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From Slave Sanctuary to Chicken Battery 

The rise and fall of agriculture in the Noordhoek area 

Dr. M.G. Whisson. 

BackgrOund to the Simons town District 

The land between Fish Hoek, Kommetjie and Noordhoek has a 

long history 'of occupation, from perhaps 60,000 B .. C. to dateo 

Only in the latter centuries before the Dutch conquest however is 

there any evidence of domestic animals, if such be a minimal 

defin'ition 6ffarming. It is probable that this "goodly country 

inhabited by a most savage and beastly people as ever I thinke 

God created" (R. Raven Hart, 1967:32) saw occasional herds of 

Khoi owned stock crossing the saddle at Silvermine and descending 

into'the quiet valiey below, but the evidence i~ scanty (I.C~v.d. 

Poll, 1961). Van Riebeeck' s nen explored the area but found 

little to appeal to them, and their right to control the area was . ' 

disputed by "Herry" and' his friends. By 1676 J:1owever, the, 

Company had a cattle post "behind the Steenbergen~1 with over two 

hundred beasts (H.VoC. Liebbrandt, 1901 a: 265). Fifty years 

later it was reported that "there are also various other cattle 

pastures of the Hon. COyo beyond the Steenbergen .... Here the 

Hon. Coy. previously used to keep its cattle for slaughtering, until 

it had 'abandoned this, •• 0 and from time to time this region was 

added by Heer Simon v.d. Stel to his estate of Constantia". 

(Valentyn F., 1726:73) There was little development. Wild 

beasts roamed the area and men from the growing colony sought refuge 

~ from slavery and justice in the hills and caves. 

In 1743 the district of SimonIs Town was informally born 

(it received its formal boundarles aqd legal title in 1814) 

when Van Imhoff declared that the port shou~d beco~e the official 

winter anchorage for the Company fleet ~nd gave sixty morgen of 

good land at Noordhoek to the widow Rousseau together with the farm 

Slangkop and a large plot in SimonIs Town. The land, she cultivated 

with the aid of six slaves (I.Co v.d. Poll, 1964). From then, 

until the opening of the railway from Cape Town to Simon's Town 

in 1890, the hinterland of the Company port and later the Naval 

Station included the Noordhoek valley. By 1768 it was already 

remarked that it was difficult to grow adequate quantities 
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of crops near Simonis Towp due to the terrain. 

Developmept was slow and with the arrival of the British 

in 1795, the ar~a was surveyed for its $uitability for agric~lture5 

The surveyors report ir:), 1797 commented on t.he area e>f "Nort;:hhook 

qnd Peninsula Southward": "Greatest part of this district might 

be cultivated, put at present there is only three houses the 

owners of Which just rise to serve themselves. From this 

runs southward a r~dge of uneven mouptains. There a~e in 

some places spots that might be till'~ but mostly they are fi~ for 

nothing but sheep ~sture". (Willis H~C.: 1970) 

With the second Brit.ish occupation of the Cape in 1806, 

land became a more desirable asset and there were many requests 

for 9rants.In 1797 a memorialist; had sougl;1t land in the vacant 

Silvermine valley, noting that none of his potential neighbour~ 

had any objection to his being granted the rich soil and 

permanent stream which make the little valley especially desirable, 

(B.O. 43/411 of 1797) ~y the end of the first decade of the 19th 

century a spate qf memorials to legalise de facto occupations 

and new land graqt~ had created a pattern wqich remained percep­

table until the +970s - given the eye of faith and knowledge 

of the background. 

The burghers pf Simon's Town claimed land or cattle posts 

in much of the area south of Kommetjie or "behind Red Hill" as 

they viewed it from the port. (C.f. C.O. 3873 No. 374 of 

1808). Some o~ the stock keepers evidently established rights 

to pieces of the land where they grew vegetables, mainly fo~ 

their own subsistence but with some surplqs for sale in the 

town. Most are described as "Bastard Hottentots" in the 

memorials and thougn it was said at the time that the "?ottentot;:s" 

were "more dependent anc;i more in a state of sli;l.very than if 

actually slaves" (AnonQ l806: 228) there is evidence (Will;is, 

1963) that it was possibl~ for" them to obtain their due. 

Indeed the landdrost 
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Zorn was prepared to argue such an issue with the Governor 

himself when in 1810 he gave one Adrian Arendse a "Bastard 

Hottentot" land where "he lives ••• with his wife and two 

children and having no cattle of his own hires· himself as Wagon 

Driver in Simonis Town and his wife earns her bread by washing 

and taking in course (sic) needlework and carries also sometimes 

wood to Simonis Town". (C.O. 2569/55 of 23/11/1810) Rebuked 

by the Governor for usurping the Governor's sole right to grant 

land, Zorn replied "This class of people generally do wander 

about the c:ountry fixing now on this, then upon another spot, 

where they build a hut, but which perhaps they are soon after 

again forced ,by the farmers to abandon: to prevent this I allowed 

him to.sett~e with his family on a small spot.pointed out by 

himself which. could not tend to the prejudice. of any person . . '. . . .. 
whatever. u.nde~ such restrictions as will, appear from the permit 

annexed, and which cannot therefore possibly be considered as 

an actual grant, but merely as a provisionalmeasure.to keep 
. .' , ' . 

these people in subordination". (CoOo 2569/59) Arendse's lack 

of legal tenure and his various means of procuring a living 

are typical of many ·of the family situations brought to. an 

abrupt end by the implementation of the Group Areas Act nearly 

160 years later. 

The main role of agriculture in the region throughout the 

19th century, as indeed it had been from the beginning, was to 

supply the port and visiting ships with fresh meat, milk a,no. 

vegetables. Around the town itself and within what is now 

the built up area, small dairy farms developed, each in turn 

being engul~ed by the growth of the town in the 20th century. 

\. Seaforth dairy was active until at least 1928 (3/SMT/418) and. 

.. '1(9 

Welcome Farm in Glencairn continued to supply milk for another 

thirty years or so. The farms were all white owned and run, 

employing very few workers outside the family. 

A second small farming area, essentially subsistence farming 

with a few cattle, pigs and vegetables, developed in the Klaver 

and Elsies River valleys which run parallel to the False Bay 

coast behind the first crest of the hills· above Simon's Town, 

/where 0 ••••••••••••••• Gil 



_. where land grants were sought in tqe first two dec~des of the 

19th cent~ry. The Elaies River passes through whpt ~s now the 

naval village of Pa Gama Park and runs down Glencairn to the ~ea, 

The evolution of this area was rather more complicated than that 

'of the coastal strip. 

to the Royal Nc~.vy in. 

(ADM 123/57': 78). 

One ar~a in the Klaver valley was sold 

1~04 follow~ng protracted negotiations ~ 

On~ or two farms which had been used largely 

for timber and for grazing were bought as a catchment ar~a for 

the darn and water supplY'for Simon's Town.- Another large farm 

was bo~9ht by the S.A. Navy in 1956 for development as married 

quarters for three hundred families, a move which involved th~ 

eviction of twelve coloured families who were living there. 

(Cape Times, 16/6/56). The upper part-of Glencairn remained 
. . 

~ small dairy farm until the 1960 l s, but much of it had been taken 

over by shanty dwellers who earned the greater partQf their 

l,ivingin. SimonI s Town. A part had long been -elKcised as q. 

holiday camp sponsored by Rot~ry for white yo~ths. The lowest 

part I originally g;ranted in 1791 to enable the memorialist 'ho 

grow bar-7-ey for his hprses (Liebbrandt E.V oC o,l901. b: 512) was 

largely qune covered and unsuitable for agriculture. It was 

finally bought and developed by a group of Scottish businessmen 

based in Cape Town about 1900, as holiday homes for themselves. 

There.remained one large farm at Red Hill which wa~ pa~tf..y 

~lienated to the Navy and the municipality, but mainly used 

fqr accommodation and smal~ holpings by a few coloured familie~. 

Dependent for the most part u~on employment in Simonis Town, 

the residents neverthel~ss supplied themselves wi~h a substantial 

por,tion Qf their fresh vegetables and meat' (the lq.tter being fi 
chicken and pork) as well, as their wood and water frQItl their 

and the neighbouring +and. The a;r:ea Wc;lS proclaimed "White" 

in +968 and the residents forced to mOVe to the township of 

Ocean View where no pqs~ibilities exist for-significant vegetable 

growing and where livestock are forbidden. The slaught~r of 

their :j.ivestock remains for some their most poignant memory 

of a century or mQt~ of living at ~ed Hill. 

/The . . " . . .,. 



I 

I 
I\. • • 

5. 

The farms.to,the.sputh and west of Red Hill, were larger 

for the most part th~n those closer to Simonis Town, and once· 

one passed beyond t~e reach of daily commuting on foot to the 

docks, one passed beyond the heavyco~centrations of squatters. 

The farms, located on impervious sandstone were good for little 
. . .. 

but rough grazing and small vegetable gardens. The relationships 

between the owners and the coloured residents varied and are 

unclear. There were sOme coloured families who, according to 

their elderly" survivors, lived virtually independent lives, 

growing the~r.own vegetables and carrying ,the surplus, together 

with a few crayfish, .and flowers taken from the mout;ltain slopes, 
I _. • 'I' • 

over the hills tq Simonis Town. Fishing and po~+try keeping 

provided :some variety· in the da,ily round and, in the diet. 

Such. i!ldependence,. was part of. a long traditi~~ as ,in 1810 it 
was noted that "a few families get a living in the (Smitswinkel) - ~ - . '., ., 

area by, cutting ~reupe~ b~rk for tanning and the trees for 

charcoal" ,( C_.O. 2569/52 of 1810). Otp,eJ::'s worked for the farmers 

ona more or,les~, full time basis·. Relatively po,or transport 

facilities, especially between the" time when the r9-ilway to 
"'" " . 

SimonIs Town was oP.ened and road transport develo,Pedon the 
• •• • '" ~ .• ~ ~ ., '. • ",... '.' .' I 

peninsula ring road in the late,1930's, ensured the poverty of 

the area and the ready disposal Of ~uch of the land to the 

Divisional Council as a nature reserve in 1939, By this, ,time 
conservationists Were already concerned that the land might be . 

disposed. of as ~'bungalow plots" by farmers, unable to make more 

profitable use of it. 

Thus was the ],.and south of Kornmetji~used and divided until 

the.advent of group areas in the district. ~oor land, 

uneconomical for whites to' farm, was settled and often worked 

by poor coloured families who eventually found it more profitable 

to move to the peri~urban shanty farms at Red Hill and Glencairn. 

Where opportunity presented itself they gard~ned rather than 

farmed and kept what livestock they could. It was not an,easy 

life, despit~ the nostalgia expressed for it in Ocean View today. 

Men walked six miles or more eaCh, ,day in addition to their ten 

hours a day of labour in the docks. Woc;>d for fuel and water 

, ,. 
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was free, but h~d to be carried home over'considerable distaI)ce~. 

Donkeys provided some 9-ssistance but bicycl~s were of littl~ 

value on rough roads ahq steep +riclines. Perhaps tne nostalgia 

is for a situation in which men were free to wo;rtk out their own 

destiny under a- parsimonious de~ty. "We never ~ent hungry, 

anq we were never sh.ort of a fowl for Christmas", a.:j'one old 

lady put it. If one worked hard there could be fish, fowls, 

vegetables, wood and water as we+l as saleable forest produ~ts 

and other surpluses.' One did not depend wholly upon the 

labo~r market, nor find oneself trapped in the treadmill of 

wage labour in order to keep a roof over one1s 

it is all money",saith~ elders with regret~ 

The foreg'oing is by' way of back-ground to 

head. II Today 

a 'discussion of 

what was the mqst important agricultural area in the 'district 

the land from Kommetjie in the south'to Chapmans l?eak ahd 

Clove.l,ly in the northwest' and riort:heast resPectivelY ~ It is 

relevant for three reasons. First, it 'has focussed attention 

upon Simon's Town which was, until uhe 1930s, overwhel~ingly the 

Ulost important centre ~f population and dem~nd for local produce. 

Second, it i'ndiGates the range.of options qpen tocolpured peqp~e 

in the area, as well as the'trend towards employment inuhe 

urban aJ:;'eas. Without actually moving house ~ thC;u~h many s~em 

to have qone so - it has been possible for a man or family to 

shift'from be.;i.ng a full time farmworker through. casual labour 

on a farm aided by his oWn subsistence farming and colleqting, 

to being a virtually fu1ltime urban wo~ker. With the growth 

of population, ahd partiqularly 'after 1945 when transport 'became 

easier and larger scale ~9riculturq.l oper~tion~ more 'profitable, 

such has been the accelerating tJ;:',end.' Men Whose fathers worked 

the farms in the Elsies River valley J;:'emained in the v;icinity , 

in ever more c;oncentrated shanty areas ahd w~rked 'in tqwn.Third, 

it indicates the ~arginality of small scale commerqial fa~ing 

in the district. 

The principal agricultural area, while responsive to' the 

trends outlined above, d~ffered in certain respe9ts~, It is 

relatively flat and is situated qn granite J:;'ather-tl1an'on' 

sandstone, thus providin~r a more fertile base which holds 

moisture better than the rest qf the region, It does not lie 

qn the railway line and uptil thE[ "Ou Kaapse Weg" WaS brought 

lover •.•••• ~ ••• 
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over the saddle at Silvermine in the late 1960's was almost 

immune from urban sprawl and the broadening ribbon of commuter 

suburbs along the railway line. Today the scene is changing 

fast - ten thousand coloured people are concentrated into one 

portion of a once famous farm while·another portion is being 

planned as a marina for white gracious living. The sedate 

town of Fish Hoek has heenextended into the valley by the 

addition of a new low cost housing estate for whites, while 

on the slopes·of either side of the 'valley the "Cape Riviera" 

promises spectacular views from the picture windows of "Cape 

Spanish" homes. where once the visitor was welcomed through 

"nicely cultivated gardens growing nearly every kind of vegetable", 

(Wynberg Times, 3/5/1902), now he is offered chicken manure and 

eggs from the battery establishments. It is to this transformation 

and its effects upon the labouring people ,that we now turn our 

attention. 

The Noordhoek region in the 19th century. 

Almost alone in the district of Simon's Town, the low iying 

areas and valleys between Fish Hoek, Noordhoek and Ko~etjie' contain 

much good arable land. In the early part of the 19th century however, 

commercial interest centred on the natural resources of the 

area. Andries Bruyns, an enterprising fisherman and farmer 

from Fish Hoek sought permission from the government to take 

wood from the Government Woods near Noordhoek (C.O. 3861 No. 19 

of i806) and to clean and qevelop the Salt Pan which lay between 

the three largest farms close to the centre of the region. 

(C.O. 3873 No. 412 of 1809). Although the Salt Pan never 

fulfilled the ho~s of the developers in either the 19th century 

or the 20th, its contribution to the overall economy of the 

region is important. Fish which-were salted and packed into 

barrels were transported by wagon into the Boland, the proprietors 

of the wagons travelling for several weeks at a time between 

the local harvest and the onset of~the winter rains. They 

returned with raisins and wine for themselves and the local 

market. In 1970 there E;3urvived a,few people who had either 

been on such journeys in their childhood, or who had been told 

about them often enough for them to beiieve that ·they had 

actually been. The trade, being inevitably leisurely and 
\ 

regular, setup a network of relationships, some of which were 

/consolidated ....... 



consolidated by marriage or by the movement o~ famiJ,.ies in 

~ither direction. During the period of rapid coloured 

population growth in.-the past; thirty yea:r:s or so, links and 

knowledge created in the earlier period have led many families 

from the platteland to settle in th~ region. 

The large farm Slangkop (subsequently known as Imhoffs Gift) 

ran 200-300 sheep, 100 horned cattle and 60-70 horses during 

the winter months, but in the dry season it was necessary to 

send all but fifty 'of each to inland pasture. Labour was 

provided mainly by slaves, ten of whom were lost to tQe 

farm "by thedisorqer that at that time attended the meazles" 

in 1806 (C.O. 4827/61 of 1809). In the first census which 

enumerated Simon I s Town 'as a Ciis.trict (1817) it is recorded 

that there were 27';, slaves, 25 prize. negroes (Who were. "apprenticed II 

under conditions very similar to slavery), 85 Hottentots and 

76 free blacks (most of whom lived and worked in Simonis ~own . 

itself). Conditions were tough according to contemporary 

wri ters. "The external appearance of the domestic slaves ...... 

gives ample proof of the general enjoyment of a'tolerable measure 
. , '.'. -' ' ... 

of mere personal comforts" but the slave was a chattel, liable 

to have his family bro~en up~ unable to l"!1arry~ had "the power 

of the lash entrusted to his owner" and "a slave 'cannot be 

offended by word~". (Wright W. ~831:2) Sundays were le;ft free 

for the slaves to do as they wished. Writirig of Stellenbosch 

in the early years of the century, Borchards recalled that 

"though SOl"!1e of the slaves in and about the village were in 

the habit;: of.spending their Sabbath in worki~g their gardens 

. or in othEpr .lab<::>ur I yet there ,W'<:re several who attended a 

meetinc;;J for their instruction each Sunday. They were' also 

admitted to church. The coloured peoBle had their seats 
}i. 

apart ;from the rest of the congregation'!. (Borchards PoB. 1861 :182). 
I 

The influence of the Royal N(~.vy' s· policy on slaves may also 

have been significant. A~ong the Navy Office General Instructions 

appears a section "Of th~. govefnrnent of Negroes" which ordered~ 

ipter alia that wnishmentsshould, be on the same basis as those 
i. .' , .. 

for t.he navy~ "Their treatment shall be considerate and humane", .. ..' " '. . 

and "it, U.s) our intentio.n to have them tr~ated in, every ;r;-espect 

as white men:,~. CADM 123/39 of 1/1/1800). 
/Th~ .~ •• 
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The sJ..aves undertook. skilled labour and became specialists -

thereby enl1qncing their own value and the value ·of the farms 

wi th whi ch they might be sold,. Thus, wh~n Imhoff I· S Gift. 

farm was sold in 1813, with it went 1130.male and femqle slaves. 

amongst whom are very good Waggon-drivers, Masons, two Thatchers 

and herdsmen" (G.G. Vol VIII,_ No. 378 of 10/4/1813)~ 

Towards the. end of the 1820 l s, as it was clear that slavery 

would shortly be coming to an end, the proportion of slaves 

in the population fell. In 1817' .they were 33% of the population, 

in 1827 only'12,5%, and vastly outnumbered by the other blacks. 

Investigations 'by British civi.l servants suggested, however, 

that the lot of the free was .. not vastly hatter. ,than that of . 

the slaves. W~thout the'Governor's permission only Christians 

could own property, and.ma~y free blacks and prize negroes 

were moslems. "Hottentots and Bastards" despi t.e their 

theoretical freedom, ,were likewise handicapped (Th~al G.M. 1897, 

xxviii:36). . 'rhe slave curfew was imposed upon them by the 

police, and lIat the end of their contract,. Hottentots get a 

pass from the .landdrost or field cornet to; enable, them to 

seek work elsewhere - the length of the pass is unpredictable 

and may be for only eight days". (Theal G.M. 1897., xxxv: 138 

& 152). 

Wi th the termination of slavery, .the slaves became appren­

ticed to their former owners for fifteen years in most cases~ 

Their change of 'status in the eyes of the law appears to have 

changed little else. Between 1835 and 1837 the major farmers 

and former slave owners in the area appeared before the courts 

on several occasions following "offences" by their apprentices, 

of which desertion and disobedience were the mOl?t, cOlumon.ln 

two years, IIAfrica " •. an apprentice labourer under Pierre Rocher 

(the owner of Slangkop and Poespaskraal ~ later Sunnydale) 

received thirty or more lashes and periods of up to a month 

in jail on each of the six .occasions that'his master brought 

him to court. Another apprentice " "Corne,lius", told the 

magistrate, "I do not'wish to stop with my master, he must 

sell me", before being sentenced to twenty lashes and twenty· 

days jail for disobedience. Apprenti~es and other. 'servants . 

who complained to the magistrate.~ about· their <masters without 

good cause were also punished' with 'lashes ··for men and jail 

for women. (SMT 1/10, 1835-7) 
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. The patt~rn of trading was well established by this time 

with the waggons rolling into Simon I s Town with .. their fresh 

prpduce in considerable numbers in summer, when th~ tollgate 

collected about £6 per month. The winter months - duration 

unspecified - were less prof~table, with only 12/- per month 

being collected. (Theal G.M. 1897: xxvi: 190).. The wage 

paid, to IIKaffres ll on the civil establishment in Simon's Town 

at th~t tim~ was £6 per annum, a white constable receiving 

£31/10/-. (Ibid: xxxv:55. Figures for 1826-7) 

As apprenticeships expired, wages began to be paid to the 

workers. In 1848 it was repo~ted that in the Cape Divi~ion, 

within which Noordhoek falls, lIin addition to their wages, 

domestic and predial servants receive board and lodging with 

which their families are also provided by the master. The 

rat~ons are commonly calculated for an adult at from 9d ~. 12d 

per die~. In some f~eld cornetcies domestic labour is as high 

as from 20/- - 45/- per month and in the more distant parts of 

the division it runs as low as 4/- - 7/6 per monthi predial labour 

from 25/- - 3Q/- and as low as 6/- per month. In ~loughing 

and harvest time predial servants obtain from 1/6 - 3/- per diem, 

with rations. Tradesmens ' wages fluctuate and depend upon 

the demand for employment II • T}:ley varied from 2/6 to 6/- per 

day ~n Cape Town. (Blue Book for the Colony, 1848: 441) 

Dockyard labourers could, earn 2/- pe~ day and artisans 5/-

(ADM 123/16: 30) Wage differentials between white and coloured 

workers vari~d according to the job. Journeymen and day 

labourers earned within a penny or two per day of each other. 

ThOSe employed by the :ql,?nth had wider differen~ial~h A coloured 

over~eer or head shepherd received 6~~ of the cash wage paid 

to a white do~ng the.same job, whi~e a colcur~d domestic servant 

received 72% of that paid to his o~ her white counterpart.· Day 

labourers on the farms were earning lip per day (Blue Book, 

1854: 468-9) plus food, while the Commander at Simon's Town 

sought an increase in wages for his labourers from 2/- to 2/6 

because they would not work for less (ADM 123/16: 157. 21/2/1854). 

With that a,dditiona,J, shilling in liel:!. of rations~. tne <;locker 

could buy 1 Ibbrea<;l, 1 Ib beef, 40z butt~r and h9-lf a pint of 

wiI)e. . Shoes and trousers were over 6/- each perpa~r, but a 

shirt could, be had for 1/8d. (Blue Book, 1854: 472 ... 3) •. 
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The population in the region grew steadily, nurtured by the 

demand from Simon's Town for its products. In 1855 the census 

report showed 90 wh~te and 112 coloured people living in Noordhoek, 

with 162 white, and 155 coloured in Kleintuin (Clovelly -

probably including KaLk Bay and Fish Hoek). By 1865 that 519 

had become 797, with 391 whites, 243 "Hottentots", 5 "Kaffirs" 

and 152 "other and mixed" .. A room had been donated for a 

school in Noordhoek in 1861 and gave tuition to any children who 

cared to pay 1/6d per month. OriginaLly there was a return of 

upwards Of sixty children, but though it was reported that the 

number then lIincreased by some new residents among the coloured' 

populati6~ here ", in 1868 ther~ were forty one on the register. 

of whom but half attended re'gularly (Chapman F.P .. : 1969)0 ~enty 

children were learning English and sixteen Dutch in this pre-

dominately Dut~h-speaking area. 
. ' 

The area seems to have been very peaceful and virtually self­

governing during the latter part of the ~9th century. The 

o~casional labourer was taken to court by his employer for refusing 

to obey orders, ~nd farmers were known to be fined for assaults 

on their workers, but such cases were very rarely brought before 

the magistrates. SimonIs Town, with its Monday morning parade 

of arrested drunks and its hard-drinking, loquacious prostitutes 

was a world very distant from the sheltered valley. 

The diamond rush produced a temporary shortage of labo.ur in 

the district and the Commander at Simon's Town claimed that wages 

had doubled in two yea:r::s as a resulto "Men formerly in the 

Yard who received from 3/- to 6/- per day now obtain from 6/-

to 15/- elsewhere". (ADM 123/52: 107-8). The response of the 

Navy to the shortage was to seek unskilled labour from the Eastern 

Cape, permanent black staff from among the Kru-men of Sierra Leone 

and Liberia, and artisans from Britain. But by the time that 

Trollope made his. celebrated tour of South Africa the economy 

had adjusted to the diamond rush9 By 1878 wage differentials 

had increased between white and coloured workers, as those of the 

former had risen more quickly over the previous two decades. Day 

labourers earned 3/6 (wh~te) and 2/- (coloured) ~ overseers' and 

head shepherds -£3 '(white) and £1/10/- (coloured) per month, with 

/board ~.e ••• 
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with board and lodging~ journeymen earned 4/- to 12/- (white) 

and 2/6 to 7/6 (coloured) per day depending upon the nature of , 
and 'the demand for their skill ~ Even in Cape 'Town,' th,e, white 

artisan received 1/- per day more than his coloured equivalent. 

(Blue Book 1878: 0, 2-3) Labourers in the dockyard ea,rned 4/-
, , ' 

per day (ADM 123/52: 117)v ' With those two additional sh~llings 

in lieu of rations, the docker could not only buy the bread, 

meat, butter and wine that he could in 1854, but could have 

sixpence change to put towards a shirt (1/6), shoe~ (6/-) or a 

pa~r of trousers (9/-). 
The white labourer appeared to bean endangered'species, 

if indeed he had ever been plentiful in the region. Noble 

had observed'in 1869 that lithe mixed native population of the 

towns and'villages~ which'constitutes our lower orders and furnish~s 

the ordinary labourers, artisans, coolies embraces individuals of 

all hues and sizes". (Noble R. 1869:4) Trollope made~uch the 

same point'nirie years later. "Everything about him ; (the white) 

is done by coloured persons of various races". (Op. ci~.:70) 

There was no appeal to white working class People to come to 
\ 

South Africa. Higher in the social scale, "the man of means, 

who has capital .... '. do'es not actually wish for a return to 

slavery: The feelings which abolished slavery have probably 
, .. 

reached his bosom also. But he regrets the control over his 

fellow creatures which slavery formerly gave him, and he does 

not see that whether a man be good or bad, idle by nature ,and, 

habi t'sor ' ,industrious, the only compulsion to work should come 

from huriger'and necessity - and the desire of those good things 

which industry and industry alon~ will provide". (Ibid: 8~) 
" , 

The district remained effectively isol'ated ;from the, rest 

of the peninsula 'in winter and the Navy, for reasons ~f security 
, " 

and economy, urged the colonial government to extend the railway 

to Simon's Town. In 1886 the road was "wholly in disrepair 

and would entail great expenditure in those parts where it 

traverses Mackerel, Elsies and Fish Hoek ~ay"~ (ADM 123/33:8) 

The railway reached Kalk Bay that year and four years later 

finally reached Simonis Town. There was no route other than 

that which crossed the treacherous mouth of the Silvermine river 

at Clovelly, round the seaward side of Trappies Kop and so to 

Kalk Bay .. 

The market in Simon's Town was clearly growing with the 

size of the Naval establishment, the population at large and 

/the ....... . 
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the sense of yivic responsibility. Among the first acts of the 

council which was first mooted at a public meeting in 1876, was 

the summoning of a public meeting to propose the p~oper organisa­

tion of the marketing arrangements. Daily markets were to be 

held under the direc~ion of a Market Master who would be paid 

from the fees collected under the supervision of t~e Resident 

Magistrate 0 The fees would be 2~~ of th~ proceeds of the sale 

of "all articles of colonial produce to be sold by public auction." 

(SMT 4/11. 21/5(1878). In 1886 the market was taken over by 

the Village Management Board (later the Municipal Council ) and 

new regulations were sent to the farmers of Noordhoek who had 

sought modific~tions to the old ones. 

The quit rent records for 1886-90 (SMT 12/7) list 23 farms 

in the reg.:j..on, .1-4 of which had come into being as a result of 

the sub-division of two of the original landgrants. Over 4000 

morgen was involved, the bulk of it owned by four families who 

between them held 18 of the farms. One coloured family had an 

80 morgen ho+ding. The De Villiers family held eight farms and 

provided 18 of the 44 registered voters in the region. The 

sole occupations of the voters were "farmer" (32) and "labourer" 

(lO). Simon's Town pr9vided all the specialist services for 

the area, no less than 76 different occupations being listed 

(3/SMT/428: 1892) for the 229 voters. 

It was into this rural backwater that some of our older 

informants were born. Some were born in cottages attached to 

the farms f other on the land known as Magdela, the property of 

the Dutch Reformed Church close to the centre of Noordboek village, 

where there were at lea'st a dozen cottages. 

The Noordhoek region in the 20th century. 

"Nineteen twentieths of the whole of Noordhoek belongs 
to the family of De Villiers there are less than nine 
families in the district who are not of that name". At 
Fish Hoek there are"a few good dwellings, a bri~kworks about 
a mile from the station"o Salt is gathered once a year from 
the pan, where ~~2 acres have been worked for 70-80 yearso 
The output has recently been raised from 6~ tons to 65 tons 
in one year. There are "nice farm-houses scattered allover. 

-/interseqted .0. 
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intersected by so many main roads, surrounded by nicely 
cultivated gardens, growing nearly every kind of vegetable •• 5 

a very fine school-and school house, surrounded by fine oak 
trees. The post office, a shop and ,the far~ouse of J" De 
Villiers are to be found in a single buildingo I. de Villiers, 
who also ha$ a shop, employs fourteen people and sends produce 
daily to Simon's Town and Kalk Bay. "Lower down, and close 
to'the beach, is a family of coloured people - the 'Septembers B 

- who are hardworking gardeners and who also keep a number of 
cattle. There are lots of very well to do coloured small 
farmers upon '10-20 acres of land - hardworking and weLl disposed 
towards a stranger ~ •• I have never. seen in all my travels, 
a prettier place, thC3:n Noordhoek". (WYl1berg _ Times: 3/5/1902). 

Much of the tran~formation of the region which took place . - . . 

in the years which followed the visit of the enthusiastic reporter 

can be attributed to outside causes. The introduction of a 

regular railway service for passengers and goods to Simon's Town 

from 'Cape Town introduced' an element of competition into farming 

which had not existed before, although since they concentrated 

on fresh produce (see Table 1) the farmers were protected for 
.. .." ," 

some years. The area was also opened up to holiday makers who 

would camp at Fish Hoek or'at Kommetjie and picnic along the 

beaches.' 

Of greater, significance in the first two decades :were the 

fluctuations in employment in Simon's Town as first the new 

dockyard was built, then many workers laid off until preparations 

began for the' nava,l participation in the war. Among other 

effects, the dock development brought about the first major influx 

of African workers on a permanent basis. In 1891 there were 

19 "natives" in the district, by.1904 there were over 400. 

Census reports indicate fluctuations down to about 250 before 

the outbreak of the war,' _after which the number rose again to 

over 400 at the end of the depression. By the end of the second 

world war there were over 1200 and by ,the time th~t the locations 

were demolished and the people resettled in Nyanga in 1965 over 

1600 were affected. Their significance for Noordhoek was initially 

small, in 1911 there were only 37 living in the "rural areas'.' of 
the district compared w~th 912 coloured people. But they created 

a new class and category of person who could 'fill the lowest paid 

jobs in Simon's Town, who had the reputation of being stronger,and 

less inclined to drink than the coloured people I and who could be • 

/disciplined 
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disciplined fairly readily with the threat of dismissal and 

enforced return to the Eastern Cape. It was inevitab~ th~refore 

that they should drift into agricultural occupations at the lowest 

levels. It was also inevitable that once the white workers had 

achieved state protection through the Civilised Labour Policy in 

the 1920s, while the coloured workers were left to compete with 

an apparently limitless supply of African workers, the differentials 

between wh,ite and coloured workers would tend to grow, and with 

'the growth of those differentials (both in access to advancement 

and in rewards for equal work) social separation would tend to 

become greater • 

. For the white middle class, the process was hard~y perceptable, 

as it had never been in association with a significant number of 

middle class coloured people. For the largely Afrikaans-speaking 

poor, it was much more significant. Noordhoek got its first 

coloured ~chool in 1913, until when all the children had learned 

together under the guardianship of the D.R.C. Among those who 

attended the new school was a youth whose grandparents had been 

white,irnrnigrants and whose father, who had married a local ~irl, 

had acted as a lay minister to all members of the church in the 

valley, ~nd owned a small farm of his own. Another youth who 

started school at the same time had been brought up in the house 

of one of the De Villiers family "as one of their own children", 

which he might indeed have been as he denied all knowledge of his 

father's identity. The farmers, regardless of, hue, laboured 

with their employees as leaders and co-workers in the heavy toi~. 

A woman of a more prosperous, middle class background growing up 

about the s~me .time viewed the entire area as being made up of 

"poor whi te" farmers, with the distinctive gloss that the term has 

in the South, African context of that period. To an Engiish 

speaking regular visito~ to the valley in the 1930s, the farmers 

were "red hot Nats" - though their.wives bathed, fed and cared 

for the little children of all shades who shared in the living of 

the farms. One such "red hot Nat" who maintained the tradition 

of carrying his vegetables to SimonIs Town in his cart until well 

after 1945, is remembered by some of the older coloured people in 

the district for the pleasure he took in visiting them and sitting 

on their stoeps to pass ~n hour in idle chat over his pipe. He 

/gave ........ . 
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. He gave an impoverished' cart-driver. £5 to pay for the . funeral 

of the' man "s .wife 'and .tookhis black infant,· sori into his, own . ..' 

household. ,Over sixty years later the family retained 'their 

responsibility towards their" adopted son". 
If one is to understand the', labour relations and the rig',hts 

and obligations on ~ither side of the employment situation prior 

to the advent of highly capitalised and mechanised ,farming, .and 

prior to the introduction of African workers, it is vital to 

grasp the nature of the relationships involved.. There was· 

authority and control in the hands of the farmers who for the 

most part saw themselves as "white". "Coloured" farmers did 'not 

employ "white" labourers but otherwise there ,was a gradation' in 

soci.al·status .which d;i.d p.ot correlate inevitably with pigmentation. 

All members of the community shared a common faith and a common 

culture, albeit a"culture'which identified differences in colour 

as having social significance. There was· however -.and the term 

bolise the transformation which took place at that time. Drummond 

Chaplin, an English lawyer who was Administrator, of Rhodesia 

under the British South Africa company, bought 155 morgen of land 

in Noordhoek in 1915. and thereafter steadily increased his holding 

until the estate was about 1500 morgen. Much of the'land lay 

high in the kloof beneath Chapman's Peak, and was developed as 

pine plantation, but a s~bstantial proportion was good farming 

land which ceased to be used for intensive vegetable growing'. With 

the introduction of the 1923 constitution in Rhodesia, Chaplin 

"retired" to ,Noordhoek where a splendid house, was built for'him, 

from which he commuted to parliamerit where he· sat as the member 

for the Southern Peninsula from 1924-29. After his death in,1933, 

the estate which he had developed was extended from time totims, 

but.was neither'productive agricultura:t,ly, nor a substantial em..,. 

ployer of local labour. The local people were forbidden to 

pick wild flowers on the estate, and the former farm houses were, 

after some. years, refurbished for the occupation of white tenants 

whose income was not generated locally. The principal economic 

pse of the estate came to be the production and planting of coniferous 

trees, the labour being undertaken by contract workers from the 

/Eastern •• 00 
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Eastern Cape. The estate survives as an outstandingly beautiful 

mixture of nature and the horticulturalists art, but not as an 

employer of local labour. Chaplin himself was not insensitivve 

to the needs of the area, and as early as 1918 engaged himself 

in assisting with cooking and transport during the influenze epidemic. 

(Long, B. 1941: 252) Later his services as a fete opener were 

much in demand, not ,least on account of his generosity. Such 

trivia are significant in that. they reflect the role played in 

the area by the slowly growing number of middle class English. 
, 

More generous than the older inhabitants in their gifts to employees 

and to the community, they are totally alien to it. Where~s a 

labourer migh~aspire to cultivate land of his own and to emulate 

the Septembers, if not the De Villiers of Fish Hoek, between the 

same labourer and the new owner of much of Noordhoek there was 

9- gulf so great that to think of bridging it from either side 

was ludicrous. It was as if a totally new social class, or caste, 

had appeared to ru~e the region. 

While ,Chaplin was developing his estate at Noor<;ihoek, Van 

der Horst, one of the outstandingly successful pioneer Afrikaner 

businessmen, was developing another great estate along totally 

different lines. Slangkop farm, occupying most of the area from 

Kotnrnetjie vil.lage to the Salt Pan and from the mountains to the 

sea, was extepded and named Imhoff's Gift Farm. Pride of place 

was taken by the dairy herd, which provided milk for the market. 

Other stock - sheep, goats, pigs and poultry were produced 

primarily for'consumption in the immediate vicinity of the farm. 

Vegetables were al~o grown on a considerable scale for the market 

and a fine rose garden provided for the needs of the hQus~. A 

farm school provided for'the needs of the employees, whose houses 

were scattered in various parts of the farm o Most notable in 

the memory of the old residents on the farm was the encouragement 

given by Van der Horst to specialised skills. There was a 

specialised cowman, a foreman responsible for the vegetable gardens, 

a pigman and a groom. The owner took a keen interest in the farm 

which became, according to elderly informants, a place of such 

splendour that p=ople from "Up tr~e line II would arrange their Sunday 

afternoon excursions in order to See it. Eight coloured familie~ 

actually lived on the farm, in accommodation which they were un­

happy to exchange for government housing when the farm was divided, 

sold and a part developed as the present township for 10,000 people. 

leash •••• 
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Cash wages were 2/6d per day in the 1930's, but housing and 

nearly all -the b~sic food requirements were free, as was schooling. 

The farm survived the'grought and slump of the 1930s, and remained 

a landmark of good farming until the death of the owner in 1950. 
Thereafter's'ub':"dJ.vided;i -stricken by negle'ct and by disastrous fire, 

part expropriated for the Ocean View township, part sold to the 

developers of a Marina, the farm is' but a fr'agment and a shadow 

of its former self. Where old folk speak with pride of their 

association'with it during its golden years, when 'to wc:>rk for 

Mr. Van der Horst was a mark of good fortune and an 'indication 

that one knew one's job, today the handful of workers are the 

failur~s in life. 
. • . ' .. j 

Like the farms which lost the'ir skilled labour 

in the 19;30s, it seems caught up in the vicious circle of diminished 

scale, under-capitalisation, low wages and low productivity. 

The cycle of development, sub-division and decline outlined 

above in the case of the finest farm in the region, was followed 
in the cases of the smaller farms between the wars, and particular .... 

ly during the drought and depression years. One farm of 732 

mor~enwas divided between five brothers in the'1930s, at a time d 
when it'was not,worth harvesting the cabbages in the field, according 

to theirsister~ None of the brothers found farming profitable 

and the land 'became covered in Port ,Jackson bush. 'The former 

labourers" remained on the farmland, making their own vegetable 

gardens and paying a nominal rent to the owners. Some went to 

wO,rk as day labourers' for Van der Horst,' while others found work 

in the growing town of Fish Hoek or in Sim~n's Town. Their number 

grew through na'tural increase and through imrriigrants from the, 

platteland- ·the latter often marrying into an establiShed local 

family or coming to jbinkinsmen who had done so'o . • 

Table 1. gives some indication of ' the process of change in 

statistical' form. From 1926 to 1951, the number of farms remains. 

more or less constant, but the area in the latter year is only 

one third that of the former. 'Production of nearly all items from 
.,. • I 

the,farms decline markedly between 1911 and 1951, milk, eggs and 

chickens being the, notable exceptions. Much of the land which 

passed out of farming became a part of the CapePo~nt natu:t;:'e re-
. . '.' . 

i serve; within the Noordhoek region itself, the farms wh~ch were 
worked became smaller and more intensely cultivated. Table 2 • . ' 

indicates the virtual disappearance of the white fa:rm labourer 

between 1911 and 1960." Thereafter, as the wage 'differentials' 
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between white and coloured employees shows D the white worker. 

'becomes a skilled tech~ician or a manager. Over the same 'period, 

African labour was introduced on·· a growing scale due, according to 

the farmers I to the difficulty of getting coloured workers. The 

wage differentials give a slightly different emphasis to the story. 
. . 

Whereas in the 19th century figures cited above (plO & ll)differen-

tials were at most 2:1 in comparable farm occupations, the trend 

in the third quarter of' the 20th has been towards a wider and 

increasi~g gap between the averages paid to coloured and white 

(the sets of figures are not strictly comparable) with Africans 

generally wiliipg to accept rewards rather lower than those earned 

by the coloured workers. Thus has the cultural and economic 

gap between top a'nd bottom widened and been transformed so that 

the whites engaged in agriculture are no longer a reference group 

or a model of realistic aspiration, but a separate caste whose 

whole lifestyle sets them .apart from and above the others. The 

availability of effectively unlimited supplies of African labour 

at much lower cost to the employers has eliminated any real 

bargaining power which coloured workers might have developed. 

The Group Areas Act, which denies the ambitious coloured farmer 

the right to own and occupy land adequate to cultivate in the 

district, has eliminated the alternative route to advancement. 

The result, as indicated, has been a decline ~n the quality and 

quantity of coloured labourmaking·itself available. 

About half those listed as regular employees in the present 

decade (Table 2) are workers on chicken battery "farms". In 

1971, eight establishments under the management of one company 

employed 30 coloured men, 12 coloured women and 64 African men. 

Wages ranged from RIO- R30 per week for coloured men as again/?t 

R7 - R16 for Africans. Three roomed cottages were available for· 

the families of coloured employees. The A~ricans, mainly contract· 

workers from the Transkei, shared "bachelor" quarters. The 

average wage paid to the black employees was in excess of the 

average paid in the district and was augmented with chickens and 

eggs but no other rations. On each of the mixed farms nearby, 

there were rarely more than a dozen employees, the majority African, 

but usually a few coloured workers as well. It was notable that 

in these small es~ablishments the wages paid to African and coloured 

workers were on the same scale, but the Africans were invariably 

housed while some of the coloured workers lived elsewhere. 

Noordhoek village contained a number of coloured occupied houses 

on the land of the Church until group areas were proclaimed, and 

/the ••••••••• 
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the rE;!sidents of the,>"~shanty fanns" at Dassenberg and Sunnydale 

were ~ithin walking-distance of the active farms. 

As Table 1- indic;ates, the decline in the number and size of 

the farms has accelerated since 19600 . .' .... -
The development of 

Ocean View township, which has underlined the fact that coloured 

people can expect no advancement in agriculture and put pressure 

upon the farmers to drive potential part-time workers (as opposed 

to full-time workers and their families) off their land~ the 

development of the Divisional Council's "white" housing scheme at 

Sun .Valley~ ,theprocla,mation of other areas for white urban 

development~ the profit to be made in season from caravan campsites -

these factors have brought to an end agriculture 'on a significant 

scale in thetra,ditional manner. What remains are essentially 

peri-urban animal industries - a couple of mink farms. a small, 

dairy herd dedicated to the production of the local cheese. a 

little market gardening, some riding establishments, a -snake 

farm, a piggery, a.flock of elegant turkeys exercised on rented 

land, and the chicken.batteries. 

J 
I 

I 

I 

Thus has the agricultural tradition and the community which -c:j 
sustained it passed into history, the victims of increasing, 

specialisation and the'growth of urban scale. Nostalgia for 

the "good old days" is expressed in word by the older folk on 

both sides of the legal divide
"

an9- in deed by the efforts of 

many householders in Ocean View to develop their tiny gardens. 

Given the growth,of populationin the greater Cape Town area 

and the aqvances in technology and wealth~ the changes have been 

inevitable, perhaps. To ,anthropologists attempting to share 

something of the quality of the lives of our informants, one 

question has continued to obtrude - inevitable, yes, but need it 

hav~ been so painful? 
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Table 1. Farms, size and output, 1865-1973 

" 
\ 

Year I NUIn.b€r \ Area in" Cattle Chiqken~ 'Horses Goats Pigs Sheep Milk I Butter , 
'of fms morgen ' gall. Ib 

1865 I 13799 - - - - - -
1911 22681 1368 14075 238 329 939 39 35752 3358 
1926 64 15971 1135 - 134 70 333 655 57095 5067 
1936 61 13510 172- - I - 2 270 342 5759 
1951 64 4351 1.129 32444 - 180 377 56 
1954 59 4596 914 13676 - 133 233 61 
1960 52 3277 895 39447 44 2 223 429 300 
1964 34 1368 347 160558 25 9 517 389 
1971 24 698 319 269145 ' '15 5b 155 76 85177 
1973 16 636 262 22118a - 0 543 185 

Year T~xtent- Area. Potatoes Fruit Vegetables Grazing Sources 1865, Census of the 

I cultivated und~r trees Colony. 1911, Census 
, graln Reporte Thereafter the 

I Agriculture Census 
11865 292 46 211c lIe 3c R~ports for the years 
\1911 1 262 99d 84 6 63 18143 : 11sted 

1

1926 1328f 149 81 g lQO '! 
1936 - 38 70 ! 
1951 63 72 I 
1954 0 63 i 

1960 420 2 50 179 2736 ,I 
'j1964 237 19 ' 31 3 158 926 I 
11971 I 116 12 3 0 i 

This figure appears to ignore the batterye~tablishm~nts e_, 
From personal observation, this ,figure is inaccurate'. 
The c~tegory "potatoes aqd gardens" is l,tstE?d here under Potatoes, :other vegetables specified 
being under Vegetable~ , 
Throughout the period most of the grain acreage has been intended for cattle feed rather than 
for grinding. _ 
9 types of tree are listed, apple, apricot and fig predominating. 
This figure includes over 900 morgen of "fallow" which may not always be included in other years. 
The census return is of 1670 trees with apple and fig predominating. 



Table 2 

Re lar workers and domestic servants - numbers and waqes gu 

Year White Coloured African I Total 
m f , m f m f m f 

19l1a 103 11 83 14 3 1 187 26b 

1925 89 3 116 8 13 1 ~18 l2b 

1952 No. 11 1 106 20 200 8 217 29 
Wage. £25 13 8 4~3 6,5 3,7 

1954 No. 7 1 128 29 163 7 298 37 
Wage. £19 8 7,5 4,4 ,6,7 5,1 

1960 No. 5 0 104 32 140 11 249 43 
Wage. £64 9,3 9,4, 

1965 No. 7 0 146 
, 

24 107 6 260 30 
Reg Wage. R213 R41,5 R20.5 . 

1------------ ... --....... _- ------. ------1--------1--------------- .... --r---I-~---
1965 No. 0 0 4 ' 20 '0 2 4 22 
Dom " Wage. Rl:4 R8,9 

1971 No~ 9 aic lOBc 198 
Reg Wage. R277 R41112 R35 8 6 

1----------- ___ .-t='IW ... -":It 
--~ .... --. c:w ___ ...... _____ ...... ___ 1---------------..... ~--------~-

1971 No. 0 0 9c 4 c 13 
D0m Wage. R26;S ' R27d 

1973 No~ 10 79 122 211 
Reg Wage. R341 R59 1 3 R38,1 

,1----------- -------. ""' ... _-... -. ----.... .,..-_ee ______ fo-----------Cllt'li---....~..,-----~--.. 
1973 No. 0 0 5 8 13 
Dom Wage. R32,,1 R41,4d --
Sources As for Table 1 

Notes a. It was also reported that 480 whites and 701 non-whites were 
engaged in "agricultural pursuits" in the district .. 

b. The 1911 and 19"25 figures do not include domestic servants. The 
1952 a 1954 and 1960 reported wages paid in kind by group and 
initially by sex, but not by occupation. 

c. In the case of African workers, it can be assumed that the 
"regulars" are men and the. "domestics" women in the latter years. 
Coloured women feature in the "regular" section with the growth of 
battery farming. 

d. The higher wage paid to African domestic workers is partly a 
reflection of the hours which they work. More important howev~r 
is the evaluation of payments in kind, which rise dramatically 
in the case of African domestics from 3,7% of the total wage in 
1965 to 54,5% of the total wage in 1973. 


