen given
to & tenant he heas £d hay R1 per heerd of stock grazinglon the

ex—emnlover's farm, "



:  Lercans Peel enormous reqentment about all th1s Mot only
ldo they 1ose thelr qtock and meanq of livellhood but thev Srev__;
,egected 1r'rom areas Where they hrve 11ved 81nce blrtn ?nd extremelv o

often where genoratlons of thewr famllleq have 11ved

. . oo : . } -"‘ . L T .

" 'Then. to ,thevarP~uently ‘do not orﬂsp fhe veqtern r‘oncept
of prlvate n::::::::a ownershlp becauqe for them (ne 19nd belonas ’”cj
to everyone. | | ' R

%hhnyxéfricéné point‘oUtﬁthétfthéin;anfécedéﬁts'1ived-On the
land béfore théjﬁhite}man arrived;f‘They~were,~so.to\sneak,rbought"
with the 1énd;' | |

hen Chief Vago5o Buthelezl rnd hlq reorle xere evihted frqu.
a Lou~obprg farm ho racalled ‘that the 19nd they oncuoied hed. been”.

the trlhe § terrltory 1n fhe txme of Shaka

Afrlcans ?1\0 flnd Government on1C1nls unqvmp thptwc. ?nd]

I hpve found them.zln-some ceses), ~7moqt hoqtilp

Looal Bantu Affalrs COmWIQSiOHPPS often séem more 1nf1uencedb
bv the 1n+erests of the "hlte Parmers than Blpcb Pmnloyens qnd
altkough they kn0w the problems oresumably, thev rsrely hPSLt?te{a'
to flne or 1mprlson [—frvcans who ‘wve refused ‘to move efter be.i_ng @
qervaé w1th ev1ctwon orders e ‘r’:  ff;fn f,j  ‘%?.. | |
" The Chtef Gontu Lefairs Commissioner for v@talﬂ'mr>rJfJ"
van der Vatt, fold me. 1n Decembcr 19?%- i Yes re do have 8 qerlousk
 P0DU1“tLOn nroblem and there is & shorfo € of ]nn.;r‘We are - dolng

the . bp t ve can. ﬂnﬁ in nOﬂé'C¢SGS wevare resettl1ng‘n90ple.
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" Just this week, for examnle, ve offered to resettle 15
families 2nd we have so frr resettled four, Cften these neonle

just wander off themselves, I don't know where they go.

" Ve are fitting ﬁhém in where we cen, but if I had_250.n90p1e_

come along row I probably wo:1d not be able to resettle them, ™

Mr. van der att's subordinsates 'in the fieldhavé%een told

not to take action againstvevicted tenants until =lternative

sccommodation heas beéh;found‘ But, Lfricans arelstill being fined

or imprisoned, and_officials'are som=times on hand to see huts
demolished by irate"faéﬁérs before the . tenants h=ve been settled

elsehere, .

In 197% flex Yephalala found thet pellagra. melputrition sores

and kwashiokor were rife in = newly resetiled community &t Yainga,
tbout 500 children were without 2 school, their families had no
1and for vploughing, there were no -clinics and no shops.

This community Of about 17 families was moved out of eenen-
ater the abolition of the tenant labour system and after several
years of negotiation, -

Llmrort & yezr'sftfr the move they were still living 'n tents

or crude wnttle'?nd'déﬁb'hUts.
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P Spo'késméﬁ forthe "Dépér'tmé‘ﬁt of Bantu Ldministration and
Develorment ssid the Gdjérhmént wo1d do everything in its §Qwer'
to find work‘fdrrtﬁgiﬁgh; They in turn ssid tﬁey 6i§750ﬁ'went
industrisl work, butfland'for’pldughing=and'grszing; |

The'Officielszébiied: " %e ape looking for lend, but it is "

very difficult o resettle s small community."

£ number of those.that wender off seem to find their way onto:

Bantu Trust'farms'insiﬁe:KwaZulu. like those in the Nhutu district,

They ,are regarded by:dfftciais es snustters Pndiindééaxfheir
presencé is =& prObleﬁ7for*officisls*whonSOmetimes‘have dif?icuity
reconciling their unde}étanding bf Lfrican needs wlth_G0vernmehtu"
regulﬂtions, | u

- For KwsZulu,. hdﬁéﬁEr, the problems sre of - diffeféﬁt order;
The Legisla%iveuéssembi&;‘sitting in- May this yeer, rfé@lved"to'ask
Fretoria to transferoall Trust“farms to' KwaZulu so that.Ulundi'

could, plen them fon.ggricultural and residential purposes,

~-But even the trénéfer-of‘Trustﬂfarms, already‘haavily "
populated, will bring little reliesf, The problems of 1andless sand
unemrloyed Africans willinot.be solved while "hite Touth Africens

are obsessed with racist policies =nd while the ifricen monulstion

is expanding at its present rate,
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The problem W1th1n thls 31tust10n. 2s 1 see it, consists OF
four facets,
Tne first is "SClSt lealslatlon The second is the ‘/hite

man's greed and hlS 1nab111ty to relato to Lfricen workers as
humanbeings. The“third is the Africans' ignorancé and lack of
productivity, Thé fourth, snd probably the most influential in

the lony term, .islthe_population exnlosion,

There are not enough JObS now in commerce apd Lndustfy for all
the emn1oy9ble ﬁfrwcans in South Llrlca. end fhere is 'not enough
areble 1lend to llow‘the urbsan overflow oF Lfrlﬂans to become

QubsiQtence fqrmers.: even sh0uld thev ba S0 1wc11ned

'It hes been shdwn;that b??ming birth édhtrol prOpagénda at

tfricans is useless, primerily because it hrs become » politicel

issue,

Even if there was. no custOmory snd tred: ‘icnsl rés_s—ence to | |
DlPt“ ﬂontrol cfllinc on 1frfh2ns to curb th ir blrth rete |
while vrging hhlteq to increase thelr s is bound to h9ve politicai
PGDGPCUbBlODS, |

In any evenﬁ hp crlsls of over-popul~tion in terés of what

the 10 ﬂ can. carry is hare: it is not an irpending problemr,
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Another factor that must be recognised is that most Africens

apre brad farmers,

-

"ho can blqmé them? They hnve’never bPar ffé{hed. never

¥

been given creclt or marketlna f‘E!C:Llltl,e*s anﬁ thev h ve never hed

real sec 1ty of tenuﬂe in e1tber uhlte areas or on co*mun21

4
[

Thoussnds of Afrlcpns are cbplned to 4hn 1°n6 bv poverty 9nd

L
¥

law, 1"ck of educatlon and 1ack of JOb O“DOPtUle‘QS :f thUQQndS
of P’rlcnns in urbon areas W1th rural Tﬂnd leht 1e?ve thewr

lands to be worVod unproductlwely bv woman and chll ren

.

Tb has been sucgested that each Afr i» an fémily be given a

holding of 1,7 hecteres tQ farm on = 1 bo or 1nteh"1ve b s which

presuproses a great deal more arable 12nd than ex13ts,

&

_£s T see it agriculture should feed = n- twon =nd ‘not marely

[

ndividual families, @and I do not believe the ffr 9n is remotely

interested.in‘thisféystem nop ie he culthrally suiteéjto it.

the real °tumb11n8 block to any solutlon is the DOlle of
separate develonment;v:l@ndl?SSness and unemnloyment are pOlltlﬂally
exrlosive elements_thetjcannot be defused by being shut ~way inside
the h\) mol e nd t 'i_Y“ebo mb.

It is these tWQ problems, highlighted so strrkly by the

tenant lsbourer sy= ’em that present South Lfrics with one of its

irost uvg@nt crises,




1

Only by eradicating borders, by bringing 4°"Lcans back into
the so-called Vhite aress cap & start be made in soiving this
puzzlé.

The land tenufé réport 9do§ted by the KwaZulu Legislativé

Lssembly this yesr hints at the kind of solution Lfricen ‘thinkers

are préparéd to écceptf

The PeDO”t ﬂdvocates freebold tenure. but at the same tvne

:

the FWaZulu Govornment is c0ﬁcerned becauee 1t ‘has wove veople ther

1and. - It 1@ eqtvMﬁted thpt tbere are near]y l:OO UOO familles in

(

Kmazdlu,, Whlcb means tPPt eoch vo"lo have orly ona—Plfth of What

¥waZulu regards =s an . °COnOm10 farmlnc vnit,

Conversely,hif;each F"ﬁily is to receive =a u11 economlc_
unit of about 323 hectares, four -flfths of the pOnul t1on v111 hpve

to seek = 1ivelinuod o’f the 1qnd

,The,repo?t_says that qbout four—flfths of the npople now on
the land will have to. be absorbed 1n other tyves of employment,
B IﬁinaZﬁlﬁ;fhe tr3031tion to freehold 1t seems“-\gllwbe
deter%*nod-in 5mr£ by the rqte at whlch non—farm¥r§ are é11WIHQth
It is also proposed +hﬂt the 1and be planne? V1th e v1°w to

the establishment 6f villages and towns vhere it'i:z hoped that

more and more reonls, drewn off the land, will Fiad emwloyment .
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Oov1ouc1y. agrlnulture is env1q9ged a8 the bqsc _ndustry
with the v111 ges (nd towns providing the service nﬂustry. =nd

the renowt ?1so veCOmmended tbe establlshment of rural Ln”uqt"Lal

SN i

programmes.

Une of the moét.interestingiaspécts of tﬁis reer; is the

recowmew(atlon COUC?“Plng rural towns. It clo?“ly rpoognl es that

I -

not evervone anto to be a farmer, that not °vervonp %HOU7J b= a

[

e rmcr, that not everyone can be a fqrmer

It 1mp119a,f§dd, th?t !frlcans w111 hsve to. adnnt to a

*+
H

new 1ifesty1e

Thus the p01nt 1q - made. Rural towss snd villsges for Lfricans
can also be .crested in the so called White aress frOmfﬁhich “hite

*

farmers and rural industries can draw 19bour;

This mezns African fzrm workers wculd trevel from t-eir family

homes to work and would return in the evernings =s urbbn.WOrkérs do.

~ . - . . . .~I . ..

To mqke thr se V1llages w1th their 1nfraqtruutures of shons %

and sewerase syftems, c11n1cs and communltv n217s viable 2 number

of other adaptat}On‘ would hnve to be mrde

Rur31 Efricans: would heve to r911n0u1sh thP‘rlcattle,and;
ploughing rights ~—thls is happening now --and Tnr rs@wqulﬁ heve

to pay fair cash wages,
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white-owned.fafﬁs.would have to be_run more»nroauctively
vhich mesns farmers ‘ould heve to be better. msnnpers thsn they are
et present and ifr1c9ns would have to be tralned wh;ch they sare
not at present, to.be better,WO?kefsf They wovld,,fhus. have to
be given incentives ;é=we11 iike:upward job,mobélity an@ at_ﬁhex

least, workers *o*~i+bees if not trade unions,

There would be other spin-offs, I think it can be arguéd
thgt drawing Afriéané'into urbén conglomerations wili‘éncourage
them, to. gradually acLept blrth control. measures, | |

Its dlfflcul* to make blPth oontrol relevant for rural

reople, but if theoe‘sawe rural people found. themqe:qu in en
escsenticrlly 1nduq+r191 qwtuqtlon with houqes that were. not 1nf1n1te1y
extendable, with the COct of eaucatlon, rent and TPanQpOrt to
consider, they mizht qoapt to the idesa of thlng.“”ﬂller Lam111es;

'he tenant 1gbourer syctem is Onlv purt“of thevwhole,“a N
symptom of tht %s wrono \lth South Efrica.

It simply cannot be seen in 1qolat10n from 911 the other
factors that make life 80 difficult for Afr109ns, and SOUuh LLP‘Cé}S
rnnr0qch to this and 1ts obher problemrs wlll heve to be bold and

adventlrous -- Whlch meanq enormous expenditure -—ann tqerefore

it will h=ve to be dgalt with polittcally.
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Pérhé§3’I5ém§gding“beyodd'my_héndaté;tbut‘fhéﬁfamifications
of the tenant 1ab05%fsyétem'éhd'the'COﬁsehuéncés of the evictions
are thréaténiﬁé’béééﬁéé'tﬁe& aré;inéxfriéébly'tiéé“in with the
dfhe?"grave'iésués 1ik§“the Lfrican housing shorf?gé; pbor.
,education facilitieé”éﬁd unémployment. s

Ultlnately; OLICOUPSS. I ahltalkihgyto thélEQngbhentl“ﬁ

perhaps n°1vely. , gp. » ca T e » 3.fjnfﬁ .

" Somet ime agd7l°wr0te'an article in which I clrimed that

ifricen development‘vas South Africa's first line of defence end
merited as much money es did military Security. I'Saiﬁ’fhen:
““It is becomihg increasingly plein thet White ourV1V”l'm111 be

\)

seriously threstened if Africens in this country f 1nﬁ nothv g

R

worth defending, "

Tf this COmment 11nked to diqcu sion on the tPnfnt
labour oy\tem qwuncq llkP an overstatement I wonT< sug;est ycu

talk to the LLPICSDS wanderlng ﬂraund thal vlch +rekhasqes

to nownere

S - epds. .

@




